	More Trees in Our Future
Most of us couldn't identify a Common Hackberry or a Zelkova tree no matter how hard we tried. However, 50 fourth graders from Arlington Elementary School, their two teachers, and seven members of the Findlay Office Wild at Work team can now also identify a Lack Bark Elm, Kentucky Coffee Tree and Valley Forge Elm.

Those five trees were planted on Friday, November 9, at Arlington Elementary at the annual Trees for the Future event. The children helped plant the trees in a location near the playgroup equipment to help provide much needed shade for that area. The children sent out handmade invitations to their parents/grandparents so that they too could attend the event, and a number of them joined in the fun. 

The day began in the school cafeteria with a breakfast for everyone of donut holes, hot chocolate and apple cider, provided by Marathon. Stephanie Miller, Urban Forester with the State of Ohio Department of Natural Resources, then gave a brief presentation on trees. The children each read their own poems and sang a song about trees. They also wore t-shirts with trees on them that they decorated themselves in art class.  

Trees for the Future began back in 1998 with the basic idea that Marathon would purchase trees and/or shrubs for a local school and Findlay Office employees would help the children plant them. “The children really enjoy it, and it's a great way for Marathon to participate in the future of the community," notes Deborah Krajicek (Administrative Services), who leads the Findlay Office Wild At Work team.

	


