
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 

Honorable Christine Coughlin 
Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Law Judges 

· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
OALJ E-Filing System 

February 25, 2016 

OFFICE OF 
REGIONAL COUNSEL 

RE: Special Interest Auto Works, Inc. and Troy Peterson, Docket No. CWA-10-2013-0123 

Dear Judge Coughlin: 

Please find the enclosed fully executed Consent Agreement and Final Order filed on February 
25, 2016 in the above-referenced matter. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Stephanie Ebright 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

cc: Dennis D. Reynolds, Esq., dennis@ddrlaw.com 
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BEFORE THE 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION AGENCY 

lit the Matter of: 

Special Interest Auto Works> Inc. and 
Troy Peterson, 

Respondents. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DOCKET NO. CWA-10~2013-0123 

CONSENT AGRE'EMENT 

I. Pl~ELIMINARY STAT.EMENT 

1.1. This Consent Agreement is issued under the authority vested in the Administrator 

of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA'1
) by Section 309(g)(2)(B) of the Clean 

Water Act ("CWA"), 33 U.S.C. § 1319(g)(2)(B). 

1.2. Pursuant to Section 309(g)(L) and (2)(B) of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1319(g)(1) nnd 

(2)(B), and in accordance with the "ConsoHdat'Cd Rules of Practice Governing the 

Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties," 40 C.F.R. Part 22, EPA issues, and Special 

fnterest Auto Works, lnc. and Troy Peterson ("Respondents") agree to issuance of. the Final 

Order-attached to this Consent,Agreement ("Final Otdet"). 

In the Matter of: Spe<:ial Interest Auto Works, lnc. 
and Troy Peterson 
Docket Number: CW Al 0-2013-0123 
C-0nsent Ag.reement 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
JlOO Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, ORC·l 13 

Seattle, Washington 981-01 
(206) 553-1037 



l .3. EPA initiated this proceeding for the assessment of a civil penalty pursuant 1o 

Section 309(g)(2)(D) of the CW A, 33 U .S.C. § 13 l 9(g)(2)(B), by issuing a Complaint against 

Respondents on July 15, 2013. 

1.4. In the Complaint, EPA alleged that Respondents violated Section 308 of the 

CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1318, Failure to Apply for a National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination 

System ("NPDES") Permit. Additionally, EPA alleged that Respondents violated Section 301(a) 

of the CW A, 33 U .S .C. § 1342, Discharge Without a NPDES Permit. In particular, EPA alleged 

that Respondents discharged stormwater from the Special Interest Auto Wrecking facility, 

located in Kent. Washington, to lhe Green River without a pennit. 

l.S. On October 13, 2015, in response to Respondents' Amended Motion for 

Accelerated Decision and Motion for Leave to Conduct Discovery, the Administrative Law 

Judge ("AU") issued an Order dismissing Count One of the Complaint-Failure to Apply for a. 

NPDES Permit. However~ the ALJ denied Respondents' request for dismissal of all claims 

against Respondent Peterson individually and Respondents' request for summary ruling 

regarding any claims based on threatened or potential discharge. The parties were ordered to 

engage in a settlement conference on the remaining claim. 

1.6. The complete factual and jurisdictional basis for proposing the assessment of a 

civil penalty ls set forth in the Complaint. The Complaint, as modified by the Order dismissing 

Complainant's Count One, is incorporated herein by reference. 

1.7. Respondents state that they do not admit liability, but in the interest of settlement 

agree to resolve thls matter by executing this Consent Agreement. 
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II. CONSENT AGREEMENT 

2.1. Respondents admit the jurisdictional allegations of the Complaint. 

2.2. Respondents neither admit nor deny the specific factual allegations contained in 

this Consent Agreement. 

2.3. As .required by Section 309(g)(3) ofthe CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 13 l 9(g)(3), EPA has 

taken into account the nature, circumstances, extent, and gravity of the alleged violations as well 

as Respondents' economic benefit of noncompliance, ability to pay. and other relevant factors. 

After considering all of these factors, EPA has determined and Respondents agree that an 

appropriate penalty to settle this action is $30~000. 

