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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY


REGION IX


75 Hawthorne Street


San Francisco, CA  94105
September 8, 2009
Gretchen Bennitt, Air Pollution Control Officer 

Northern Sierra AQMD
200 Litton Dr., Suite 320
Grass Valley, CA 95945
Re: Collins Pine (CP) Title V Permit Renewal
Dear Ms. Bennitt, 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Northern Sierra Air Quality Management Air District’s (NSAQMD) Title V Permit Renewal for CP. It is our understanding that the comment period concludes on September 12, 2009. 


According to NSAQMD Rule 522, Title V Federal Operating Permits (5.4)(1) Notification and Opportunity for Review of Proposed Decision, “[f]or initial permits, renewal of permits, … [NSAQMD] analysis shall include a statement that sets forth the legal and factual basis for the proposed permit conditions including references to the applicable statutory and regulatory provisions.” We are concerned that the CP Title V Permit Renewal does not refer to federal requirements under 40 CFR 63 National Emissions Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Source Categories and that the Statement of Basis (SoB) does not discuss hazardous air pollutant (HAP) emissions from the facility. To conclude that the CP facility has complied with the appropriate applicable federal regulations, the SoB must address whether or not the facility is subject to any corresponding applicable requirements in 40 CFR 63. 


It is our understanding from the facility description in the Title V Permit that the wood products manufacturing and cogeneration unit includes a wood waste boiler that produces a maximum of 140,000 lbs/hr of steam.  However, it is unclear to us based on the description what quantity of solvents, coatings, and/or adhesives are used in the process and whether they are limited in use or type to minimize HAP emissions. It is also unclear from the SoB what quantity of HAP emissions are contained in the wood waste.  Finally, it is unclear from the project description and the permit conditions whether the type of wood waste fuel being burned limits the inclusion of treated wood or other biomass that may contain HAPs.  Thus, the District should modify the SoB prior to finalizing the permit to address the issues stated above and make any necessary changes to the permit that may result from this analysis.

In addition, we are unclear as to why the permit does not include emissions limits for SO2 or emission concentration limits for VOCs.  Biomass combustion typically leads to significant amounts of SO2 emissions, while wood products manufacturing will typically lead to significant amounts of VOC emissions.  Please clarify why these pollutants do not need to have emissions limits for this facility.

We look forward to working with you to address our comments.  Please contact Omer Shalev of my office at (415) 972-3538 if you have any questions.


Sincerely,
Gerardo C. Rios
Chief, Permits Office
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