Normalizing Factor: Mask Moves.

Fairchild manufactures integrated circuits.  The manufacturing process consists of building multiple layers of electrical circuits on a thin circular silicon disk called a “wafer”.  The principal process is called “photolithography” or photo for short.  During the photo process, a circuit pattern is exposed from a template called a “mask”.  Depending on the complexity of the circuit, a wafer can require 7 to 26 different mask layers.  These mask steps are referred to as “mask moves” in the industry and it is customary in the semiconductor industry to compare (normalize) productivity, costs, yield etc. with respect to mask moves. 
Consequently, because the complexity of the semiconductor product varies from order to order, week to week, normalizing to simply wafer’s manufactured will not give an accurate representation of the effort required to manufacture the wafer.  

That said, Fairchild will us Mask Moves as it’s normalizing factor.

