Adopt-A-Park Widens Scope 
Looking for an eco-friendly project that you can do with your whole family? Want to enjoy the outdoors and do something that benefits the community? Or do you know a teenager who is looking for ways to fulfill service hours?

Those are just a few of the reasons that Marathon’s Adopt-A-Park project might just be made for you. Hancock County has two nature preserves: Blue Rock and Oakwoods, both located just minutes from downtown Findlay. Marathon began its Adopt-A-Park initiative a year ago with the Blue Rock Nature Preserve as part of the Wild@Work program. Now, at the request of the Park Department, the group will finish up a few projects there and then take on the larger 154-acre Oakwoods Nature Preserve, located two miles from downtown Findlay south of West Sandusky Street on CR 144.

At Blue Rock, the Adopt-A-Park team picked up litter, did some pruning and reseeded an area with grass seed in early November. Those participating included Don Snyder (Commercial Credit), Daniele Gustin (Business Integrity), Robert Calmus (Public Affairs), Jim Firth (HR), Ben Hill (M&TE), Matt Redfield (friend of Marathon) and Sarah Betts of the Park Department. “We will also do a tree planting at Blue Rock this Spring, as part of the Wild@Work program, before formally making the switch to Oakwoods,” says Don Snyder, who coordinates both Marathon’s Adopt-A Park and Adopt-A-Highway programs.

Activities at Oakwoods might include general cleanup, pruning, or any number of special projects, says Michelle Rumschlag, who coordinates volunteers for the Parks Department. “Our volunteers are very important to us,” she says. “They provide a wealth of knowledge and experience that we can tap into. Without them, we wouldn’t be able to do nearly as much.”

Daniele Gustin is one of the volunteers who has been a regular for the past several years in both the Adopt-A-Park and Adopt-A-Highway programs, and she encourages more Marathoners to get involved. “Both of them are fun and rewarding programs,” she says. “It’s nice to get out in the fresh air, meet other Marathoners and best of all, help improve the community. Just a little bit of time can help in a big way.”

The AAP program is open to everyone (including families with no age restrictions for children, and friends, and no required training), versus the AAH program which is limited to adults only.  “One of the reasons for initiating this was because some parents were disappointed that they couldn’t bring their kids out to pick-up litter with the highway program,” adds Don, who notes that anyone who would like to be put on the volunteer list should give him a call. “The Adopt-A-Park program is perfect for everyone.”  

