\NITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C.: 20480

DEC -3 T
. YOXIC SUBSTANCES
Mr. Stephen W. Earp.
Smith Helms Mullis & Moore, L.L.P.

Post Office- Box.2192?
Greeasboro, North Carolina 27420

Dear Mr. Earp:

Thds is ia response to your letter requesting assistance in determining whether the
manufacture of screws by a company which vou represent qualifies for the article exemption
‘under EPCRA. Section 313.

An article is defined by EPA us a manuizctured item that mests the following critérid:
Nitis formed o a spccd’ c shape or dexign during manufacture, 2) ithas end use functions
dependent in whole or in part on its shupe or desien during end use (at feast one of the original
dimensions must be mamleuned} and 3 it does not telease a toxic chemical under normal
copditions of processing or use.of that iem ut the fcitity:

You state in your letter tiat the metal rods used ds raw material in the manufacture of the
Serews mieet the three cntena forthe .xmde e\ampuon. Accmtdmg 10 Agmcy gmdam:a thcse

inthe. ﬁmshed pmdm:t and if processing the motal rods daes ROT result in rc}easw. if thera are
releases ond these relenses are complitely recicled either on site or off site. or if the releases.
amount to 0. ¥ pourds of tess of atoxiv clwmical. then the refeases can be rounded to zero. Ifthe
end product is tomlly different in diwneier or thickness: then the metal rods.would not be
considersd articles.

1 hope this gnidance is sufficivnt fur sour needs. 1f you have firther questions. please
contact Matia Spina of my staff at (207 atl-7258. ar caﬂ meat { 2025-360-9597.

Sincerelv. o
N e Dees

Maria Doa. Ph.D.. Chief _
Toxic Release fnventory Branch



