Further Description of Commitment 4

Short description of the environmental problem or issue that addressed:
This is a continuation and expansion of a previous Performance Track Commitment. The Pigeon River Restoration Project (http://web.utk.edu/~mjwilson/index.php) began in Tennessee portions of the Pigeon River in 2001 and was expanded to North Carolina sections of the river in 2003. It is managed by the Department of Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries at the University of Tennessee and is funded by several public and private organizations including Blue Ridge Paper Products. The project is overseen by a steering committee made up of fisheries experts and water quality and wildlife regulatory officials from North Carolina, Tennessee and the Federal government.

Importance as an environmental issue:

Historical impacts to the Pigeon River had depleted fish stocks in the Pigeon River, but the health of the river recovered significantly in the 1980s and 1990s as a result of modernization projects at the Canton Mill. Game fish and other aquatic populations returned, but because of geographical factors some non-game fish species historically present in the Pigeon River remained absent. During the past 6 years, non-game species were collected from other watersheds in the Blue Ridge and Great Smokies and were re-introduced to the Pigeon River in both Tennessee and North Carolina. The focus of activities during the next 3 years will be additional species re-introductions in North Carolina and enhanced study of the river in both states to assess re-introduced species viability and watershed factors related to reintroduction success.

Description of the activities we intend to conduct:

This is an activity-based measure with several components including:

· number of reintroductions by species
· number of biological survey trips to assess re-introduced species viability (survival and reproduction)
· number biological survey trips to assess aquatic habitat and watershed factors related to non-game species survival, additional re-introduction sites and possible additional re-introduction species

Measuring the environmental benefits of the project:

Continued activity-based measure including professional staff time devoted to Pigeon River watershed protection and education.

	Summary of milestones, projected dates of milestones, and desired outcome/environmental benefit below.

	Milestone
Project Date
of Completion
Desired Outcome &
Environmental Benefit
10 specie reintroductions
12/08
Native non-game species reintroduced to the Pigeon River
Tangerine Darter reintroduced on Tennessee section 
12/08
First reintroduction of species in this section
2 biological surveys
12/08
biological assessments to measure reintroduction success


	Stakeholders/collaborators involved:

The University of Tennessee
Local NGO involved in protection of non-point source pollution to the Pigeon River