2.4. Respondents agree to pay the total civil penal Ly set forth in Paragraph 2.3 within 

six months of the effective date of the Final Order. The six month payment schedule is warranted 

based on Respondents' Certification on Payment of Penalty and Undue Financial Hardship 

(Attachment 1). 

2.5. Payment under this Consent Agrt..-ement and Final Order must be made by a 

cashler's check (mail o.r overnight delivery), wire transfer, ACH, or online payment. Payment 

instructions are available at: http://ww\V2.epa.gov/financial/makepayment. Payments made by a 

cashier's check or certified check must be payable to the order of"Treasurer, United States of 

America" and delivered to the following address: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Fines and Penalties 
Cincinnati Finance Center 
P.O. Box 979077 
St. Louis, MO 63197-9000 

Respondents must note on the check the title and docket number of this action. 
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2.6. Concurrently with payment, Respondents must serve photocopies of the check, or 

proofof other payment method, described in Paragraph 2.5 on the Regional Hearing Clerk and 

EPA Region to at the follO\ving addresses: 

Regional. Hearing Clerk 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10. Mail Stop ORC-113 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

ChaeP~k 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10, Mail Stop OCE-133 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

2.7. If Respondents fail to pay the penalty assessed by this Consent Agreement and 

Final Order in full by its due date, the entire unpaid balance of penalty and accrued interest shall 

become immediately due and owing. Such failure may also subject Respondents to a civil action 

to collect the assessed penally under the CWA, together with interest, fees, costs, and additional 

penalties described below. In any collection action, the validity, amount, and appropriateness of 

the penalty shall not be subject to review. 

2.7.l. Interest. Pursuant to Section 309(g)(9) of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. 

§ 1319(g)(9), any unpaid portion of the assessed penalty shall bear interest at a rate 

established by the Secretary of Treasury pursuant to 31 U.S .C. § 3717(a)(I) from the 

effective date of the final Order, provided however, that no interest shall be payable on 

any portion of the assessed penalty that is paid within six months of the effective date of 

the Final Order. 

2.7.2. Attorneys Fees, Collection Costs. Nonpayment Penalty. Pursuant to 

Section 309(g)(9) oqhe CW A, 33 U .S.C. § I 3 l 9(g)(9), if Respondents fail to pay on a 

timely basis the penalty set forth in Paragraph 2.3, Respondents shall pay (in addition to 

any assessed penalty and interest) attorneys fees and costs for collection proceedings and 
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a quarterly nonpayment penalty for each quarter during which such failure to pay persists. 

Such nonpayment penalty shall be in an amount equal to 20% of the aggregate amount of 

Respondents' penalties and nonpayment penalties which are unpaid as of the beginning of 

such quarter. 

2.8. The penalty described in Paragraph 2.3, including any additional costs incurred 

under Paragraph 2.7. abqvet represents an administrative civil penalty· assessed by EPA and shall 

not be deductible for purposes of federal taxes. 

2.9. The undersigned representative ofRespondents certifies that he is authorized to 

enter into the terms and conditions of this Consent Agreement and to bind Respondents to this 

document 

2.10. Except as described in Subparagraph 2.7.2, above, each party shall bear i.ts own 

costs in bringing or defending this action. 

2.11. Respondents expressly waive any right to contest the al legations and waives any 

right to appeal the Final Order. 

2.12. The provisions of this Consent Agreement and Finnl Order shall bind 

Respondents and their agents, servants. empfoyees, successors, and assigns. 
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2.13. The above provisions are STIPULATED AND AGREED upon by .Re$poudents 

and EPA Region 1 O. 

