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Five-Year Review of Landfill Operations & Maintenance
and Site Update

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is currently conducting a Five-Year Review of the Operating Industries,
Inc. (Oll) Landfill Superfund Site in Monterey Park, CA. The purpose of a Five-Year Review is to evaluate the implementa-
tion and effectiveness of the cleanup in order to ensure that it remains protective of human health and the environment.

Site Contamination and Cleanup

The OII site was placed on the National Priorities List
(NPL or Superfund list) in May 1986. While in opera-
tion, the facility allowed disposal of residential and
commercial refuse, industrial wastes, liquid wastes and
various hazardous wastes. In the past, there have been
releases of hazardous substances which could have posed
a threat to human health and the environment if they
were not contained or cleaned up. The contamination
threats have been to air, soil, surface water and ground-
water. To manage the cleanup, the site was divided into
four activity-based cleanup areas: 1) Site Control and
Monitoring; 2) Leachate Management and Treatment;
3) Landfill Gas Migration Control and Landfill Cover;
and 4) Liquids Control and Contaminated Groundwa-
ter. Each of these areas has an associated Record of
Decision (ROD) which specifies cleanup requirements.
After the RODs, which date from July 1987 to Septem-
ber 1996, EPA worked with the potentially responsible
parties (PRPs) to install a number of systems to manage
site cleanup: a landfill cover on the South Parcel; con-
struction of a leachate treatment plant; expansion of the
landfill gas extraction system; improvement of the
landfill gas destruction facility; addition of a micro-
turbine system; construction of a storm-water storage
facility; and installation of new groundwater extraction
wells. A perimeter liquids control system for the ground-
water remedy and a remedial design for the North Parcel
cleanup and redevelopment are also currently being

developed.

The Five-Year Review Process

The Superfund law requires EPA to evaluate the effec-
tiveness and protectiveness of remedial systems every
five years. The first and second Five-Year Reviews were
completed in May 1995 and February 2000, respec-
tively. During the review, EPA studies information
about the site, conducts a site inspection and interviews
people who are familiar with the site. The methods,
findings, conclusions and recommendations of the
review are documented in the Five-Year Review Report.
The report will include the following: site background
and history; an explanation of any remedial measures in
place; an explanation of documents and laws reviewed; a
discussion of the site inspection conducted and sam-
pling results; an explanation of how the community will
be notified about the review; past actions conducted as a
result of previous reviews; long-term institutional
controls; site recommendations (if warranted); and a
statement of protectiveness. The statement of protective-
ness documents whether the cleanup decisions and
remedial actions continue to be effective.

Input on Five-Year Review and
Avdilability of Report

EPA places a high value on community input. If you
have concerns or suggestions regarding the OII Five-
Year Review, please feel free to contact the EPA person-
nel listed at the end of this fact sheet. A copy of the
final report will be placed in the information reposito-




ries after the review is complete in September 2005.
Additionally, a fact sheet announcing the completion
and a summary of findings will be issued.

Groundwater Cleanup

There are two primary components to the groundwater
cleanup at OII: 1) control of site-associated liquids at
the landfill perimeter; and 2) monitored natural attenu-
ation of contaminated groundwater beyond the landfill
perimeter. In some areas of the site, perimeter liquids
control has been part of the site control operations for
many years. Additionally, there is a focus on liquids at
the north end of the site where controls are currently
being designed. Studies of site-associated liquids on the
castern end of the landfill are taking place to determine
what type of control action is necessary there.

Additional specific groundwater studies are also under-
way for the following reasons: 1) to determine if the
elevated nickel present north of the landfill is related to
the site; 2) to evaluate the presence of 1,4-dioxane in the
groundwater west of the site; and 3) to better under-
stand groundwater flow conditions east of the site.
Results of these studies will be incorporated into long-
term evaluation of groundwater conditions at OII.
Please be aware that groundwater near the OII site is not
used for drinking water purposes.

Testing of Landfill Gas Treatment
Facility

The Landfill Gas Treatment Facility, located on the site’s
North Parcel, must undergo a performance test on
alternate units of the system every five years. This is
done to demonstrate that the facility is achieving the
required 99.99% destruction of the contaminants being
treated. A performance test on the south unit of the
facility will be conducted in June.

