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RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Thomas Hinson
Managing Partoer

Lintech International, LLC
7705 NE Industrial Boulevard
Macon, Georgia 31216

Re: Lintech International, L1L.C
Consent Agreement and Final Order
Docket No, TSCA-04-201 1-2527%b)

Dear Mr, Hinson:

Cnclosed is a copy of the ratified Consent Agreement and Final Order (CAFQ)
the above-reforenced matier, The original CAFQ has been filed with the Regional Hearing
Clerk and served on the parties as directed in Section 22.6 of the Consolidaied Rules of Practice,
40 CF.R. Part 22,

As stated in Section V ol the CAFQ, the initial payment of $12,500 of the payment plan
18 due within 30 days from the effective date. Please ensure that the face of vour cashier's or
gertified check includes the name of the respondent and the docket number of this case. Penalty
payment questions should be directed to Mr. Bryson Lehman either by telephone at (513) 487-
2123 or by wrilten correspondence o his atiention at UK, Environmental Protection Agency,
Cincinnati Accounting Operations at the address identified in the CAFO.

Alsa enclosed is a copy of 4 document entitled “Notice of Securitics and Exchange
Commission Registrants’ Duly o Disclose Environmental Legal Proceedings.” This document
puts you on notice of your potential duty to disclose to the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) any environmental enforcement actions taken by EPA,
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Should you have any questions about this matter or vour compliance status in the future,
please call me at {404) 562-8979 or Mr. Tony Spann of the EPA Region 4 staff at (4043 562-
8971.

Pesticides and Toxie
Substances Branch

Enclosures



UNITED STATES

ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION AGENCY 2
ATLANTA, GFORGIA AR
IN THE MATTER OF; ) .
) =
Lintech International, LLC, )} Docket No.: TSCA-04-2011-2527(by"
} - "
)
Respondent. }
}
CONSENT AGREEMENT AND FINAL ORDE
I. Nature of the Action
i, This 15 a civil penalty proceeding pursuant to Section 16{a) of the Toxic Substances

Control Act (TSCA), 15U.8S.C. § 2615(a), and pursuant to the Comsolidated Rules of
Practice Governing Administrative Assessment of Civil Pepaliies and the
Revocation/Termination or Suspension of Permits {Consolidated Rules), 40 C.F.R. Part
22. Complainant is the Director of the Air, Pesticides, and Toxics Management Division,
U. 8. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4. Respondent is Lintech Toternational,
LLLC

2. Complainant and Resporndent have conferred for the purpose of scttlement pursuant to
40 CFR. § 22.18 and desire to resolve this matter and seftle the allegations described
herein without 2 formal hearing. Therefore, without the taking of any evidence of
testimony, the making of any argument, or the adjudication of any issue in this matter,
and i accordance with 40 CF.R. § 22.13(h), this Consent Agreement and Final Order

{CAF Q) will simultaneously commence and conelude this matter,



I, Preliminary Statemenis

3 The authority 1o take action under Section 16(a) of TSCA, 15 UB.C. § 2615(a), is vested
in the Administrator of EPA. The Administrator of EPA has delegated this asthority
under TSCA 10 EPA Region 4 by EPA Delegation 12-2-A, datedd May 11, 1894,

4. Pursuant to Section 13 of TSCA, 15 U.S.C. § 2014, w is unlawful for any person to:
¢ 1) fail or refuse t comply with any rule or order promuigated pursuant to Sections 4, §,
R, 120r 130 TSCA, 13U.S.C. § 2603, § 2604, § 2607, 5 2611 or § 2612), (2) use for
commercial purposes a chemical substance or mixture that the person knew or had reason
to know was manufactured, imported, processed, or distributed in commerce in violation
of TSTA Section §, 13 U.S.C. § 2604; (3) fasl to maintsin records, submit reports or
information, or permit aveess to ot allow copying of records as required by TSCA: and
{4} refuse to permii entry or inspevtion as authorized by Section 11 of TSCA, 15 US.C.
§ 2610,

