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Recycling Recap   
In 2005, the FOC began a recycling initiative which significantly increased recycling      activities. This initiative is part of the commitment made to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Environmental Performance Track Program (NEPT) to reduce our total quantity of non-hazardous waste sent to the local landfill by 5% by 2008. Since then, the FOC has increased recycling substantially and is ahead of schedule to achieve this goal. In 2006, the FOC recycled a total of 435,682 pounds of non-hazardous waste. A summary of the accomplishments of the 2006 recycling efforts are as follows:

· Plastic Bottles- 7,560 lbs (300% increase)        
· Aluminum Cans- 924 lbs (37 % increase) 
· Batteries- 1,750 lbs (25% increase) 
· Newspapers/magazines- 15,096 lbs (1% increase)
· Cardboard- 45,862 lbs (16% increase)
· Cell phones- 159 (100% increase)
· Toner cartridges- 6,653 lbs (16% decrease)
· White paper- 342,249 lbs (.05% decrease)
· Electronic Waste- 15,429 lbs (50% decrease)
The quantities of waste recycled have increased in most categories. The decrease in the quantity of toner cartridges and paper could be attributed to the continued decrease in use of hardcopy documents. The decrease in electronic waste could be attributed to the comparatively high quantity of e-waste generated in 2005 during the Quasar Project.
Office Paper Recycling
Paper makes up more than 40% of a typical landfill’s contents and does not easily biodegrade once compacted in a landfill. It also makes up 68% of all recycled material at the FOC. Proper disposal of white office paper is essential to the FOC recycling program. White office paper is collected in the blue recycle containers placed in individual work areas and all copy rooms. 
· White office paper includes: white and yellow tablet paper, all computer paper, laser printer paper, adding machine paper, non-glossy fax paper, white copier and typing paper, and post-it® notes.
· The following are examples of what SHOULD NOT go into the containers: coated or slick paper, manila folders, plastic binders, any material with food on it, glass, styrofoam, metal, rubber bands, or scotch tape.

What Else Can Be Recycled?

· Plastic bottles and aluminum cans can be recycled in each coffee bar and most major conference rooms

· Newspapers and magazines can be recycled at all mail centers and 1-Marathon Freight Elevator Lobby 

· Dry cell batteries used in pagers and radios can be disposed of in the designated collection containers located in 1-Marathon freight elevator lobby, 2-Marathon break room, Room 7002 and the Marketing Building main lobby. Please do not discard batteries in the office trash receptacles or send them through intracompany mail.  If a battery appears to be leaking or the casing is damaged, please contact Building Maintenance at extension 2293 for proper disposal.

· Copier ink cartridges can be forwarded to room 1658 or placed in the nearest available mail slot for pickup
· The Findlay Office ink jet cartridge and cell phone recycling program is available for all building occupants to recycle used ink jet cartridges found in the office or home.  The program utilizes a pre-addressed, postage paid envelope to recycle one cell phone with no accessories or an inkjet cartridge via the mail.  Recycling envelopes have been placed at the following recycling stations: 1st floor Marathon Building service elevator entrance, 2nd floor Marathon Building break room, and  1st floor Marketing Building main lobby.

Did You Know?-Recycling Facts
· Americans generate over 229 million tons of garbage per year or 4.4 pounds per person per day and currently only 22% of that is recycled
· 65,000 tons of cell phones are discarded every year in the U.S., adding toxic chemicals such as lead and brominated flame retardants to landfills
· The U.S. EPA estimates that more than 3.2 million tons of electronics are land filled each year. 
· Recycling adds value to the economy by employing 1.1 million people and generating annual revenue of 236 billion dollars
· Recycling saves energy and prevents pollution caused by the extraction and processing of virgin materials.
Thank you for your continued support of the recycling program. If you have any questions about recycling, hazardous waste or any other environmental issues, please contact me. I am located in 175-M and my extension is 2250.

Have a safe month!

Karla Snyder

