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OPPOSITION OF SHELL GULF OF MEXICO INC. AND SHELL OFFSHORE INC.
TO EPA REGION 10 MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME



Shell Gulf of Mexico Inc. and Shell Offshore Inc. (collectively, “Shell””) hereby oppose
Region 10’s January 7, 2011 motion to extend the deadline for filing its motion for
reconsideration or clarification of the Board’s December 30, 2010 Order Denying Review in Part
and Remanding Permits (“Order”). Region 10 seeks to extend the deadline for nine days, from
January 12 to January 21, 2011. As the Board knows from Shell’s motion for expedited review
of these petitions and Shell’s other submissions in this matter, every day counts in obtaining
effective PSD permits, so as to enable Shell to make timely decisions concerning exploration of
its Arctic OCS leases during the limited summer 2011 drilling season. See Urgent Request of
Shell Gulf of Mexico, Inc. and Shell Offshore Inc. and for Leave to Participate and Motion for
Expedited and Combined Review (May 5, 2010) and attached Declaration of Peter E. Slaiby.
Shell lost the 2010 drilling season as a result of matters outside its control, including the
Macondo oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and the pendency of petitions for review of these PSD
permits before the Board. Shell is now threatened with the loss of the 2011 drilling season if this
Board does not expeditiously resolve any reconsideration motions or similar filings resulting
from its recent Order, and Region 10 does not complete proceedings on remand as soon as
possible. Shell will be prepared to file for whatever relief from the Board it may seek, if any, on
or before January 12, and believes Region 10 should be able to do so as well, so that the Board
can decide those motions as soon as possible.

Shell strenuously opposes Petitioners’ opportunistic attempt to leverage Region 10’s
motion for extension of time as a means of securing additional time for their opposition to
Region 10’s reconsideration motion. Petitioners purported to condition their “consent” to
Region 10’s requested extension on the Board granting them an extension to for any opposing

filing to February 14, 2011. This is highly irregular and, more important, taken together with the



extension requested by Region 10 would extend by three weeks the time required for briefing
Region 10’s motion for reconsideration.' Petitioners have demonstrated no justification why
they should be afforded over 20 days to respond to Region 10’s motion and the Board should not
grant this extension to Petitioners.

For the foregoing reasons Region 10’s motion for extension should be denied and,
regardless of whether it is granted or not, Petitioners should be required to file any opposition to
Region 10’s reconsideration motion within10 days, in accordance with the Board’s Practice
Manual.
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DATED: January 10, 2011

! As noted in Region 10’s motion for extension, absent that extension, any motion for
reconsideration must be filed on or before January 12, 2011. Any opposition to that motion
would have to be filed on or before Monday, January 24, 2011, a total of 25 days after entry of
the Order. If Region 10 were allowed to file a reconsideration motion on January 21, 2011,
Petitioners’ opposition would be due within 10 days, on or before January 31, 2011. Petitioners
seek to extend that date by 14 days, until February 14, 2011, which is some 46 days after entry of
the Order.
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