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1.0 Introduction 

The Buena Vista Band of Me-Wuk Indians (Tribe) retained HydroScience Engineers, Inc. (HSe) 
to prepare a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit application for 
the proposed Buena Vista Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).  This Engineering Report 
describes the proposed Buena Vista WWTP and is included as part of the permit application 
package.  The objectives of this report are to: 

• Describe the project 

• Describe the proposed on-site WWTP 

• Characterize the effluent water quality 

• Identify and characterize the receiving waters downstream of the WWTP 

 

The Buena Vista Rancheria lands constitute “Indian lands” in accordance with the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988.  The Tribe proposes to develop a casino on the 67-acre 
Rancheria located in Amador County, California.  The Project is located approximately four 
miles south of Ione and approximately eight miles southwest of Jackson in the rolling Sierra 
Nevada foothills.  The Project address is: 

4650 Coal Mine Road 
Ione, CA  95640 

 
The parcel includes the portion of the northeast quarter of Section 19, Township 5 north, Range 
10 east, Mount Diablo Base Meridian.  It is approximately 5,280 feet north to south and 
approximately 578 feet east to west.  The location is shown in Figure 1-1.  The center of the 
Rancheria is located at approximately latitude 38º 16’ 23” north, longitude 120º 54’ 36” west. 
The property consists of two relatively flat areas with a steeply inclined transition in the middle 
section of the parcel where naturally-occurring springs feed a pond.  An inactive co-generation 
facility is located west of the property and a 218-acre mining property owned by Pacific Coast 
Building Products is located east of the property.  Wooded private property is located south of 
the property.  Crops and pastureland lie to the north and northwest.  The Buena Vista Peaks lie 
along the western boundary of the property along the southern end.  These features are shown in 
Figure 1-2. 

This report is divided into sections as described below: 
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Section 1 – Introduction:  The purpose of the report, a description of the property, and the 
location of the Buena Vista Rancheria are presented. 

Section 2 – Project Description:  The proposed Buena Vista Rancheria project and a 
description of the project site are presented. 

Section 3 – Wastewater Characterization:  Anticipated wastewater quantities and the quality 
of influent and effluent are described. 

Section 4 – Receiving Water Characterization:  The point of discharge on Indian lands and the 
receiving waters downstream of the wastewater treatment plant are described.  Beneficial uses 
and existing water quality data are included. 

Section 5 – Proposed Wastewater Treatment:  This section describes the proposed wastewater 
treatment system process and design parameters. 

Section 6 – Regulatory Considerations:  The regulations applicable to the NPDES permit 
application are discussed. 

Section 7 – Existing Local Discharge Permits:  Requirements in discharge permits for 
wastewater treatment plants upstream and downstream of the proposed discharge point are 
presented. 

Section 8 – Anticipated Project Wastewater Discharge Permit:  Anticipated limitations and 
requirements are presented, based on existing permits described in the previous section. 

Section 9 – Abbreviations:  Abbreviations used in this report are defined. 

Section 10 – References:  References used in the preparation of this application are listed. 
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Figure 1-1
Buena Vista Rancheria
    Engineering Report
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Figure 1-2
Buena Vista Rancheria

Engineering Report
Aerial View
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