North Parcel Update

The North Parcel consists of a 45-acre parcel, of which
approximately 10 acres contain landfill material. This
area will need to be remediated by installing both gas
and liquid extraction systems and covering with a
protective cap.

In October 2004, the PRPs began the pre-design phase
of the cleanup. Pre-design work consists of a number of
elements: geotechnical and chemical characterization;
gas sampling; configuration of the cleanup components
(landfill cover, gas control system, surface water man-
agement systems); engineering calculations, etc. The
PRPs have agreed to a proposal put forth by EPA to
undertake a process called “design-build” that will allow
construction to begin after the intermediate design is
approved and before the final design work is completed.

EPA has been working with the City of Monterey Park
and the PRPs to integrate the City’s redevelopment
plans with the North Parcel cleanup work. Unfortu-
nately, the integration of the remedy with development
of the shopping mall proposed by the City has taken
longer than anticipated. This is mainly due to the
failure of the previous developer to acquire the property
as anticipated under the 7* Partial Consent Decree
(CD-7). EPA’s work to come up with a new agreement
with the PRPs to clean up and integrate development
has been further complicated by the previous developer
filing a lawsuit that has clouded title to the property.

EPA’s Settlement Offer to De Minimis
Parties Delayed

Under the Superfund law, EPA has the authority to
offer a special settlement of a PRP’s liability for site
cleanup if they qualify as de minimis. For a PRP to be a
de minimis party, the quantity of waste the party con-
tributed to the site must be minimal in comparison to
the total amount of waste sent to the site. De minimis
settlements provide significant benefits to the partici-
pating parties including protection against lawsuits

brought by other PRPs.

EPA has notified hundreds of de minimis parties that
they may participate in a de minimis settlement regard-
ing their potential liability in relation to the OII
Superfund Site. Unfortunately, due to administrative
delays EPA will not be able to send out the settlement
offer to these de minimis parties as soon as we would
have liked. As a result, the informational meeting that
was planned to address questions regarding the settle-
ment offer is now scheduled for late 2005.
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For More Information

Past five-year review reports and other site-related documents for the Ol site (including the current Five-Year Review
Report when it is completed), are available at the following locations:

Bruggemeyer Memorial Library Superfund Records Center
440 S. McPherrin Ave. (temporary location, government 95 Hawthorne St., 4" Floor
documents) San Francisco, CA 94105
Monterey Park, CA 91754 (415) 536-2000

(626) 307-1333 Hours: Mon - Fri, 8a.m.to 5 p.m.

Hours: Mon, Tues, Noon to 9 p.m.
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Noon to 6 p.m.

Montebello Public Library

1550 W. Beverly Blvd.

Montebello, CA 90640

(328) 722-6551

Hours: Mon, Tues, 10 a.m.to 8 p.m.
Wed, Thurs, 10 a.m.to 6 p.m.

Fri, Sat, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Q, —
Mailing List Coupon ]

If you are not already on the mailing list and would like to be, please fill out the coupon below and return to:

Vicki Rosen, Community Involvement Coordinator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street (SFD-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE/ZIP:

*PHONE:

*FAX:

*E-MAIL:

*ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION:

(*Optional items)

You may also provide the above information via e-mail to: rosen.vicki@epa.gov
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Operating Industries, Inc. Superfund Site
Five-Year Review of Landfill Operations & Maintenance
and Site Update

EPA Contacts for Oll Site

Vicki Rosen Lance Richman Shiann-Jang Chern
Community Involvement Coordinator (SFD-3)OII Project Coordinator (SFD-7-4) Oll Altenate Project Coordinator (SFD-7-4)
(415) 972-3244 or (800) 231-3075 (415) 972-3022 (415) 972-3268
rosen.vicki@epa.gov richman.lance @ epa.gov chern.shiann-jang @epa.gov
U.S.EPA

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

EPA website: www.epa.gov/region09/waste/sfund/oii EE====
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