
WATER SAMPLING TO TAKE PLACE IN EASTERN AGENCY 

Sampling Responds to Navajo Concerns Heard by Congress 


In response to testimonies given by Diné citizens, Navajo Nation officials and United States officials at 
Congressional hearings led by Congressman Waxman on abandoned uranium mines on the Navajo 
Nation, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) will take the lead in this sampling 
effort and work with the Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency (NNEPA) and other partners 
to test water sources in rural areas across the Navajo Nation beginning in February 2008.  The purpose 
of the testing is to see if water that may be consumed by people contains unsafe levels of heavy metals 
(such as uranium), or radioactive substances called radionuclides.  Drinking water that contains unsafe 
levels of these contaminants over a long period of time can cause health problems.  This upcoming 
sampling will build on water sampling that has been done in the past in order to get a better 
understanding of any potential problems.  The USEPA, NNEPA and Navajo staff of the Diné Network 
for Environmental Health (DiNEH) Project will meet with the chapters prior to sampling activities to 
describe the effort. 

What is the goal of this sampling? 

USEPA has set the goal of identifying and addressing water sources that are impacted by uranium 
mining.  USEPA will work with its partners and the affected communities on the Navajo Nation to find 
solutions that protect public health and meet the needs of residents for access to safe drinking water.  For 
each affected water source, there may be a variety of potential solutions for protecting public health, 
ranging from public education to seeking funding for a replacement water supply.  USEPA will not 
require closure of water sources as a result of this sampling effort. 

Who else is involved in this project? 

This water sampling effort is undertaken by a partnership working to protect the health of the Navajo 
people. This partnership includes:  USEPA, NNEPA (Superfund Program and Public Water Systems 
Supervision Program), Navajo Nation Department of Water Resources, U.S. Indian Health Service, New 
Mexico Rural Water Association and the DiNEH Project. 

Where will sampling be done? 

USEPA and its partners will sample about 30 rural water sources such as livestock wells, windmills, 
artesian wells and springs in the Eastern Agency as well as 40 additional sites in the western part of the 
Navajo Nation. The sampling teams will not sample tap water or enter homes.  The locations that are 
chosen for sampling will come from information compiled by USEPA and other partners.     

How will the sampling be done? 

USEPA and its partners will collect water from each source.  That water will be analyzed at a laboratory.  
It will take about three months to get the results.  It takes this length of time because there are specific 
procedures that must take place in order to be sure the results are accurate. 

How will the results be used? 

The results will be used to benefit the communities by providing information that will help them make 
decisions that affect their health.  The USEPA will consult with the Navajo Nation on the best ways to 



share the sampling results with the communities. USEPA will use the results in their report back to 
Congress as a basis for developing plans for action on issues raised in the Waxman hearings; the Navajo 
Nation EPA Public Water Supply Supervision Program will evaluate needs for new safe water sources 
while the Superfund Program will plan necessary clean up of contaminated sites; and the DiNEH Project 
will use the results to identify health risks in communities.  The members of the partnership will work 
with the communities and residents to explain results and develop plans to ensure access to clean, safe 
drinking water.   

How do I find out more about the “Waxman Hearing”? 

The “Waxman Hearing” on the health and environmental impacts of uranium contamination was held on 
October 23, 2007 before the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, chaired by Rep. Henry Waxman of California. Go to http://oversight.house.gov/hearings.asp to 
read testimonies given by Navajo citizens and officials, and others. 

Who do I contact if I have questions? 

If you have questions about the upcoming water sampling, please contact any of the people listed below, 
or your local chapter officials who will be working closely with us on this project. 

US EPA REGION 9 	
Harry L. Allen 	
On-Scene Coordinator 	
75 Hawthorne St. (SFD-9-2) 	
San Francisco, CA  94105 	
(415) 972-3063  	
allen.harryL@epa.gov	

Luis Garcia-Bakarich 	
Community Involvement Coordinator 	
75 Hawthorne St. (SFD-3) 	
San Francisco, CA  94105 	
(415) 972-3237 or (800) 231-3075 	
garcia-bakarich.luis@epa.gov	

Navajo Nation EPA 
Elisa Arviso 	
Public Water Systems Supervision Program	
P.O. Box 339 
Window Rock, AZ  86515 
(928) 871-7893 	
elisa@navajopublicwater.org	

Lillie Lane 	
Public Information Officer	
P.O. Box 339 
Window Rock, AZ  86515 
(928) 871-6092 	
lane_lillie50@hotmail.com	

DiNEH Project 
Jeremy DeGroat 
Eastern Navajo Health Board 
P.O. Box 1938 
Crownpoint, NM 87313 
505-786-7581 
jrdg3@yahoo.com 

Dr. Johnnye L. Lewis 
Community Environmental Health Program 
College of Pharmacy, MSC09 5360 
1 University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001 
505-272-4853 

jlewis@cybermesa.com


Chris Shuey, MPH 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
P.O. Box 4524 

Albuquerque, NM 87196 

505-262-1862 
sric.chris@earthlink.net 

New Mexico Rural Water Association 
Don Castillo 
Tribal System Circuit Rider

3413 Carlisle Blvd NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(800) 819-8993 or (505) 228-2249 

don@nmrwa.org
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