	A Future Full of Trees
Do you know a Canadian Hemlock from a Pagoda Dogwood? If not, the first and fifth graders at Arcadia Elementary School can probably help you out.

On October 30, thirteen members of the Findlay Office “Wild@Work” team traveled out to Arcadia for the ninth annual “Trees For the Future” project.  The project began back in 1998, with the basic idea that Marathon would purchase trees and shrubs for a local school and Findlay Office employees would help the children plant them. 

At Arcadia, both first and fifth graders have a curriculum that focuses on trees and the environment, so they were chosen to help with the planting.  A total of 87 children were involved. First, Marathon provided doughnuts with cider, hot cocoa and coffee.  The first graders sang everyone a song about trees, and selected fifth graders read poems and gave descriptions and backgrounds of the tree varieties being planted.  Then the group divided the children up and took turns planting the trees in an arboretum area located along the perimeter of the school grounds.

Marathon supplied a President Lincoln Lilac, American Hornbean, Silky Dogwood, Pagoda Dogwood, Valley Forge American Elm, American Cranberry, Tulip Tree, and three Silver Lindens. Representatives from the Arcadia Arboretum Committee also attended and they contributed a Norway Maple, Common Hackberry, Eastern Redbud, Common Bald cypress, Canadian Hemlock and Autumn Blaze Maple.

“The children really do get very excited about this, which makes it extremely rewarding,” notes Deborah Krajicek, HES professional.  “This year, we also gave them some goodies in Halloween bags.” These types of programs teach area school children that large corporations do make a concerted effort to protect our environment and the project also satisfies the community outreach requirement for the annual Findlay Office Complex wildlife habitat certification.

From the Wild@Work team, thanks to Deborah Krajicek, Karen Burgel, Robert Calmus, Terry Channels, Eric Duncan, Deb Feller, Norma Haley, Joe Horstman, Jill Niswonger, Marty Windstein, Nancy Wisner, Kay Noel and Beth Fultz.  Stephanie Miller, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Forestry Division and Martha Gurelle from the Wildlife Habitat Council were also present. Thanks also to Arcadia Elementary School Principal Gregory Vay, Superintendent Laurie Wallace, first grade teacher Kendra Holman, fifth grade teacher Susan Breitigan and Arcadia Arboretum Committee members Betty and Ray Marvin.

If you’re interested in joining the Findlay Office “Wild@Work” team, contact Deborah Krajicek.
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