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1.8 Operating Plans, Design Throughput, and Production 

The Proposed Action will utilize uranium ISL production facilities at both the Dewey and 
Burdock sites with a CPP located at the Burdock site.  The IX process and well fields are 
designed for a nominal flow rate of 2000 gpm at each site.  Total production from both sites is 
expected to produce approximately 1,000,000 pounds of U3O8 per year.   

1.9 Project Schedule 

Following the issuance of an NRC uranium recovery license and other relevant permits it is 
anticipated that construction of the Burdock Well Field 1, CPP and ancillary facilities including 
storage ponds and land application pivots will commence.  The construction of the Dewey Well 
Field 1 and ancillary facilities will follow shortly thereafter.  Startup of the Dewey and Burdock 
operations will commence upon completion of construction and will continue for approximately 
7 to 20 years or more during which additional well fields will be completed along the roll fronts 
at both Dewey and Burdock sites.  It is planned that groundwater restoration can be 
accomplished within NRC requirements for timeliness in decommissioning (10 CFR § 40.42); 
however, in the event restoration cannot be accomplished within this timeframe, Powertech 
(USA) will seek NRC approval for an alternate schedule.  The projected construction, operation, 
restoration and decommissioning schedule is provided in Figure 1.9-1.  

Decommissioning of the well fields including well abandonment, the removal of piping, tanks, 
ancillary buildings and equipment, cleanup of surface soil to applicable standards and 
revegetation of disturbed areas will be implemented following the cessation of ISL operations at 
the Dewey and Burdock sites.  It is likely that the CPP at the Burdock site will continue to 
operate for several years following the decommissioning of the Proposed Action well fields.  The 
CPP may continue to process uranium from other ISL projects such as the nearby Powertech 
(USA) satellite ISL projects of Aladdin and Dewey Terrace planned in Wyoming, as well as 
possible tolling arrangements with other operators. 
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