DATED: 

DATED: 

?--!--~lb 

DATED: 

EDWARD J, K ALS:KI. Director 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement 
EPA Reglon 10 

In tho Ma.tter or: Special InterHt Auto Worka1 foe. 
.and Troy Potenon 

U.S. Xnvironmtntal P!1>t~lon Aeeney 
UOOSJs:th Avenue;Sulte 900, ORC·ll3 

Sellttl&. WnthfnJton 91131 
(206) 5SlM037 

Dooket Numbert CWAl0.-2013·<1123 
Consent Agreen'ltilt 
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ATl'ACHMENT 1 

Resnondgng• Certj{ic-.&tk!l! .enl•vmtnt.of Pen!ltv and Undue F.inangaJ BardshiR 

I, Troy Peterson, individually and 11s President of Spe¢la.l Interest Au.to, Ino., hereby certify, 
under penalty of law, that, based on my current financial oondition and the financial c:ond!tlon of 
Special Int¢rest Auto, Inc., for which I am a r~ponsiblo corporate officer; the ·Respondents in the 
Clean Wate1· Act a.d1ninistrative enforcement action with Docket No. CW A· l 0-2013- 0123 
cannot.pay the olvil ~n.alty wlthin 30 days of the effective date of the FinaJ Order in the above 
referenced Docket No. without experiencing undue financial batdship. I am aware that there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, inoludingth.e possibility of fines attd 
imprisonment for knowing violations, 

DATED: FORRB,PONDBNT! 

z-/- 2 0/(o 
Troy Pete esident 
Special Interest Auto Works, Inc. 

DATED: 

z_-- / -Zo/~ 
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BEFORE THE 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION AGENCY 

) 
In the Matter of: ) 

) 
Spei.:ial Interest Auto Works, Inc., aud ) 
Troy Petet'son, ) 

) 
Respondents. ) 

) 

DOCKET NO. CWA-10-2013-0123 

FINAL ORDER 

1. J. The Administrator has delegated the authority to issue this Final Order to the 

Regional Administrator of EPA Region 10, who has redelegated this authority to the Regional 

Judicial Officer in EPA Region 10. 

1.2. The terms of the foregoing Consent Agreement are ratified and incorporated by 

reference into this Final Order. Respondents are ordered to comply with the terms of settlement. 

1.3. This Consent Agreement and Final Order constitutes a settlement by EPA of all 

claims for civil penalties pursuant to the CWA for the violations alleged in the Complaint. In 

accordance with 40 C.F .R. § 22.3 1 (a), nothing in this Final Order shall affect the right of EPA or 

the United States to pursue appropriate injunctive or other equitable relief or criminal sanctions 

for any violations of law. This Final Order does not waive, extinguish, or otherwise affect 

Respondents' obligations to comply with all applicable provisions of the CWA and regulations 

promulgated or permits issued thereunder. 

1.4. Ina,ccordancewith Section 309(g)(l) ofthe CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 13l9(g)(l), and 

40 C.F.R. § 22.38(b), the Washington Department of Ecology has been ·given the opportunity to 

consult with EPA regarding the assessment of an administrative civil penalty against 

Respondents. 
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1.5. Pursuant to Section 309(g)(4)(A) of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1319(g)(4)(A), and 

40 C.F .R. § 22.45(b), EPA has issued public notice of and provided reasonable opportunity to 

comment on its intent lo assess an administrative penalty against Respondents. More than 40 

days have elapsed since issuance of this public notice and EPA has received no petition to set 

aside the Consent Agteement contained herein. 

Th.is Final Order shall become effective upon filing. 

In the Matter ot: Special Interest Auto Works, Inc. 
and Troy Peter.son 
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Final Order 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Certificate of Service 

The undersigned certifies that the original of the attached CONSENT AGREEMENT and FINAL 
ORDER, In the Matter of: Special Interest Auto Works, Inc. and Troy Peterson, Docket No.: CWA-10-
2013-0123, was filed with the Regional Hearing Clerk and served on the addressees in the following manner on 
the date specified below: 

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the document was delivered to: 

Stephanie Ebright 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10, ORC-113 
1200 Sixth A venue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Further, the undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the aforementioned document was placed 
in the United States mail certified/return. receipt to: 

Dennis D. Reynolds 
Dennis D. Reynolds Law Office 
200 Winslow Way W. Suite 380 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

DATEDthis 2S dayof .Uh'() , 2016 
Signature 

Teresa Luna 
Regional Hearing Clerk 
EPA Region 10 

~ 
I 