5. Any person who violates & provision of Section 15 of TSCA shall be liable for a ¢ivil
penalty i an amount not to exceed $25,000 for each such violation, in accordance with
Section 186{a) of TSCA. The Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996 requires EPA to
review and adjust penalties, as necessary, for inflation at least once every four years, As
such, pursuant to the Adjustment of Civil Monetary Penalties for Inflation Rule,

40 C.F.R. Part 15, the revised maximum penalty for each vielation ecourring after
Jannary 30, 1997, through March 15, 2004, is $27,300, for each violation ocourting aller
March 15, 2004, through January 12, 2009, the maximurn penalty for each violation is

$32,500, and for cach vivlation oceurring after January 12, 2009, the maximum penalty

Lintech Intersational, LLC
Docket No: TSCA-04-201 1252740
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10.

11,

12,

13,

for each violation is $37,500. Each day a violation continues may constitute a separate
vinlation,
All Confidential Business Information (CBI) in this CAFO has been redacted. Te
determine the identity of the chemical substance referenced in this CAFO or the CBI that
was deleted (CBI deleted), Complainant andfor Respondent should refer to the letter,
dated Qetober 20, 2009, sent to the Respondent identifying the potential violations of
TSCA and notifying the Respondent of the opportunity to show cause why EPA should
not proceed with an enforcement action.
Pursuant 10 40 CF R, § 22.5{¢¥4), the following individual is authotized to recetve
service for EPA in this proceeding:

Tony Spann

Chemical Products and Asbestos Section

U.S. EPA Region 4

61 Forsyth Strest

Atlanta, Georgla 3(303-8960

(4043 362-8Y71.

i, Specific Allegations

Respondent owns and operates a chemical importing and distributing business focated at
7705 NE Indusiriai Boulevard, Macon, Georgia,
Respondent is an importer as the term is defined in 40 CFR. § 704.3,
On April 22, 2008, an authorized agent of EPA Region 4 conducted an andit at
Respondent’s effice pursuant to Section 1 1(a) of TSCA, 15 UL.5.C. § 261¢¢a).
Respondent imported {CBI deleted] pounds of Chemical A in 2005,
Respondent imported {CBI deleted] pounds of Chemical B in 2005.

Regpondent imported | CBI deleted] pounds of Chemical C in 2008,

Tantech Imternational, LLC 3
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14, Chemicals A, B, and C were subject 1o the 2006 Inventory Update Reporting (TUR) as
described in 40 C.FR. § 710, Subpart C,

15, Agdescribed in40 CFR. § 710.53, the 2006 IUR reporting period for Chemicals A, B,
and C was August 23, 2006, through March 23, 2007,

16.  Respondent failed to submit the 2006 IUR Report to EPA for Chemicals A, B, and C
during the reporting period described in 40 CEFR. § 710.33.

17. Pursuant 1o 40 CFR. § 71.1{c) and Scction 15(3}1 of TSCA. 1t is unlawful for any
person to fail or refuse to submit information required under the ITUR Regulations.

1V, Consent Agreement

18, For the purposes of this CAFO, Respondent admits the jurisdictional atlegations set forth
above and neither admits nor denies the allegations set forth ahove.

19.  Respondent waives its right to a hearing on the allegations contained berein and its right
to appeal the proposed Final Order accompanying the Consent Agreement.

20.  Respondent consorits to the assessment of the penalty proposed by EPA and agrees to pay
the civil penalty as sct forth in this CAFG.

21, Respondent certifies that as of the date of its execution of this CAFQ, it is in compliance
with the TSCA regulations referenced in this CAFO.

22, Compliance with this CAFO shall resolve the allegations of the violations contained
herein, This CAFO shall not otherwise affect any labihty of Respondent to the United
States. Other than as expressed hercin, neither EPA nor Complainant waives any right to
bring an enforcement action against Respondent for violation of any federal or state
statute, regulation or permit, o initiate an action for imminent and substantial

endangerment, or to pursue criminal enforcement.

