
                                       UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
                                                                     WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

                                                                                                          September 08, 2000

                                                                                                                                                                                       Office of 
                                                                                                                                                                      Environmental Information

Randy J. Scott, Plant Manager
Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates
P.O. Box 10
East Carbon, UT 84520

Dear Mr. Scott,

This letter is in response to your request dated June 30, 2000 to have the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
withdraw a submission from the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) database. After review, the Agency has denied your
request. The results of EPA's review are explained below.

The withdrawal request is based on the assumption that sulfuric acid is not generated in the facility stack and therefore,
reporting for this listed toxic chemical is not required. You should bear in mind that for EPCRA section 313 reporting
purposes, sulfuric acid is reportable if the following qualifier is met:

acid aerosols including mists, vapors, gas, fog, and other airborne forms of any particle size.

(See 40 CFR section 372.65)

EPA does not agree with your assumption that a reportable form of sulfuric acid is not generated in the stack. According
to your information the stack gas contains several chemicals, including moisture (from products of combustion, excess air,
and coal moisture content) and sulfur trioxide (SO3), which will combine to generate sulfuric acid gas/vapor, a reportable
form of sulfuric acid. This reaction is complete at your facility's stack operating temperature range (325-350 oF).
Therefore, as required by 40 CFR 372.22 and 372.25, your facility should submit a report for sulfuric acid if greater than
25,000 pounds of sulfuric acid gas/vapor is manufactured.

EPA has used the following information provided by your facility to calculate the quantity of sulfuric acid gas/vapor
manufactured in 1998:

399,718 tons coal combusted;
85% sulfur removal efficiency by fluidized bed with lime injection-,
stack operating temperature, 325 - 350oF ; and
1.04% sulfur content of the coal.

For Section 3 13 reporting, facilities are required to use their best readily available data (See EPCRA section 313(g)(2);
see also Q&A 461 in the 1998 EPCRA Section 313 Questions and Answers document (December 1998, EPA 745-B-98-
004)).



Using your information and the following equation from Section 3.1.6 of the Guidance for Reporting Sulfuric Acid (acid
aerosols, including mists, vapors, gas, fog, and other airborne forms of any particular size) [EPA-745-97-007,
updated on March 3,1998] an estimate of the quantity of sulfuric acid manufactured in 1998 may be calculated as follows:

399,718 tons coal * 1.04% sulfur content * (1-0.85) sulfur removal efficiency * 0.43 (factor) = 
26,813 pounds of sulfuric acid (gas/vapor)

Based on the information you have provided for sulfuric acid, the manufacturing threshold of 25,000 pounds has been
exceeded for reporting year 1998. Therefore, the following TRI submission from the facility listed below will not be
removed from the TRI database.

Chemical Name:   SULFURIC ACID (1994 AND AFTER "ACID”)
Reporting Year:    1998
DCN:                   1398125163194UT 
Facility Name:      SUNNYSIDE COGENERATION ASSOCIATES
Facility Address:   1 POWER PLANT RD.
                            SUNNYSIDE, UT 84539

TRI Facility ID:     84539SN'TNYSONEPO 

If you have any further questions regarding your TRI withdrawal request or the Agency's review, please contact Velu
Senthil, of my staff, at (202) 260-3943.

                                           
 
                                                                                                               Sincerely, 

                     
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               Maria J. Doa, Ph.D., Director
                                                                                                               Toxics Release Inventory Program Division


