3b. If no, please explain why you believe this 

indicator should be included as a performance

commitment.

Background

Covanta Bristol, Inc. is a municipal waste combustor processing 650 tons per day of solid waste into renewable energy.  The facility serves the waste disposal needs of fourteen surrounding towns/communities. Not surprisingly, our Environmental Impact Analysis indicates air emissions to be of highest significance with respect to facility operations.  However, due to (1) existing air emission limits imposed by regulation and permit, and (2) the facility’s actual emissions (typically well below permissible levels), any additional emissions reductions would yield little or no environmental benefit (except for NOx – which we targeted with our second Commitment).

In addition to identifying the environmental impacts, targets, and objectives at the facility, Covanta also took into account local and regional environmental concern/priorities in selecting categories for future performance commitments.  Based on Covanta’s research and subsequent discussions with local environmental research/advocacy groups, and personnel from the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CT DEP) and US EPA, reducing diesel emissions in the school environment was identified as a priority issue in Connecticut.  Specifically, this issue can be addressed by installing emission control retrofits on older school buses to reduce child exposure to diesel particulate matter (PM) emissions.

Covanta’s Proposed Performance Commitment

Covanta proposes to retrofit three (3) school buses with tailpipe emission controls.  The following specifics are proposed:

Emission Control Technology
The following PM control technologies were considered: diesel particulate filter (DPF), diesel oxidation catalyst (DOC), and closed crankcase filtration system.  DPFs are emission devices that collect PM in the exhaust stream, can be installed on new and used buses, and must be used in conjunction with ultra-low sulfur diesel (ULSD) fuel.  Average PM emission reductions range from 85-95% with the combination of DPFs and ULSD.  DOC and closed crankcase filtration system are often used in combination to reduce PM emissions in the exhaust stream and bus passenger compartments by an average of 30%.

The combination of DOC and closed crankcase filtration system, while much less in cost than DPF, provides only moderate PM emission reductions. Thus, to maximize emission reductions and ensure the school children are afforded the maximum protection from exposure to PM, DPFs were chosen as the emission control technology.

Target Community

Covanta currently serves the waste disposal needs of 14 Connecticut towns.  In selecting a target community among our member towns, strong consideration was given to the environmental burdens associated with urban areas, as well as the fact that ambient air pollution levels are typically highest in cities.  In light of these factors, the City of New Britain was deemed a good match for this environmental performance commitment.

Target Completion Date

Covanta plans to submit an NEPT application to US EPA in October 2006, part of which will detail this proposed environmental performance commitment.  Once Covanta is accepted into the NEPT program, the bus retrofit project can then be scheduled.  It is anticipated that the project will be completed during CY 2007, and Covanta will work with DATTCO (bus owner/operator) to ensure the maximum environmental benefit is achieved with respect to the timing of the retrofits and the New Britain school year.

It is Covanta’s understanding that DATTCO can identify the specific school buses that serve the target urban community.  Ideally, these school buses will continue to serve the same urban community for some time after the emission control retrofit; we understand this is logistically possible and will rely on DATTCO’s expertise for this issue.  Covanta will provide the funding for purchase of the DPFs, and we understand DATTCO is familiar with and can install the DPFs, having already completed this type of installation for other school buses.  It is also Covanta’s understanding that ULSD will be readily available at DATTCO for use in the retrofitted school buses.

