
AIR QUALITY 17.8.1602 

Subchapter 16 

Emission Control Requirements for 
Oil and Gas Well Facilities Operating 

Prior to Issuance of a Montana Air Quality Permit 

17.8.1601 DEFINITIONS For the purposes of this subchapter, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) "Emissions minimizing technology" means a technology that reduces the 
amount of volatile organic.compound (VOC) emissions from oil and gas well facilities 
through the use of resource recovery as fuel for process units or technology that 
results in significantly lower emissions of VOCs through the use of vapor capture 
and introduction into a pipeline. 

(2) "Initial well completion date" has the meaning provided in 75-2-211(2)(b), 
MCA. 

(3) "Oil and gas well facility" has the meaning provided in 75-2-103(13), 
MCA. 

(4) "Potential to emit (PTE)" means the maximum capacity of a facility or 
emitting unit, within physical and operational design, to emit a pollutant. Any 
physical or operational limitation on the capacity of the facility or emitting unit to emit 
a pollutant, including air pollution control equipment and restrictions on hours of 
operation or on the type or amount of material combusted, stored, or processed, is 
treated as part of its design only if the limitation or the effect it would have on 
emissions is federally enforceable. Secondary emissions are not considered in 
determining potential to emit. (History: 75-2-111, 75-2-211, MCA; IMP, 75-2-211, 
MCA; NEW, 2005 MAR p. 2660, Eff. 1/1/06.) 

17.8.1602 APPLICABILITY AND COORDINATION WITH MONTANA AIR 
QUALITY PERMIT RULES (1) The requirements of this subchapter apply to oil and 
gas well facilities that were completed after March 16, 1979, or that were modified 
after March 16, 1979, and that have the potential to emit (PTE) more than 25 tons 
per year (TPY) of any airborne pollutant that is regulated under this chapter. 

(2) Notwithstanding (1), the requirements of ARM 17.8.1603 do not apply 
until July 1, 2006, to oil and gas well facilities completed prior to January 3, 2006. 

(3) The owner or operator of an oil and gas well facility shall submit to the 
department an application for a Montana air quality permit, pursuant to ARM 
17.8.748, no later than January 3, 2006, or within 60 days after the initial well 
completion date for the facility, whichever is later. 

(4) An owner or operator who complies with the .requirements of this 
subchapter may construct, install, or use equipment necessary to complete or 
operate an oil or gas well facility without a permit until the department's decision on 
the application is final. (History: 75-2-111, 75-2-211, MCA; IMP, 75-2-211, MCA; 
NEW, 2005 MAR p. 2660, Eff. 1/1/06.) 
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