Get Wild at Work Team Forming
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'WILDLIFE HABITAT COUNCIL:




On April 3, 2006 about 30 employees met for an informational meeting concerning the formation of a Wild Life Team to establish a wildlife management area on our site certified by the Wildlife Habitat Council (WHC).  3M is a corporate member of this organization and we presently have certified wildlife habitat sites at 3M Center, St. Paul; Austin Center, Austin, Texas; Decatur, Alabama, and Bell Meade, New Jersey.  The WHC's Wildlife at Work program focuses on involving company employees, community members, conservation organizations, and government agencies in long term, active management of company property to improve wildlife habitat and raise environmental awareness.  Find out more information about the WHC by visiting their website at www.wildlifehc.org.

In October 2005 a WHC biologist conducted a site visit to evaluate our potential for a wildlife management site. We are planning to develop approximately 100 acres west of the main buildings (outlined in red) that adjoins Menomin Park for wildlife enhancement opportunities. 

Aerial View of Proposed Habitat Area – circa mid-1980’s
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This portion of the property has been relatively undisturbed since the plant opening in 1974.  It consists of approximately 70% wooded uplands and 30% wetland area.  Potential enhancement recommendations for our site include:

· Nest boxes and nest monitoring programs - wood ducks, bluebirds, etc.

· Basking logs in the wetland pools

· Re-establishing meadow, wildflower, and prairie areas with native species

· Sunflower gardens

· Pollinator gardens

· Managing invasive plant species

A steering team and subcommittees to address these projects are in the process of being formed to conduct a wildlife inventory of the site, develop a management plan, and identify projects that can be implemented the first year.  The ultimate goal of the team is to have the site certified by WHC.

If you have are an interest in wildlife and land conservation projects, wildlife photography, hunting, bird watching, gardening, or other environmental or nature interests please contact the EHS department.  Any level of experience, knowledge or interest is welcome.
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