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A Buffalo Vehicle Maintenance Facility Publication

Environmental Issues You Need to Know

Issue No.1 – February 16, 2008
THIS MONTH:  Our efforts to achieve Performance Track goals 
A message from Michael McMann 
Manager, Vehicle Maintenance
We are pleased to announce that the Buffalo Vehicle Maintenance Facility has become a member of the EPA’s prestigious National Environmental Performance Track program. As the sole provider of vehicle maintenance repair for all Postal Service vehicles servicing the greater Buffalo area, we are pleased to let you know that we are doing our part to reduce pollution and expand recycling. Our office has been recycling and practicing pollution prevention for many years. However, this year, we are committed to reducing the amount of non-hazardous materials sent to landfills and in increasing the use of re-tread tires. This newsletter provides some ways we plan to achieve these two goals. To learn more about our environmental programs please contact me at: 716-846-2550.
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Goal 1: Reduce Solid Waste Disposal through Recycling
Our goal is to reduce the amount of solid waste we dispose of from 17.34 tons in 2006 (our baseline year)  to 17.19 tons in 2009.  We can achieve our goals by recycling all of the alkaline batteries we generate and by ensuring that all plastic, cardboard and paper is never placed in the trash.  We need your help to recycle;

· Cardboard

· Mixed Office Paper

· Alkaline Batteries

· Plastics

Goal 2: Increasing the Use of Recycled Content Tires
In 2006 we procured 12,821 pounds of recycled content tires. Our goal is to procure 13,154 pounds of recycled content tires by 2010. We can achieve that goal by diligently continuing to use retread tires in accordance with USPS vehicle maintenance policies. 

A Summary of Our Recycling Program 

In 2006 we recycled 4,725 gallons of used oil, 204 gallons of parts cleaner, 1,700 gallons of antifreeze, 315 batteries, and 1,675 oil filters, and 3,300 tires. We also created a market for recycled content products by purchasing 1,480 retread tires during Fiscal Year 2007.
While we have made great progress, we still need to reduce the amount of solid waste that goes into the dumpster. Please remember the key to our success is your diligence in sticking to the 3 Rs – Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.

Postal Service Expands Recycling 
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The Western New York District of the U.S. Postal Service operates one of the most successful recycling programs in the federal government. Our 428 Post Offices recycle mixed paper, cardboard and a wide variety of universal wastes (i.e., batteries, bulbs, electronics, etc.).  We recycle Undeliverable Standard Mail (USM) in 100% of our facilities and also offer recycling programs for our Post Office Box lobby customers.  Our program has been successful because of your efforts to make a difference.  

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Post Offices in Western New York are all members of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s WasteWise program. In 2005 we achieved the program’s highest honor – The WasteWise Hall of Fame!
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