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Mission Zero:

our promise to eliminate

any negative impact our company
may have on the environment

by the year 2020.




December 21, 2007
Community Advisory Council Newsletter
Seasons greetings to you and best wishes for the upcoming year from all of us at InterfaceFABRIC. Following the newsletter format established two years ago, the Environmental Task Force has opted to convey our progress in regards to the US EPA Performance Track in the form of this newsletter.  
Our first goal originating in the previous Performance Track agreement established a goal to reduce absolute greenhouse gas emissions in metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e) by 5% from 2003 to 2006.  We are please to have met this goal hands down.
Going forward, the Guilford Facility has set forth in its Performance Track renewal agreement a goal to reduce its absolute greenhouse gas emissions in metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e) by 5% from 2006 to 2009.
The Greenhouse Gas reduction bodes well for our company.  We anticipate the in-house reductions along with the purchase of Green Tags (renewable energy certificates) will allow us to meet the next level of reductions as well.  This allows the company to certify that one million yards of our Terratex, a family of ecologically conscious fabrics, is made by using 100% renewable energy.
Our next objective from our previous agreement, which we accomplished, was to reduce the facility procurement and use of SARA 313 toxic chemicals.  From our baseline in 2003 of 861 pounds used, to our goal year of 2006 usage of 58 pounds, we are proud to say that we blew our 50% reduction goal out of the water by achieving a 90% plus reduction.  Furthermore, we have committed to again, to reduce our use of these listed toxic chemicals by another 50% by the year 2009.  We will keep you posted on our progress in upcoming newsletters.  Bear in mind the products targeted for elimination/reduction includes many products which are exempt from Federal SARA 313 reporting requirements (i.e., maintenance chemicals and products containing SARA 313 listed ingredients below the de minimus amount).  
Our last objective from our previous agreement which sunsets in 2006, was to increase the facility procurement of bio-based fiber and yarns to use in the weaving of our fabrics to 2.5%, by the end of 2006.  As you know, our fabrics have historically been 100% virgin polyester. Roughly this translates into 250,000 bounds of bio-base product needed to accomplish this goal.  In 2003, our baseline, we used no bio-based fibers or yarns.   By the end of 2006, we had exceeded our 2.5% goal by a small margin.  The bio-based fabrics have continued to grow in sales for our company and it seems like now that you can not watch the evening news without a green/sustainable segment.   It is amazing how it seems like everyone is onboard with green products and they are now seen as a money maker, and not as a token product line for a marketing brochure.
Our last and new Performance Track commitment to discuss is the creation of a 3000 square foot greenspace that will reduce the impact to stormwater and create usable habitat for small animals and birds, plus a small park for people to enjoy.  This area is now 100% covered in asphalt used for vehicle parking.  It will be located at the intersection of Oak Street and Route 15/150 in the center of town.   We will be leasing this area to the Town of Guilford to assist with this project.  The town has been working with the Community Development Block Grant system for monetary assistance with the project as well as Maine DOT, which plans on a highway reconstruction project for 2008 that will start at this intersection and encompass Elm Street/Route 15 north to the Guilford/Abbot town line. 
Thanks for sharing some time with InterfaceFABRIC as we strive to become a sustainable company through the objectives and targets we have just detailed.  We look forward to hearing any feedback you may have regarding these environmental issues, or feedback in general on any concern you may have regarding our company would be greatly appreciated.  You may contact me directly by phone at 207-876-1229, or email scott.taylor@interfacefabric.com.

I would also like to include the links to the EPA Performance Track program, the Maine Department of Environmental Protection Step-Up Program and the Interface Sustainability web site.  These sites contain excellent information on what these programs are all about and how companies are working towards environmental initiatives. Here they are:

http://www.epa.gov/performancetrack/                                          
http://www.maine.gov/dep/oc/stepup/index.htm
http://www.interfacesustainability.com/
Thanks and Happy Holidays,                                          
Scott Taylor

Environmental Coordinator
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