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Thl5 letter 15 wntten on behalf of the 50uth51de 1~5 DI5tnct, a5 directed by the board. I
am Bret Wolz PE. I live In the dl5tnct, and am re5pon51ble a5 the Iicen5ed operator of the
water 5Y5tem. Thl5 letter 15 to provide the wntten an5wer, a5 required In the complaint
and to offiCially reque5t a heanng.

Matenally the 155ue5 In the compliant are correct.

We did ml55 the Bactenologlcal te5t for June of 2009, we did not notify the EPA
within ten day5 a5 required, becau5e It wa5 not noticed due to the timing of the
May and July te5t5 taken (May 30, July 2±l. The "mI55" wa5 not noticed until the
EPA called about the BI-product5 rule information that wa5 ml55lng for the month.

Both Bactenologlcal te5t5 taken pnor to and follOWing the ml55 were clear. A5 we
vary the time of te5tlng In the month In an attempt to ml55 51milar water U5e
pattern5, there have been many t,me5 when the unte5ted penod exceeded the
ml55lng time frame, including the Apnl to May and July to Augu5t penod5 JU5t pnor
to and follOWing the violation.

2 An Improper number of Lead and copper te5t5 were taken due to operator error.
Again not noted locally until called out by the EPA. I have operated many 5Y5tem5,
including 5Y5tem5 with over 400 tap5 where 5 lead and copper te5t5 were taken.
The operator5 a55umptlon wa5 that with 19 total tap5 In the 5Y5tem, two
repre5ented a greater percentage of the 5Y5tem (' 0.5%) than 5 of the 400
(1.25%) In other 5Y5tem5, and properly indicated the 5afety of the 5Y5tem. All
lead and copper te5t5 ever taken on th'5 5y5tem that I am aware of have been ND.
Add Into th'5 that the Pump hou5e plumbing 15 copper, 50me of the 5tructure5 have
copper plumbing, the maJOnty 15 pla5t1c, and there 15 no lead In the 5y5tem.
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As to the Fine proposed, please understand the followln'3 facts abut this system.

This system IS composed of 19 current users, comprised as follows:
• ReSidential users 10, (three are retired on fixed Incomes)
• Commercial Users 9

2 Operatln'3 expenses for April 09 throu'3h March 10 totaled $2,9GO.00
3 The basIc system was constructed In 19G7, wells, pump house, mainS, a

replacement well In 1980+, and service only expansions throu'3h 1995.
4 The system was privately operated from inception until 2003-2004, when the

last private entity abandoned It, and the 50uthslde board was formed take over
operation for and In behalf of reSidents who could not afford to connect to the
city supply system.

5 Mains are PVC and Flber'3lass pipes, which while workln'3, are not In compliance
with the Current DEQJEPA re'3ulatlons.

G The system was constructed with no way to flush, other than throu'3h services,
and no back flow protection on services.

7 The Pump house was up'3raded In 2004, and was finally paid off In Dec 2009.
8 A project to replace 35% of our mains and brln'3 them to compliance with

Re'3ulatlons IS In process as of this date, main construction IS done, testln'3
flushln'3 and connection are pendln'3, but will be completed In the next couple of
weeks. This Project has required the district to Incur debit equal to 3 times
the annual operating budget.

9 The Board has Initiated a project to Install backflow protection this year, with
the first installations to be this spring. In addition flushing faCilities are
proposed to be Installed this spring, and Improvements to make the pump
house compliant with the new ground water source protection rule.

Many of these facts were expressed to Mr. McCaffery when we spoke last year. While
the board recognizes the EPA's attempt to be reasonable with a fine of $/ ,200, In our
opinion Increasln'3 the fixed operatln'3 costs of 20 I 0 by 40.5% (1200/29GO) will
seriously hamper the current boards attempts to be proactive In maintenance and
upgrading of a system that has been seriously neglected for decades prior to becoming a
public utility, and thereby reduce their ability to provide the protections created by the
Clean Water Act.

In summary, the volunteer board of the 50uthslde Well Improvement and 5ervlce District
Board requests a hearing With the EPA on the subject of the Violations and penalties. The
board has Instructed me to arran'3e the meeting as soon as possible.



Could you please forward a couple of dates and times that we might schedule this
heanng? Our three member board IS compnsed of

I The President an employee of the local mines that works shifts. HIs
rotating schedule requires 2-3 weeks notice.

2 The Vice President a state employee, which dnves truck and snow
plow (It may be well to avoid potential snow penods). He Will need to
request time off two weeks In advance for the meeting, unless It IS
held after 4 :00 pm on a week day.

3 The Treasurer a pnvate business owner.

Thank you for you attention and we look forward to talking With you. Should you have any
questions please do not hesitate to call

Sincerely

CB"tH~S:
PnnClpal Engineer
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