Lintech International, LLO 4
Docker Mo ITSCA-04-2011-252700



23.

a4,

Complainant and Respondent agree to scitle this matter by their execution of this CAFO.
The parties agree that the settlement of this matter is in the public interest and that this
CAFQ is congistent with the applicable reyuirements of TSCAL

V. Final Order
Respondent is assessed a civil penalty of FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS (550,000
Four payments will be made to complete payment of the entire civil ponalty including
interest. The first wnstallment ix due within 30 days of the effective date of this CAFO.
The subsequent three payments shall be due tn 90 day intervals thercafter. Including the
civil penalty and interest, the total mmount that will be paid upon the completion of all
payments will be FIFTY THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-FOUR
DOLLARS and NINETY.-THREE CENTS (350.184.93). Respondent shall make
payments in accordance with the following schedule:

Pavment Number Payment Due Date Payinent Duee

within 30 days of filing of CAFO  $12,500.00
within 120 days of filing of CAFQ  $12,592.47
within 210 days of [iling of CAFQ  $12,561.64
within 300 days of filing of CAFO  $12,530.82

N W R

Respondent shall remit the penalty payviment by either a cashiar’s or certified check made
payable to the "Treasurer, United States of America” The Respondent shall note on
the face of the check the Respondent’s nume and the Docket Number associated
with this CAFQO, The penalty payment shall be sent by one of the following methods 1o

the address indentified for the methad chosen,

Lintech International, 1LIC 5
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Address for payment submittal using the United States Postal Service:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Fings and Penaltics

Cincinnati Finance Center

P.O. Box 979077

5t, Louis, Missouri £3197-9000.

Address [or payment submittal using other mail service (e.g., Federal Express,
United Parcel Service (UPS), DHL, .y

LLS, Bank

1008 Convention Plaza
Mail Station SL-MQ-C2G1
St. Lesis, Missouri 63131

Contact Person: Natalie Pearson (314) 418-4087.
26.  Atthe timg of payment, Respondent shall send a separate copy of the check and a written
statement that the payment is being made in accordance with this CAFO, to the following
persons at the following addresses:

Regionul Hearing Clerk

U.S. EPA Region 4

61 Forsyih Street

Atlanta, Georgia 30343.8960;

Tony Spann

Chemical Products and Asbesios Section
1S, EPA Region 4

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960; and

Saundi Wilson

Office of Environmental Accountability
1.8, EPA Region 4

61 Forsyth Street

Atanta, Georgia 30303-8960,

27. M Respondent fails 1o make one of the installment payments in accordance with the
schodule set forth above, and if such payment is not made withia 30 days after the due
date. that payment plus ail subsequent payments (the entire unpaid balance) and all

Lingech Telerustional, LLC 6
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accerued interest shall become immediately due and payable on the 31 day from such
due date. In addition, Respondent shall be liable for and shall pay administrative
handling charges and late payment penalty charges as described below in the event of any
such failure or defanlt,

28.  Further, if Respondent fails to pay the installment payments in accordance with the
schedule set forth above, EPA may refer the debt to a collection agency, a credit
reporting agency. or to the Department of Justice for filing of a collection action in the
appropriate United States District Court. In any such collection action, the validity,
armpount, and appropristeness of the assessed penalty and of this CAFO shall not be
subject o review,

29, Notwithstanding Respondent's agreement o pay the assessed ¢ivil penalty in accordance
with the instaliment schedule set forth above, Respondent may pay the entire civil penalty
of FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS (850,000) within thirty (30) calendar days after the
date on which a copy of this CATO is mailed or hand-delivered to Respondent and,
thereby, avoid the payment of interest pursuant to 40 C F.R. § 13.11¢a). In addition,
Respondent may, at any time after commencement of pavments under the installment
schedule, elect to pay the entire principal balance remaining, together with interest
accrued up to the date of such fudl payment.

30, For the purposes of state and federal income taxation, Respondent shall not be entitled,
and agrees not to attempt. to claim a deduction for any civil penalty payment made
pursuant 1o this CAFO. Any attemipt by Respondent to deduct any such payments shail

vonstitute a violation of this CAF(.

