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Environmental Issues You Need to Know

Issue No. 1 – April 10, 2008
THIS MONTH:  Our efforts to achieve Performance Track goals 
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A message from Robert Fitzgerald
Plant Manager
We are pleased to announce that the Central Massachusetts Processing & Distribution Center has become a member of the EPA’s prestigious National Environmental Performance Track program. We are doing our part to reduce pollution and expand recycling. Our office has been recycling and practicing pollution prevention for many years. However, this year, we are committed to reducing the amount of solid waste we generate. This newsletter provides some ways we plan to achieve these four goals. To learn more about our environmental programs or to let us know of any environmental concerns regarding our operations, please contact Mike Kularski at: 508 793-5922 or Nick Varoutsos at 978 664-7741.
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Goal 1: Use Mail Transport Equipment
Pollution Prevention Plan – We are using our Environmental Management System (EMS) to identify ways to make better use of longer lasting Mail Transport Equipment. For the next three years we have a goal to make better use of MTE by using it preferentially over cardboard containers. We can do this by choosing 1046P hampers and plastic pallets wherever these are available. We will measure our progress by reductions in the purchase of Cardboard containers.

Goal 2: Enhance our wetlands

Our goal is to enhance the wetland environment on our property. Wetlands play an important role in protecting water quality and maintaining habitat for a variety of flora and fauna. Stay tuned as we develop our natural resources protection plan.

Goal 3: Reduce Oily Solids

Our goal is to reduce generation of oily solids by the year 2009. While the goal is daunting, we can make progress through more efficient use of oil in the preventive maintenance process.

Goal 4: Recycle Alkaline Batteries

All batteries should be recycled including alkaline batteries used for portable electronics, flashlights and other equipment. Do not throw these batteries in the trash. Contact your maintenance staff and they will let you know where we collect these batteries for recycling.
Our Recycling Program 

In 2007 we recycled 50 gallons of used oil, 120 pounds of oily solids, 221 pounds of batteries, 810 mercury containing lamps, 44 tons of cardboard and 306 tons of mixed paper. In addition, we also recycled 5 tons of metal & electronic equipment & laser toner cartridges.
While we have made great progress, we still need to reduce the amount of solid waste that goes into the dumpster. Our success rests with your diligence in sticking to the 3 Rs – Reduce, Reuse & Recycle.

Postal Service Expands Recycling 
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The Massachusetts District operates one of the most successful recycling programs in the federal government. Our 343 Post Offices recycle mixed paper, cardboard, batteries, bulbs, & electronics.  We recycle Undeliverable Standard Mail at all of our facilities.  Our program has been successful because of your efforts to make a difference.  

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Post Offices in Massachusetts are all members of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s WasteWise program. In 2005 we achieved the program’s highest honor – The WasteWise Hall of Fame!
�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





Central MA PDC


 P2 Plan








Central MA PDC, 192 Main Street, Shrewsbury, MA 01546

_1240813800

_1240813802

_1240813796.doc



