
Providing a FIRST CHOICE community
through excellence in public service
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• prevent pollution 

• comply with
environmental
laws or regulations

• make continuous 
improvement
toward protecting
the environment

T hree fundamental 
purposes of 
Chesterfield County’s
Environmental
Management Systems:

How 
Chesterfield County 

is working 
to protect you and 
your environment

How 
Chesterfield County 

is working 
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ment through a systematic approach. It has established
methods to identify where impacts can be reduced,
put resources in place to make it happen, study the
results, and act on ways to improve those efforts on an
ongoing basis.

Established in 2002, the system has enabled
Chesterfield County to reduce its
impact on the environment in
numerous ways. It also is enabling
the organization to achieve another
of its strategic goals,“to be exem-
plary stewards of the public trust
and a model for excellence in 
government.”

A record of success
The county's Proctors Creek

Wastewater Treatment Plant, for
instance, is the state's first waste-
water facility to achieve Exemplary
Environmental Enterprise status in
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality's
Virginia Environmental Excellence Program.The county's
Fleet Management division's voluntary efforts to reduce
its impacts on the environment also have earned

Chesterfield County certifica-
tion with the International
Organization for
Standardization. One of the
ways the division is reducing

its impact is by recycling oil from vehicles by using it in
Clean Burn furnaces to heat facilities.

These efforts and many more not only are reducing the
county's overall impact on the environment, but also 
are providing many other benefits by: reducing environ-
mental risks; providing assurance that the county is in
compliance with environmental regulations and building
positive relationships with state and federal agencies;
improving communication throughout the organization
and with the customers it serves; and increasing the effi-
ciency in which services are provided, which reduces costs.

Seeking creative solutions
The next time you step onto a county sports field or

throw a cereal box into a
recycling container, see a
county truck or visit a
Chesterfield County build-
ing, be assured that your
county has put lines on
that field using non-aerosol
paint, that the curbside
recycling program contin-
ues to expand countywide,
that pilot programs are
fueling many vehicles with alternative, less environmen-
tally harmful fuels, and that energy conservation programs
are at work in county buildings and schools. Chesterfield
County's official color is, after all, green.

An organization-wide approach to safe-
guarding the environment is leading

Chesterfield County to a 
greener future.

From recycling motor oil 
and reducing the use of

aerosol products, to setting 
environmental standards in
wastewater treatment and
exploring alternative fuels,
Chesterfield County shows the
same commitment to protect-
ing the environment that it
does to providing world-class

customer service and promoting an exceptional quality of
life for its residents.

Chesterfield County cares about the environment. One
of its strategic goals is “to be responsible protectors of the
environment.”

A systematic approach
When county departments

and divisions approach environ-
mental issues, they don't go it
alone. Chesterfield County's
Environmental Management
System is enabling it, as an
organization, to reduce the
impacts that its programs and
services have on the environ-
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M a k i n g a
D i f f e r e n c e
M a k i n g a
D i f f e r e n c e
w i t h  a  s ys t e m at i c  a p p r o a c h

 


