	Adopt-A-Highway Team Achieves Gold Star Status
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	Adopt-A-Highway Team
First row (from left): Karen Cashel, Daniele Gustin, Teresa Stechschulte, Don Snyder, Ron Kear of ODOT, Norma Haley, Priya Natarajan, Jim Firth. Second row: Robert Calmus, Jeff Haferd, Lenora Powell, Bob McCleave, Terry Channels, Kay Boniface, Jane Morrin, Randy Daniels. Third row: Bob Edds, Ted Schultz, Rick Leszkowicz, Jeff Van Horne. Not pictured: Marcia Alexander, Bob Arnet, Glen Boniface, Mike Burner, Anne Diehl, Kristi Eilerman, Todd Eilerman, Dave Gerardi, Al Holtzcher, Janet Holtzcher, Eric Hurst, Judy Hurst, Denny Huston, Janet Huston, Jim Mace, Tom McCleave, Jackie O'Flaherty, Jackie Porcello, Katie Rickle, Jim Roderick, Fred Schmits, Nina Schmits, Andrea Sprouse, David Sprouse, Jennifer Steiner-Burner, Kevin Walker, Lisa Walker.

	

	On October 26, a representative from the Ohio Department of Transportation honored Marathon’s Adopt-A-Highway team with a certificate signifying “Gold Star Group” status. An additional sign along Marathon’s stretch of road on Highway 224 also marks the accomplishment.

“ ‘Gold Star’ status means that we have been active for at least the past five years, picking up trash four times a year, and meeting some other requirements in terms of notifications and safety,” notes Don Snyder (Commercial Credit), who has coordinated the program since its inception 11 years ago. “While that doesn't sound like a big deal since we signed a contract stating we agreed to do this, I guess it is quite rare. There is only one other group in this area that has also done this, and it was a family.”

In addition to making Ohio’s roadways more attractive, Adopt-A-Highway groups save taxpayers money and allow skilled crews to concentrate on highway repairs. Last year, Adopt-A-Highway groups picked up almost 20,000 bags of litter statewide, saving taxpayers almost $500,000. The program began in 1989 and around 2,000 groups currently participate statewide.

Don notes that the group has met their commitment every year but one. “The only reason we didn’t make it that year was because of prolonged road construction along our site and some rain cancellations,” he says. “There are awards for having Gold Star Group status for 10 and 15 years, so I guess we can work on that next. Additionally, our group is a part of the Wild at Work team. The recognition we are receiving will help with the re-certification that Wild at Work periodically applies for, too.”

Want to join the Adopt-A-Highway team? With enough volunteers, everyone picks up trash just once a year. To put your name on the list, call Don Snyder at ext. 3241.


