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VOCs and Vapor Intrusion

TCE, benzene, and monochlorobenzene are types of VOCs
found at the Sites that can move as vapors from the groundwater
through soil under certain conditions. These underground VOCs
are a product of contamination from the Sites, as well as from the
past activities of several companies that once operated in the area
northwest of the Sites. Since the 1990s, the companies responsible
for the pollution have worked to develop and construct a treat-
ment system to clean up and contain contaminated groundwater.
As part of this effort, a groundwater treatment system (located on
Normandie Avenue at West 204™ St.) was built and is scheduled
to be operational in 2015.

Why Are You Sampling Now?

If vapors move under a building, it is possible for them to pass
through cracks and other openings in the foundation and enter

the indoor air (see Figure 1). If this happens at high enough levels,

it may create a health risk for those breathing indoor air. Recent s N £
scientific studies for TCE have led EPA to take more protective Figure 2: Sampling Areas
measures to test for and minimize the risk of vapor intrusion.

How Does EPA Do Sampling? How Can | Sign Up?

Furthermore, EPA has learned vapor intrusion levels can vary

throughout the year, and that the most accurate time to mea- Sampling usually requires two 30-minute home visits. During the first EPA has prioritized two residential sampling areas for the vapor
sure the greatest potential for VOC buildup is during the winter visit, EPA will explain how household products and everyday activities intrusion investigation. If you live outside the residential sampling
months. Based on these developments, EPA has decided to evalu- (like using your heater or opening windows) can affect indoor air qual- areas and are interested in participating, please contact EPA. Out-
ate homes in the Harbor Gateway community for vapor intrusion. ity. EPA will place 1-2 small air samplers in the breathing side these areas, EPA may sample as resources allow.

zone (3-6 feet above the floor) to collect the samples in the

As such, EPA is asking residents for permission to sample house. Other samplers may be placed in the crawl space Please check to see if you are within the project area on the map
indoor air in homes in February 2015 to confirm that EPA’s beneath the home and in the outdoors. If the home does above. If so, please contact EPA representatives Yarissa or Ale-
new, lower standards for TCE and VOCs exposure are not not have a crawl space, EPA may request specific per- jandro (contact information on opposite side) to schedule an ap-
being exceeded. mission to drill a pencil-sized hole in the floor to take pointment. Before EPA can take any samples, we need written

samples underneath the home. During the second visit, permission from the property owner and the resident.
EPA picks up the samplers, and then sends them to an

EPA-approved lab for analysis. In four to five weeks, Typical sampling
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EPA will contact the residents and/or landowners with  equipment (3”)
the results, and discuss any potential follow-up steps.