Lintech Inirsational, LLC 7
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31, Pursuant to 31 US.C. § 3717, EPA is entitled 10 assess interest and penaltics on debts
owed fo the United States and a charge to cover the cost of processing and handling a
delinquent claim. Interest will therefore begin to sccrue on the civil penalty from the date
of entry of this CAFO, if the penalty is not paid by the daie required. A charge will also
be assessed to cover the administrative costs, both direct and indirect, of overdue debts,
It addition, a late payment penalty charge shall be applied on any principal amount not
paid within 90 days of the due date.

32, Complainant and Respondent shall bear their own costs and attorney fees in this matter.

33, This CAFQ shall be binding upon the Respondent, its successors and assigns.

34, Hach undersigned representative of the partics to this CAFQ certifies that he or she g
fully authorized by the party represented to entor into this CAFO and legally binds that
party to this CAFG,

The remainder of this page is intentionally bank.
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Vi, Effective Date
35, The effective date of this CATFO shall be the date on which the CAFQ is Diled with the

Regional Hearing Clerk.

AGREED AND CONSENTED TO:

Respondent: Lintech International, LLC
Docket No.: TSCA-04-2011.2827(h)

By: % ‘Lelvvw Date: 3!1’6!2'/
Name: T Huwad s ILJZ?N(;?Q&
Title: _ponannamnG  YORINES

Complainant LS, Environmental Protection Agency

v Loeel K hie o oo 350

Beverly H, Banlster: ¥
Aldr, Pesticides and Toxics

Management Division
7 .
APPROVED AND SO ORDERED this /¥ dayof /ol et
— 77

By ,4((3% (b’ . W

Susan B. Schub

Regional Judicial Officer
Lintech International, LEC 9
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on the date set out below, T filed the original and one copy of the

toregoing Consent Agreement and Final Order and served a true and correct copy of the

toregomy Consent Agreement and Final Order, Iu the Matter of Lintech Intemnational, LLC,

Bockel Number: TSCA-04-2011-2527(h), 1o the addressees Hsted below.

Thomas Hinson

Manaying Partner

Lintech International, LLC
77033 NE Industrial Boulevard
Macon, Georgia 31216

Tony Spann

Chemical Products and Asbestos Section
1.5, BPA Region 4

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Robert Caplan {(or assigned attorney)
Office of Environumental Accountahility
U.8. EPA Region 4

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

{via Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested)

{vig EPA's internal mail)

{viz EPA's mternal mail}

Begional Hearing Clerk
LS. EPA Repion 4

61 Forsyth Street
Atlanta, Georpia 30303

{404) 562-6511

Lintech international, LIC
Docket No.: TSCA-04.2011-2532 70
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_EPA ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE CONTROL NUMBER FORM

Attach 2 nopy of the final order snd tramsmittal letter to Defendant/Respondent) / /
This form was orig byzsmmdi Wilson on ‘f [T
{Nann}
it the Ragdon &, ORC, OEA 3{464) 582+ 9504
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Noo-SF Sudivial Order/Consend Decree TY_’ Adunistrative Order/Connent Agreaaent
USAO COLLECTS FMO COLLECTS PAYMENT
Oversight Pitling - Cost Package

S¥ Juticial Crrder#Consent Dexree [: Sent with bk requlend:
DOJ COLLECTS

[___I Nat sed with biN

[ ] Oversight Bitting - Cost Package ot reeired
:I This i an original debt E This Is 3 seodification

FAYEE: fr'*’ ?“{“i 4 l{ “J-‘y‘rﬁ' LK ﬁ“’:iigz os bt
(Naoe of persoa and/or Company/Municipaiily nuking the payoent;

The Totat Dollar Aroount of the Receivanie:3___ 0 ([ ¥ 2
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The Case Docivet Nunber: T oY e A A )

The Sitr Spacific Superfund Aceaint Number:

Thie Designated Regional/Headguariers Frogram Office:

The IEMS Acoomnts Receivable Cooirol Namber s Date

of Justice R 1647
£.6. Bom T11, Benjowsin Feankiin Statioy

NS Coples of i farm with wu atisched copy of the From pape of 1be A deiviistrative Order shoold be ty;
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