3M Environmental Grant Proposal

Earth Day Challenge III


The School District of the Menomonie Area has placed emphasis on service learning projects that involve K-12 students and environmental education.  These projects allow students to learn about environmental issues and participate in meaningful activities, which improve the natural environment, both locally and globally.  

The second annual “Earth Day Challenge” (sponsored by 3M) took place the week of April 22nd 2005.  After choosing a project of interest, elementary, middle and high school students learned about their project through hands-on classroom activities.  On Earth Day (April 22), students spent the afternoon working on their projects throughout the community.  Projects in the Earth Day Challenge included: 
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Lakeshore Clean-ups, Stream Clean-ups, School Yard Clean-ups, City Parks Clean-ups, Red Cedar Trail Clean-up (entire trail system) 

Wildlife Shrub/Tree Planting – Gilbert Creek 

Wetland Restoration Project – Knights Creek 

Trout Stream Restoration Projects - Hay Creek

Buckthorn Project (Invasive Species)-Menomin Park 

Oak Regeneration Plantings – Menomonie School Forest

Wildlife Nesting Boxes (construction and placement)

Plantings on School Property

Recycling Work at the Dunn County Transfer Station

In addition to this list, all 6 elementary schools had Earth Day Celebrations!  Some schools put on plays and musical events.  Other schools had a raptor education program.  several schools planted trees and shrubs.  In total, the school district had more that 1500 students participating in Earth Day Projects.  This would not have been possible without the generous funding by 3M.  
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The School District of Menomonie would like to again request funding from 3M to sponsor The 3rd Annual Earth Day Challenge.  This year, we would again like to celebrate Earth Day with meaningful, hands-on projects that involve all students K-12.  

Some of the Projects planned for this year will include:  

Wetland Restoration Project (Knights Creek/DOT Project) This project will continue from last spring.  Plantings, nest boxes, seeding, and wildlife plots will be completed.  

Wildlife Plantings (Dunn County):  Thousands of wildlife shrubs/trees will be planted around the county to benefit local wildlife.  Conifers, dogwood, crabapple, Red Osier, hawthorn, and plum will be planted.  

Invasive Species Project (Dunn County parks, school forest):  This project will include pruning of invasive species at various locations in Dunn County.  

Devils Punchbowl Scientific Area (Dunn County, WWLT):  This project will include working closely with the Western Wisconsin Land Trust.  Students and adults will restore a prairie remnant, develop trails and signs.  

School Yard Restoration Projects: Planting of trees, shrubs, and plants.  Nest box constructions and placement.

Lake Shore Projects:  Clean-ups, lakeshore plantings, water quality monitoring, storm sewer stenciling, stream side clean-ups.  

Dunnville State Wildlife Area Projects:  This will again include nesting box placement, clean-up projects, and plantings.

Red Cedar Trail Project:  Students will walk the entire trail system.  Students will pick up trash, rake the trail and make simple repairs.  

Wildlife Nesting Box Construction and Installation:  Building and placement of Wood Duck Houses, bluebird houses, bat houses, and other nesting structures.  Placement to occur in Dunn County.
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We will again ask for cooperation between the School District of Menomonie and the following organizations:

Department of Natural Resources – Forestry, 

Wildlife, Fisheries

Department of Transportation

Dunn County Land Conservation Department

Dunn County Solid Waste 

Pheasants Forever

Dunn County Fish and Game

3M

Project Budget:  

We are asking 3M for funding for these projects.

Items and Approximate Costs: 
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Transportation by school bus to project areas

$1000

Materials for bird/bat houses, duck boxes

$1000


wood, hinges, posts, etc.  

Tree/Shrub Planting Purchases


$500
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Trout Stream Restoration (materials)


$500

Elementary Earth Fairs, Programs, Presentations
$1000

Tools and equipment




$500

Misc. Costs: gloves, paint, seed,


$500


instructional supplies, etc.    

Estimated Expenses:  $5,000

Grant Request:  $5,000

Evaluation:  Through the completion of these service learning projects, students will have a better understanding of the natural environment and our impact on it.  Students and community members will be more knowledgeable of local environmental issues, and will be better stewards of planet earth.  Surveys can be used prior to the projects and upon completion of the service learning projects to gauge student attitudes towards the natural environment.  (If needed)
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Thank you for considering our proposal.

M. Paul Verdon

Environmental Education Coordinator

School District of the Menomonie Area
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