Findlay Office Adopts-A-Park
Here’s something designed to involve the entire Findlay Office! Thanks to the efforts of the Findlay Office Wild at Work (W@W) team, the Findlay Office has been approved to “adopt” the Blue Rock Nature Preserve, located off of Bank Street on the south side of Findlay.  A sign at the park will note Marathon’s involvement.
While there are a number of parks in the county, the reason that Blue Rock Nature Preserve was chosen is because it is one of only two nature preserves in the area, which fits with W@W's environmental theme.  The Blue Rock Nature Preserve is an 11-acre strip-mined area which was returned to a natural state in 1980.  A self-guided interpretive trail starts near the Findlay water tower parking lot.  Marshy wetlands and wooded areas cover half the Preserve, home to a variety of wildlife such as birds, frogs, turtles and other small animals.  The Preserve received its name from the heavy, bluish clay mined from the property in the early 1900s.
“Some employees occasionally ask about having their kids assist with the Adopt-A-Highway program,” notes Don Snyder (Commercial Credit), who coordinates Marathon’s Adopt-A-Highway program and who has also volunteered to coordinate Adopt-A-Park.  “Unfortunately, the state does not allow anyone under 16 to help with this, and we can only allow employees and spouses in that group.  The park program does not have that restriction, nor do they require specific training so this will be a great way for employees, their children and anyone else who would like to join us to work together on a civic project. Volunteers may also occasionally receive passes for things like canoe rentals.” 
The Adopt-A-Park team can assist with a variety of projects in the long run, from trail restoration, installation of interpretive panels and supplemental plantings for the wildlife habitat.  Current plans are to coordinate quarterly activities.  Involvement in Adopt-A-Park can also help individual departments in meeting their environmental goals. The W@W team will also be able to note Marathon’s involvement in the program when the Findlay Office Complex goes through their Wildlife Habitat Council recertification in 2007. 

The first Adopt-A-Park event will be a brief litter cleanup and is scheduled for Saturday, October 28th from 10-11 a.m. (rain date November 4).  If you would like to volunteer and be on the Adopt-A-Park team, please send an e-mail to Don Snyder at pic code TP1 with the names and ages of those wishing to assist in the cleanup.   

