Plant Hosts Dunn County LEPC Committee
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On March 18, 2004 the site was host to the Dunn County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC).  The LEPC consists of local elected officials, emergency response personnel (fire, police, emergency medical services, public health, etc), the media, the public, and industry.  The main purpose of the LEPC is to initiate emergency planning for accidental chemical releases that could threaten the community and the public.  The committee maintains off-site emergency plans for organizations that store and use hazardous materials, maintain a county-wide emergency response plan, and respond to public requests for information under the “community right to know” law.  Steve Senor, Con-Agra –Swiss Miss serves as the committee chair and Mike Wendt, 3M-Menomonie EHS department, serves as Vice-chair of the committee.


The plant offered to host the first quarter 2004 meeting to review the plant’s Integrated Contingency Plan (ICP).  The ICP places into one single plan the following regulations that call for emergency response planning: OSHA HAZWOPER (Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response, RCRA (hazardous waste) contingency plan, the off-site LEPC plan, OSHA Emergency Action Plan, OSHA & 3M PSM (Process Safety Management) standard/guidelines, the EPA SPCC (spill prevention control and countermeasure), and the EPA RMP (Risk Management Plan) "general duty” clause.


The basic outline for the plan was developed using a USEPA guidance template.  A unique and useful feature of the Menomonie plan is the flowcharting of the various emergency scenarios such as a plant evacuation or a chemical spill.  [image: image2.jpg]


The flow charts are color-coded to display what function in the organization is responsible (Security, ERT, outside agencies, etc.) in various steps of the emergency. 


The completed plan will be distributed to outside emergency agencies (fire, police, hospital, DNR, LEPC), plant Security, ERT, and the EHS department.  The plan will be stored electronically in the EHS Document Center (QDS).  Members of the Menomonie ICP development team were Gary Lewis, Bill Link, Michelle Geving, Karen Donnelly, and Mike Wendt. 
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