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Environmental Issues You Need to Know

Issue No. 1 – March 21, 2008
THIS MONTH:  Our efforts to achieve Our New Performance Track goals 
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A message from David Mastroianni

Plant Manager
We are pleased to announce that the Hartford Processing & Distribution Center has renewed its membership in the EPA’s prestigious National Environmental Performance Track program. Our office has been recycling and practicing pollution prevention for many years. However, this year, we are committed to increasing the recycling of alkaline batteries, using recycled content paper and reducing energy consumption. This newsletter provides some ways we plan to achieve these three goals. To learn more about our environmental programs please contact Jon Carson at: (860) 524-6323
[image: image4.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]
Goal 1: Energy Conservation
Pollution Prevention Plan – We are using our Environmental Management System (EMS) to identify ways to reduce energy consumption. Our goal is to reduce overall energy consumption by 5% by 2009.

Goal 2: Alkaline Battery Recycling
We have a goal to increase alkaline battery recycling by 50%. We can do this by reducing the amount of alkaline batteries thrown in the trash. To ensure we meet our goal, each of us will need to be diligent in separating these recyclable batteries from the dumpster and tracking recycling. Remember plastic, rubber, cardboard, & paper is also recyclable. Place the following in separate containers for recycling:

· Alkaline Batteries   ( Cardboard
· Paper    

   (  Metals

Goal 3: Increased Use of Recycled Content Paper
Using recycled content paper saves energy and natural resources. For the next three years we have a goal to increase the amount of recycled content paper. We can achieve this goal by buying 40% recycled content paper over the current practice of using only 30% recycled content. The environmental benefits of this procurement initiative reduce our impact on the environment.

Our Recycling Program 

In 2007 we recycled 501 batteries, 35 tons of metal, 90 tons of cardboard 29 tons of wood and 2,109 tons of mixed paper. 
While we have made great progress, we still need to reduce the amount of solid waste that goes into the dumpster. The key to our success is your diligence in sticking to the 3 Rs – Reduce, Reuse & Recycle.

Postal Service Expands Recycling 
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The Connecticut District of the U.S. Postal Service operates one of the most successful recycling programs in the federal government. Our Post Offices recycle mixed paper, cardboard and a wide variety of universal wastes (i.e., batteries, bulbs, electronics, etc.).  We recycle Undeliverable Standard Mail at 100% of our facilities.  Our program has been successful because of your efforts to make a difference. 
DID YOU KNOW . . .
Post Offices in Connecticut District are all members of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s WasteWise program. In 2005 we achieved the program’s highest honor – The WasteWise Hall of Fame!
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Hartford PDC, 141 Weston Street, Hartford, CT 06101-9712
“To learn more about our environmental programs or to let us know of any environmental concerns regarding our mail processing operations, please contact Ron Robbins, Environmental Specialist at 860 285-7197”
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