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1.0 Scope and Objective

This procedure applies to the activities, products, and services of all departments and operations of Covanta Fairfax.  It describes the facility’s process for identifying environmental aspects, determining those that are significant, and keeping this information up-to-date. 

2.0 Procedure 

The Environmental Specialist develops, possibly working with personnel from other similar Covanta facilities, a list of environmental aspects of the facility’s activities, products, and services.  These are organized according to major compliance areas including air, water, waste, resources and noise.

2.1 Within each of the above areas, the environmental aspects are listed in an Aspects Analysis Spreadsheet. These include inputs and outputs (including wastes and products), and represent both normal and abnormal (e.g., upset or accident situation) operating conditions.  The environmental aspects identification is performed by the Environmental Specialist based on knowledge of the areas and their environmental issues, and in consultation with the Facility Manager and other facility personnel as necessary. 

2.2 The basis for determining which environmental aspects are significant will be the professional judgment of the Environmental Specialist and the Facility Manager, possibly working with other personnel from similar Covanta facilities and taking into consideration the following factors:

· Regulatory requirements;

· Community concerns; and

· The aspect’s potential harm to the environment.


The determination utilizes a scoring system for ranking aspects.  The basis for the scoring system and criteria used for designating an aspect as “significant” are provided below.


Ranking determinations are the sum of the significance and likelihood scores. Both significance and likelihood are scored on a scale from 1 to 5 as follows:

  
1 - not significant 
3 – significant
5 - very significant


1- not likely

3 - likely 


5 – very likely


The significance and likelihood scores are summed to determine the overall ranking of the environmental aspect. Significant environmental aspects are those with an overall ranking of 7 and greater. 

2.3 After developing an initial list of significant aspects, the Environmental Specialist reviews the list with the Facility Manager and others as appropriate, before finalizing the list. 

2.4 The facility’s list of environmental aspects and the identified significant environmental aspects are reviewed and updated (as needed) but on an annual basis at a minimum. 

2.5 Based on the judgment of the Environmental Specialist, the environmental aspects list may be reviewed and updated in response to significant facility changes (e.g., equipment, products, or processes), or changes to regulatory requirements that might trigger the need for an environmental aspects review.  These non-routine reviews may focus on specific functional areas affected by the change. 

3.0 Related Documents

Change Management Procedure (EMS-006)

Legal and Other Requirements Procedure (EMS-002)

4.0 Responsibilities

As noted above.

5.0 Records

Aspects Analysis Spreadsheet

6.0 Attachments

None 


