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ASPEN HIGHLANDS COMPLETES LARGEST SOLAR PROJECT IN THE SKI INDUSTRY
Aspen Highlands Patrol Headquarters Partially Powered by 2.3 kW Solar Array
ASPEN, Colo. (Wednesday, March 8, 2006) – Aspen Skiing Company announced completion of the largest solar energy system in the ski industry. The 2.3 kilowatt array is part of Aspen Highland’s patrol headquarters at the top of the Loge lift. The system provides enough energy annually to run an average home for half a year. In the summer, when the building isn’t occupied, the system runs the electric meter backwards, creating a credit for the following year. 
Aspen Highlands Mountain Manager Ron Chauner says, “The building site was selected to take advantage of the stunning views of the Maroon Creek Valley and portions of the Highland Bowl as well as the solar gain the structure collects during a sunny day.  Now that the solar panels are in operation the vision for this building to be as self sufficient as possible is complete.”  
The 2.3 kilowatt solar array produces 9.6 kilowatt-hours per day, or 3,500 kWh per year. (A kilowatt-hour is the amount of energy it takes to run a dishwasher through one cycle.) This clean energy production keeps 7,000 pounds of carbon dioxide, the primary greenhouse gas, out of the atmosphere annually --- that’s five car-weights worth of pollution.  In a day, the system generates enough electricity to lift an F-150 from the base of Aspen Highlands to the summit, more than 3,600 vertical feet, or the amount of energy it takes to ride a bike 1,000 miles; it’s the equivalent of the amount of work ten strong men (or women) could do in a day.  
The project cost approximately $23,000 to complete.   Aspen Skiing Company received grants from Holy Cross Energy and the Community Office of Resource Efficiency to pay for 40% of the installation costs.   
Funds from Holy Cross Energy were provided through their WE CARE (With Efficiency, Conservation And Renewable Energy) rebate program. Holy Cross Energy Member Services Supervisor, Steve Casey says, “The Highlands PV system demonstrates that small scale projects can provide lasting benefits to the environment.  Holy Cross Energy is excited about the contributions we are making to the ‘Renewable Energy Generation’ movement.  We look forward to playing an active role in future projects contemplated by Aspen Skiing Company and other consumers within our service territory.”
About Aspen Skiing Company  

Aspen Skiing Company operates the four mountains in the Aspen/Snowmass area - Snowmass, Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands and Buttermilk - as well as the award-winning Ski & Snowboard Schools of Aspen/Snowmass. The area offers unparalleled nightlife and off-slope activities as well. Aspen/Snowmass is accessible by two of the most convenient airports in the mountains - Aspen Sardy Field (ASE) (3 miles from Aspen) and Eagle County Regional Airport (EGE) (70 miles from Aspen). For more information on Aspen Skiing Company, please call 800-525-6200 or 970-925-1220, or visit the company's website at www.aspensnowmass.com.  
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