PUBLIC MEETINGS
· Site-Specific Advisory Board Meetings
Not applicable. The West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) is a U. S. Department of Energy project being conducted at a New York State-owned site. The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) manages the portion of the site not being used by DOE to conduct the Project. DOE and NYSERDA considered establishing a SSAB. Due to the fact that the site is owned by New York State, the decision was made that a SSAB would not be appropriate.

· Site-Specific Advisory Board Committee Meetings
Not applicable. See response above.

· Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Public Meetings
12/2 RCRA Part B Permit Pre-Application Meeting

· Citizen Task Force (CTF) Meetings or Workshops
All CTF meetings begin are held from 7-9:30 p.m. CTF meetings were held on the following dates in CY2004: 1/4, 2/18, 3/17, 4/21/, 5/19, 6/16, 7/21, 8/18, 9/27, 10/20, 11/17, 12/15. Topics for these meetings included the Decommissioning Plan and the RCRA Part B Permit Application.

· Meetings with Local, State, Tribal Government Officials
Local Government Officials
3/1 Briefing and tour for local government officials and other stakeholders to update them on Project activities.

3/18 Dedication of the Remote-Handled Waste Facility was attended by U.S. Senator Schumer as well as local government officials and stakeholders. 

6/30 NYS Legislative visit to brief on start-up of the Remote-Handled Waste Facility.

Seneca Nation of Indians
2/11 Met to discuss the Final Waste Management Environmental Impact Statement and gather input prior to issuance of a Record of Decision. 

· Legally Required Public Meetings
Quarterly Public Meetings. General Project updates and CTF activity updates were topics at each Quarterly Public Meeting. CY2004 meetings were held on February 10, 2004, May 11, 2004, August 10, 2004, and November 9, 2004, on the following topics: Waste Management and Decommissioning EISs, Facility characterization, waste tank status, main plant decontamination, waste shipping, Decommissioning Plan, Remote-Handled Waste Facility operations, rail spur upgrades, sodium-bearing waste project, 2003 ASER, Rad. Con, Vitrification Facility dismantlement.

· Additional Stakeholder Public Meetings/Workshops
Presented WVDP briefing at "Leadership Cattaraugus" on April 27, for 25 Cattaraugus County's business leaders. The event was sponsored by the Olean Chamber of Commerce to discuss significant issues in Cattaraugus County.

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND OUTREACH
· Public Tours

Public site tours were routinely conducted for educational groups and community groups until the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2002. Since September 11, site tours have been limited to those that are related to conduct of site business.

1/15 Briefing and tour for local off-site emergency response personnel to give them a briefing and tour of the newly operational Remote-Handled Waste Facility. 
8/9 Briefing and tour for local off-site emergency response personnel to discuss on-going low-level waste shipments.
· Responses to public inquiries and requests
Provided in-kind service through materials and copying services to local Boy Scout and Girl Scout Troops, volunteer fire hose companies, schools, and civic organizations.

Responded to over 55 inquiries through telephone, e-mail and Internet requests for Project information.
· Presentations and educational activities
Traveling Technology Exhibit: The Traveling Technology Exhibit was designed and fabricated to educate the public about the West Valley Demonstration Project and inform them of Project activities and accomplishments. The exhibit also provides information on radiation, explaining how we live with it naturally and how if affects the work we do at the Project.

Visitors
4/29 Olean and Salamanca High School Environmental Students 29
5/21 Stella Niagara 104

6/2 Union Pleasant Elementary School - 5th Graders 128

6/7-8 West Seneca West Middle School - 8th Graders 319

7/27 St. Bonaventure University Student Journalism Camp 10

10/16 WNY Science Day 189

Off-site Presentations: Presentations about the Project to schools and local civic organizations.
Audience
2/6 Salamanca Central School Career Day 105
2/26 West Valley Central School Science Fair 225

4/21 BEAM Career Day 85

5/12 Mock Interview Sessions with Cheektowaga High School Seniors 

6/11 BEAM Science Project for 6th - 8th grades

· Publications
Media Communications. In addition to various public meeting advertisements, press releases/media advisories were issued on:

3/18 Remote-Handled Waste Facility Dedication
5/4 Mercy Flight and Bertrand Chaffee Hospital Donation

5/10 St. Bonaventure Donation

10/22 West Valley Central School Check Presentation

11/5 WVDP Supports Springville's Preschool Learning Center

Trade Journal Publications. The following article was published in the September/October 2004 issue of Radwaste Solutions magazine: Finding (and Counting) the Needles in a Haystack.
Presentations. Various presentations were developed for off-site presentations, site stakeholder visits, and technology sharing events with other DOE facilities.
Brochures. WVDP Project and Traveling Technology Exhibit
Fact Sheets. For use for responses to inquiries: Project History, Project Partners, Remote-Handled Waste Facility, Project Management, High-Level Waste Processing, Decontamination and Decommissioning, Innovation and Technology, and Vitrification Dismantlement.
The site does not have a Speakers Bureau however monthly Communications Seminars are conducted throughout the year to provide interested employees with information on project work topics. One Communications Seminars was held in CY2004:

7/15 Progress Update on the HEC and XC-2 Projects 36 employees
MISCELLANEOUS
"SUCCESS STORIES:" 
Safety Recognition. The WVDP conducted work in several highly radioactive areas of the former nuclear fuel reprocessing center during 2004 while maintaining the best safety record in the DOE complex. The Department of Energy recognized the exemplary safety record at the WVDP at the 20th Annual National Voluntary Protection Program Participants' Association Conference held in Las Vegas in September by presenting West Valley Nuclear Services Company, the site's operator, with the "Legacy of Stars Award." WVNSCO is the first and only DOE contractor to receive this highest DOE-VPP safety award, which is given in recognition of the full commitment the site has to maintaining safety and health programs.
Completion of Major Project Activities. The WVDP completed challenging work in key areas of the former nuclear fuel reprocessing facility. Decontamination of Extraction Cell-2, the Process Mechanical Cell, and the General Purpose Cell were completed in 2004. In addition, the three major vessels from the Vitrification Cell were packaged and removed.
