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November xx, 2005

Mr. Mark Smith

Chief, Hazardous Waste Management Branch

Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Environmental Protection Division

2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive

1154 East Tower

Atlanta, GA 30334

Re:  Barometric Oil Exclusion from RCRA Subtitle C

Dear Mr. Smith:

Thank you for responding to our letter dated August 8, 2005 in which we requested concurrence that barometric oil is a commercial chemical product.  This material is produced through the fractionation of crude tall oil and is properly classified as a co-product. Your response indicated that further information may be needed to clarify the exclusion of barometric oil from RCRA Subtitle C requirements.

To aid in this determination, shown below is a comparison of barometric oil to turpentine.  In 2002, the EPA determined that turpentine derived from pulping liquors is not a solid waste when it is burned for energy recovery
.  Barometric oil, as produced as a distillate from the processing of pulping liquors, is predominantly turpentine.  The composition, handling, use, and marketability of both products are similar
.  Supporting documentation for this information was contained in our August 8 submittal.

	Description
	Turpentine
	Barometric Oil

	Distillate of pulping liquors
	Yes
	Yes

	Suitable for use as fuel
	Yes
	Yes

	Heating value >15,000 BTU/lb
	Yes
	Yes

	Exhibits a characteristic (ignitability)
	Yes
	Yes

	No hazardous constituents not otherwise found in conventional fuels
	Yes
	Yes

	Intentionally produced
	Yes
	Yes

	Produced to specifications
	Yes
	Yes

	Handled as a valuable product
	Yes
	Yes

	Managed as valuable commodity
	Yes
	Yes

	Suitable for end use as-is
	Yes
	Yes

	Market available as a fuel
	Yes
	Yes

	Elevated sulfur levels
	Yes
	No


The material will be sold “as-is” by the trade name Sylvablend SF-75 as a commercial chemical product, including use as a fuel.  Blending, modification or additional refining is not required for this product to be burned as a fuel. In your response, you concurred that Arizona Chemical provided sufficient basis to market barometric oil as a non-RCRA regulated fuel . This does not, however, restrict Arizona Chemical from pursuing other non-fuel markets for this product.

We would also like to clarify the term “cutter stock”.  The Arizona Chemical product can be used as a stand alone fuel source or an end user may choose to blend the product with other fuels to modify their properties. This may include blending to reduce viscosity, sulfur emissions or increase heating value.  As an example, barometric oil could be added to No. 6 Fuel Oil to reduce viscosity and sulfur dioxide emissions. In this application, our product would be a considered a “cutter stock” in the fuels market terminology. 

We are unaware of any regulations that restrict the blending of recognized fuels in regard to solid waste determination.  Our review of the literature identified a number of examples where various fuel materials were classified by EPA or State regulatory agencies to be co-products or commercial chemical products based on applicable criteria.  These examples were also contained in our submittal of August 8.  For your reference, this information is summarized below:

	Material
	Classification
	Determination

	Turpentine (AFPA)
	Fuel
	Commercial Chemical Product

	LX-830 (Neville Chemical Co.)
	Fuel/Fuel Additive
	Co-product

	Coal Tar Distillates (Koppers Industries)
	Fuel
	Co-product

	Purge Monomer (NOVA Chemicals)
	Fuel/Feedstock
	Co-product

	(7) light hydrocarbon streams (Texas Eastman)
	Fuel/Fuel Blending
	Co-product


We believe the information in our initial request and this subsequent submittal are sufficient to conclude that Sylvablend SF75 is a commercial chemical product suitable for use as a fuel or use in other viable markets.  As such, the Comparable/Syngas Fuel Exclusion does not apply to Sylvablend SF75. 
By developing a market for this material we have reduced hazardous waste generation in the State of Georgia by several million pounds per year. We have also reduced our country’s dependence on fossil fuel. Thank you for your continued consideration of this matter.  Please contact Mark Tillman (912-238-7729) or Billy Goldberg (912-238-6736) if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Ken Collins

Plant Manager

Attachments

copy:  
Mr. David Yardumian


Ms. Lornette Harvey

�od way to put it.





�  Elizabeth Cotsworth to Richard Wasserstrom (08/08/2002), EPA Online Document Number 14609


�  Reference attached process flow diagram





