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2005 ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES AND HIGHLIGHTS
AT
ZION NATIONAL PARK LODGE
At Xanterra Parks & Resorts® we realize that the well-being of our company, and ultimately the Earth, depend upon the continued health of natural systems. We believe that it is impossible for businesses to be economically sustainable without being ecologically responsible. We are a company based upon values that reflect an environmental ethic for the long term. That’s why we named our Environmental Management System ecologix – representing a logical integration of ecology and business. 

Through the vision of our ecologix Environmental Management System, we are taking the lead in this calling and are implementing comprehensive environmental initiatives to protect the “beautiful places on earth”  – the mountains, canyons, rivers, and alpine ecosystems - to make a difference in our future and our children’s future. 

We believe that increasing the sustainability of natural systems is not just good business.  It is the right thing to do.”
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Andrew N. Todd, President/CEO


RECENTLY AWARDED TO ZION LODGE

· Department of Interior Outstanding Environmental Achievement Award 2004 
· Utah Pollution Prevention Award 2004 
· National Park Service Environmental Achievement Award 2004 (honorable mention)
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

· We are a voluntary member of EPA’s National Environmental Performance Track program.
· We are an EPA ENERGY STAR® Partner.
· We have developed a comprehensive Environmental Management System (EMS) to track resource use, train our employees, and continually improve our environmental performance. 
Here are just a few of the environmentally–friendly things that we do:

RECYCLING & SOLID WASTE

· Our solid waste production has dropped by over 60% from 2000 levels.
· We have a comprehensive recycling program.
· We reuse cardboard boxes and packing materials for mail orders and deliveries whenever possible.

· We compost all of our food wastes and donate the soil to the local community.
· We use bulk dispensers in fast-food operations instead of individually packaged condiments.

· We use bulk liquid soap dispensers in our rooms.

· We eliminated all Styrofoam drinking cups.

· We serve only tap beer in our dining room and lounge saving over 12,000 pounds of glass waste annually.

ENERGY CONSERVATION

· Our Electricity consumption has decreased by over 15% from 2000 levels.
· 50% of our electricity is procured from renewable wind power.

· We installed a 15,000 Watt PV Solar array at the Lodge.

· 90% of our lighting has been changed to energy-saving compact fluorescents, which use 1/4th the electricity of regular light bulbs.
· Computer and appliance purchases are EPA ENERGYSTAR approved. 

WATER CONSERVATION

· Our water use has dropped by 40% from 2000 levels.
· Natural landscaping, low flow retrofits and employee education saves over 9 million gallons of water per year.
· We replace towels and linens in guest rooms only on request to reduce water and detergent use.
POLLUTION PREVENTION 
· We removed an old polluting diesel-fired boiler and replaced it with energy efficient “on-demand” propane equipment.

· We use electric, propane and hybrid vehicles extensively at our operations.
· We exclusively use biofriendly soaps and cleaning products and no longer purchase aerosol cleaning products.
· We recycle all used batteries (including those from guests), freon, antifreeze, used oil and other universal wastes.
PURCHASING

· We purchase recycled content and chlorine-free paper whenever possible.
· We do not serve threatened or endangered fish species and do serve MSC certified sustainably harvested wild Alaskan Salmon whenever it is available.

· We exclusively serve fairly-traded, shade-grown organic coffee in our dining room.

· We sell recycled content tee-shirts, pullovers and blankets in our gift shops.
Most importantly, we plan on getting better every year!!
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