
Performance Category: 
Land and Habitat 

Description of Best Practice:
Increase native wildlife biodiversity on unused lands

surrounding the tire manufacturing facility. 

Why Was This Best Practice Implemented:
To promote employee and community involvement at

the tire manufacturing facility and with the Bridgestone
Firestone company in general. Events in the past 6 years
have shown that public and community relations are critical. 

Estimated Cost of Implementation:
Average $10,000 per year 

How Was This Best Practice Identified:
Bridgestone Firestone has been involved with the

Wildlife Habitat Council for years working on abandoned
properties. Expanding to unused lands at active manufac-
turing plants is the logical next step. 

Critical Success Factors:
1. Support from upper management. 

2. Unused land where there are no plans for development.

3. Desire for improved community and employee relations. 

Lesson Learned:
1. Promoting native vegetation and discouraging non-

native vegetation cannot be successfully completed
using standard farming techniques or equipment. 

2. You must find local experts to assist you, typically the
nicest and most interesting people around. 

Results Achieved:
• Local Boy Scout Troops installed 34 bluebird nesting

boxes in 2003. These boxes have produced blue bird
and tree swallow fledglings each year in the folowing
amounts:

Fledglings 2003 2004 2005
• Bluebird 25 64 115
• Tree swallow  25 26 50

• Trail work on the wildlife habitat area helped one
boy scout to earn the Eagle Badge. 

•The 900 acres the plant is on was originally a tree
nursery. 

• We have cleared 50 acres of left over nursery stock
to promote prairie grasses and discourage the non-native
invasive trees. 

• We have conducted controlled burns on 100 acres of
the land to promote prairie grasses and other native veg-
etation.

• Working with the Kids of the Community,
Tennnessee Chapter of the American Chestnut Foundation
we have planted 16 American Chestnut trees and 220
American & Chinese Chestnut hybrid trees. The hybrid
trees will be exposed to the blight to determine which
ones to be used for further back crossing and produce a
blight resistant American (mostly) Chestnut tree.

Contact Information:
Sean Fisher
Sr. Environmental Engineer - Warren Plant
Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC
725 Bridgestone Drive Morrison, TN 37357 
931-668-5500 (1) 1033 
seanfisher@bfusa.com
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