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A BILL FOR AN 

ORDINANCE ENACTING A BAN ON WOODBURNING O N  POLLUTION ALERT DAYS AND FURTHER 
DECLARING AH EHERGENCY 

WHEREAS. the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Lakewood are. 
adversely affected by the degradation of the air quality within the city 
limits; and 

WHEREAS, it Is necessary for the Denver Metropolitan area to make 
reasonable efforts t o  attain the standards establlshed in the Federal Clean 
Air Act or lose federal highway funds; and 

HHEREAS, residential wood combustion produces particulate matter whlch is 
physically harmful, aesthetfcally unpleasant and contrlbutes to the 
degradation o f  the air quality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 

SECTION 1 . .  Definitions. The following words and phrases have the 

Lakewood, Colorado, that: 

following meanings unless the context clearly lndfcates otherwise: 

t 

( 1 )  "Rarbeque devices" means devices that are utillzed solely for the 
purpose o f  cooking food. 

( 2 )  "Fireplace" means a hearth, fire chamber or similarly prepared place 
and a chimney. 

(3) "High pollution day" means a perlod of t i r , e  desfgnated as a high 
pollutfon day by the Colorado Department 3f Health. 

(4)  "Sole source of heat" means one or more solld fuel burning devices 
which constitute the only source of heating in a private residence. 
No solid fuel burnlng device or devices shall be considered to be the 
sole source of heat if the private iesidence Is equipped with a 
permanently Installed, furnace or heatlng system utilizing oil, 
natural gas , electricity, or propane. 

"Solid fuel burning device" means a device designed for solid fuel 
combustion so that usable heat f s  derjved for the interior of a 
bulldfng, and includes, without llmltation, solid fuel burning 
stoves, fireplaces or wood stoves of any nature, solld fuel burnfng 
cooking stoves, combinatlon fuel furnaces or boilers which burn solid 
fuel, or any other device used for the burnfng of solid combustible 
material. Solid fuel burning devices do not include barbeque devices 
or natural gas-fired fireplace logs. 

(5) 
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SECTION 2 .  Woodburnlng Prohfbition. 

( 1 )  it shall be unlawful for any person to operate a solid fuel burnlng 
device during a high pollution day unless an exemptlon has been 
granted pursuant to Section 3. It shall be the duty of all persons 
owning or operating a solld fuel burning device to be aware of any 
declaration o f  a high pollution day by the Colorado Department of 
Health. 

( 2 )  At the tlme of the declaration of a high pollution day, the City 
Manager shall allow three hours for the burndown of existing fires in 
solid fuel burning devices prior t o  the inltiatlon of enforcement. 

SECTION 3. It Is an afflrmatlve defense to a charge of burnlng on a h i g h  
pollution day that a person has obtained a temporary exemptlon demonstrating 
(a>  an economic need to burn solld fuel for resldential space heatlng 
purposes, or (b) rellance on a solld fuel- burnlng device installed prfor.to 
December 1 ,  1986, as the sole source of heat. 
exemptions according to the following standards: 

The City Hanager may grant such 

(1) A person shall demonstrate economic need by certifying eligibllity t 

for energy assistance according t o  economic guidelines established by 
the United States Office of Management and Budget under the 
Low-Income Energy Asststance Program (L.E.A-P.), as administered by 
Jefferson County. 

A person applyfng for an exemptlon must slgn a s w w n  statement 
demonstrating rellance on a solld fuel burning device Installed prlor 
t o  December 1, 1986, as the sole source of heat’. 

( 2 )  

(31 An exemption obtained under thls section shall be effectlve for one 
year from the date ft i s  granted. 

SECTION 4. For the purpose of determinlng compliance with the provisions 
of this chapter. C t t y  of Lakewood Inspectors are hereby authorlzed to make 
Inspections of all alr contamlnatlon sources, including sol id fuel burning 
devices whlch are being operated o n  high pollution days, and to take samples 
o f  air for analysis whenever necessary t o  determine the quantlty and character 
o f  alr pollutants. If any person refuses or restrfcts entry and free access 
t o  any part o f  a premise, or refuses inspection or sampling o f  any device, 
facf’lity or process where fnspectlon 1 s  sought, the lnspectors shall seek from 
the Hunicipal Court o f  the Ctty of Lakewood a search varrant authorfzing an 
fnspector t o  enter the premlses and comply with this Section. The court shall 
have full power, jurisdiction and authorlty to enforce all orders Issued under 
the provisions o f  this chapter. 

SECTION 5- This ordinance shall be enforceable o n  and after December 1 ,  
1986. 

SECTION 6. Emergency!. Thls ordlnance 1; necessary for the tmnediate 
preservation of the public health and safety and an emergency exists by reason 
of the fact that the enactment of this ordinance Is necessary to the orderly 
and efflclent adminlstratlon o f  the buslness of the CIty of Lakewood; 
therefore, this ordlnanxe shall take effect followlng adoption imedlately 
“nnn + h e  r 4 n n a + r t r n  nf t h i i  ordlnance b y  the Hayor (or Mayor Pro Tem) approving 
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INTRODUCED, READ AH0 PASSED on first readlng at a regular meeting o f  the 
City Councll on November 10. 1986; ordered published in full in the L a k e w m d  
Sentinel and Publfc Hearing and consideration on final passage set for  
November 24 ,  1986, at 7 o'clock p.m. at Lakewmd City Hall, 445  South Allison 
Parkway, Lakewood, Colorado. 

ATTEST: 
1 

&Lu- 9 &u- 
Karen Goldmany City Clerk 

INTRODUCED, READ AND ADOPTED by the City Council the 24 th  day 
of November , 1986. 

SIGNED AND APPROVED THIS 25th day of November , 1986. t 

PURSUANT TO THE EMERGENCY PROVISION CONTAINED IN THIS ORDINANCE. 

- 
v Linda Shliw, Mayor 

I hereby certify and attest that the within and foregoing Ordinance was 
introduced, read and passed on first reading on the date hereinabove set 
forth, publlshed in full in the Lakewood Sentinel on the 14th day 
of November , 1986; introduced, read, finally passed and 
adopted by the Clty Councll, and sfgned and approved by the Mayor on the dates 
hereinabove set forth. 

ATTESTED AND CERTIFIED: 

Karen Goldman. C1 ty C1 e r h  

Approved as to  form: 

Cfty Attorney &f Date 
n I 

Approved as to  content: I/ 

Comnunlty Development Date City Manager Date \\F 
Parks and Recreatfon Date Publ i c Safety Date 
Employee Relatfons Date Publ l c  Mrks Date 

- FInance . Date Cfty C1:rk Date I 


