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3M NEW ULM RELEASES

ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE REPORT


New Ulm, MN – (Date of Release)  – The 3M manufacturing plant in New Ulm, MN, released its annual environmental performance report today.  The report outlines voluntary progress made as part of the facility’s membership in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (USEPA) National Environmental Performance Track program.  The membership recognizes 3M’s commitment to exceeding environmental protection requirements, both historically and in the future.


Performance Track companies and facilities have strong records of environmental management and exceed regulatory requirements for waste recycling and air and water pollution reduction.  The 3M New Ulm Plant is one of only 300 businesses and facilities nationwide recognized as a member of the program.   “All of us at 3M New Ulm are proud of membership to the National Environmental Performance Track Program.  We take our environmental responsibilities very seriously and our employees work very hard each day on continuous environmental improvement.  This commitment is evident in the voluntary progress that we’ve made toward reducing our environmental footprint”, said John Illikman, 3M New Ulm Plant Manager. 

In 2000, 3M New Ulm committed to reduce total solid waste, accidental releases of Freon R-22, Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) emissions, and energy consumption over the period of 2001 to 2003.  The 2003 performance report indicates that total solid waste was reduced by 44.7% from 2000 to 2003, accidental releases of Freon R-22 were reduced by 75%, VOC emissions were reduced 37.1%, energy consumption was reduced 12.0%, on a production normalized basis.  A complete copy of the report is available online at: http://www.epa.gov/performancetrack/particip/alphabet.htm.  Please contact the plant environmental specialist, Lynn Olson, at (507) 359-0226 for a hard copy of the report.  http://www.epa.gov/performancetrack/alphabet.htm

In additional to Performance Track, 3M New Ulm has continued to make valuable contributions to 3M’s overall environmental performance.   Specifically, under the corporate wide program called Pollution Prevention Pays (3P), 3M New Ulm has submitted 16 projects that were recognized by the company.  The result is the prevention of 14,000 pounds of air pollution per year and the prevention of 273,300 pounds of solid waste per year.  On a corporate basis, 3P has generated more than 5200 projects that have resulted in savings of more than 2.2 billion pounds of pollution per year, and a savings of over $940 million to the company.

The Performance Track program rewards companies that have established their own environmental management systems, have voluntarily reduced pollution and have made commitments to further environmental improvements.  Companies receiving the designation benefit from regulatory and administrative flexibility, more cooperation with the EPA and reduced record keeping and reporting.


The 3M New Ulm facility produces electrical and telecommunication splicing connectors, electronic cable, corrosion protection powders, safety & security devices, and various medical devices.  The site has 650 employees. 

Every day, 3M people find new ways to make amazing things happen. Wherever they are, whatever they do, the company's customers know they can rely on 3M to help make their lives better. 3M's brands include icons such as Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate, Scotch-Brite, Filtrete, Command and Dyneon. Serving customers in more than 200 countries around the world, the company's 67,000 people use their expertise, technologies and global strength to lead in major markets including consumer and office; display and graphics; electronics and telecommunications; safety, security and protection services; health care; industrial and transportation.
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