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RULE IDENTIFICATION - 
Agency:


San Diego Air Pollution Control District (SDAPCD)

SIP Approved Rule:
Rule 67.6 – Solvent Cleaning Operations





Adopted – October 16, 1990; Submitted – April 5, 1991; Rescinded locally May 23, 2008
EPA Approved – December 13, 1994 (59 FR 64132)

Subject of this TSD:
Rule 67.6.1 - Cold Solvent Cleaning and Stripping Operations
Adopted – May 23, 2007; Submitted – March 7, 2008 

BACKGROUND – Prior to the adoption of Rule 67.6.1, SDAPCD Rule 67.6 regulated solvent cleaning operations.  Rule 67.6 was approved into the SIP on December 13, 1994 (59 FR 64132). SDAPCD has rescinded their Rule 67.6 Solvent Cleaning Operations and replaced it with two rules, Rule 67.6.1 Cold Solvent Cleaning and Stripping Operations and Rule 67.6.2 Vapor Degreasing Operations.  SDAPCD has submitted the rules to replace 67.6 in the SIP and to be approved for RACT, as San Diego is in moderate nonattainment for ozone (74 FR 2936).
RULE SUMMARY - 
Rule 67.6.1 establishes VOC content limits and workplace standards for cold solvent cleaning and all stripping operations.  It also describes related recordkeeping, reporting, and monitoring requirements.  Major rule requirements are summarized below:
1.
Solvents utilized in a cold solvent cleaning operation subject to the rules shall have a VOC content of 50 grams per liter of material or less, as used.
2.
Degreasers and strippers shall be equipped with a cover that completely covers the solvent when work is not being performed and a facility for draining parts such that the drained solvent returns to the container.
3. 
Batch-loaded cold solvent cleaners shall be operated with a freeboard ratio greater than or equal to 0.5, cover that is easily operable with one hand, and a permanent mark or line indicating the maximum allowable solvent level that conforms to the freeboard ratio.
4. Stripping equipment shall be equipped with a freeboard ratio greater than or equal to 0.75, and a sealing fluid.

5. A remote reservoir cleaner shall be operated with a freeboard height of at least 6 inches and a sink-like work area for draining cleaned parts.
6. A legible label listing the applicable operating requirements must be posted on or near the degreaser and stripping operation.
7. There must be no liquid leaks from any portion of the degreaser or stripping equipment.  Upon detection of a leak, it must be repaired immediately.
8. Solvent agitation is achieved exclusively through pump circulation or by means of a mechanical mixer or ultrasonic agitation.  Air or gas agitation shall not be used.

9. Solvent carry-out is minimized by allowing full drainage by racking parts, tipping out pools of solvent from the cleaned parts before removal, and allowing parts to dry within the degreaser or stripping equipment until visually dry or dripping ceases. 
10. In a stripping operation, solvent shall not be above the marked maximum solvent level line, unless a sealing fluid is used.

11. Records of the solvents and sealing fluids used shall be kept as outlined in the rule.
EPA EVALUATION - The following criteria were used to evaluate the submitted rule.  
1.
Enforceability - The Bluebook (Issues Relating to VOC Regulation Cutpoints, Deficiencies, and Deviations, EPA, May 25, 1988) and the Little Bluebook (Guidance Document for Correcting Common VOC & Other Rule Deficiencies, EPA Region 9, August 21, 2001) were used to help evaluate compliance with the CAA §110(a)(2)(A) requirement for enforceability.  

2.
RACT – EPA’s Control Technique Guideline (CTG) titled, “Control Techniques Guidelines: Industrial Cleaning Solvents” (EPA-453/R-06-001, September 2006), CARB’s RACT/BARCT guidance titled, “Organic Solvent Cleaning and Degreasing Operations” (July 18, 1991), and other state and local rules for this category were used to help evaluate the RACT requirements of CAA §182(b)(2) and §182(f).  

3.
SIP Relaxation - Where previous versions of rules have been SIP approved, new submittals must comply with CAA §110(l) and §193 regarding SIP relaxations.

The submitted rule is as stringent as EPA’s CTG, CARB’s RACT/BARCT guidance, and largely as stringent as other California District rules for this category.  As a result, we have determined that this rule fulfills RACT requirements.  The recordkeeping, reporting and other requirements generally ensure that the submitted rule can be enforced.  Lastly, the submitted rule is more stringent than the version previously approved into the SIP, so the submitted rule does not relax the SIP and complies with §110(l) and §193. 

RULE DEFICIENCIES – We have identified no deficiencies with Rule 67.6.1 sufficient for EPA to propose less than full approval.
ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NEXT RULE REVISION - The following revisions are not currently the basis for rule disapproval, but are recommended for the next time the rule is amended.  

1. In section g, state that a violation determined by either test method shall constitute a violation of the rule.  For example, please see SCAQMD Rule 1122, section h.2.
2. Consider lowering the VOC limit of cleaning solvents to 25 g/l.  Please see SCAQMD Rule 1122 and SJVAPCD Rules 4662 and 4663.
EPA ACTION - 
The submitted Rule 67.6.1 strengthens the SIP, and the associated District staff report projects rules 67.6.1 and 67.6.2 will reduce VOC emissions by 263 tons/year.  The rule largely fulfills the relevant CAA §110 and part D requirements.  EPA staff recommends a full approval of Rule 67.6.1 pursuant to CAA §110(k)(3) and §301(a).   Because Rule 67.6.1 and 67.6.2 replace all requirements of Rule 67.6, we also recommend rescission of Rule 67.6 from the SIP.
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