Earth/Arbor Day Challenge 2007
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For the fourth straight year a grant from 3M has helped Menomonie Public School students participate in meaningful service projects that impact the natural environment in a positive way.  This year’s Earth Day activities where scheduled to coincide with Arbor Day, Friday, April 27.  About 45 3M Menomonie volunteers helped students with a variety of projects throughout the county that afternoon.  Several of the projects were actually conducted on 3M Menomonie land.  3M projects included invasive buckthorn removal on portions of our wooded property bordering Menomin Park, the placement of 6 wood duck and 15 bluebird houses, and a spring wildlife inventory.  The wild life inventory, conducted by the high school environmental biology class, is a necessary step for the site to achieve Wildlife Habitat Council (WHC) site certification.
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 Placement of nest boxes and establishing a monitoring program is another project that the plant WHC team must conduct this year to apply for certification. 

3M Menomonie volunteers also assisted in the other projects that afternoon including:

Gilbert Creek Planting Project: planted several hundred wildlife shrubs, conifers, and hardwoods on or near trout stream restoration site 
 

Red Cedar Trail Planting Project:  planting of native trees/shrubs along areas of the Red Cedar State Trail
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Menomonie Middle School, 6th grade planting project:  planted trees/shrubs in Stout Foundation/School District Property around the school  
Muddy Creek Wildlife Habitat Project – habitat improvement, fence removal, planting, and brush cutting 

School Forest Planting Project:  planted sugar maple and yellow birch trees and removal of box elder trees 

