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Shell Gulf of Mexico Inc. and Shell Offshore Inco(lectively, “Shell”) oppose the
Motion to Reschedule the Date for the Merits Hegagnbmitted by Petitioners AEWC and
ICAS (“Petitioners”). Petitioners’ motion is antimely attempt to extend the review of these
permits by almost a month and should be denied.

Petitioners did not oppose EPA’s Motion to Reschedral Argument. EPA Region 10
Unopposed Mot. To Reschedule Oral Argument (July2P80), Dkt. 71, at 3. When EPA
solicited comments from the parties regarding itdiam, Petitioners stated they were
unavailable on September 6-8 and September 1@héydid not express at that time, when it
was most appropriate to do so, the further reginstthey now claim throughout the entire week
of September 13thld. Only now, after the Board has already delayetlagument by almost
a month in consideration of EPA’s request, do Pei#rs make a separate request for the Board
to reschedule oral argument again — this time sgekidelay of an additional three weeks.
Petitioners’ request would delay oral argument aihtwo months from the date originally set by
the Board and almost four months from the dateBiberd heard arguments on Petitioners’
Motion to Vacate and EPA’s Motion to Hold in Abegan Such a lengthy delay should not be
necessary where each Petitioner is representesidogrtmore counsel, and the Board has
authorized parties to participate by videoconfeeenc

Shell did not oppose EPA’s request to reschedw@keasgument in an attempt to
accommodate the parties’ schedules while preseasnguch as possible the benefit of the still
fairly expedited review that the Board has grarnitetthis case. As the review of these permits
extends into the fall, it further delays the potarfor timely resolution. Shell has previously
explained in detail how delay in the resolutiorttad petitions could jeopardize Shell’s ability to

conduct drilling in 2011, depending upon what tlesolution may be. In order to reduce the



potential for Shell to once again need to seek dix@e review next spring should the Board
remand the permits for any reason, Shell continoesge the Board to avoid lengthy delays in

review, such as the three-week delay sought byiétedrs in this motion.
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