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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 AUTHORITY

Since 1988, Congress has enacted legislation providing for the closure, in part or in
whole, of military bases/facilities and the realignment of others. The principal
mechanism for implementing the policy in both statutes has been an independent,
bipartisan commission. Two of the most pressing issues are (1) providing assistance
to local communities economically impacted by base closures and (2) establishing a
cost-effective program of environmental clean-up at bases prior to their disposition.

During the decade of the 1980's, no major military bases were closed, largely
because of procedural requirements established by Congress. After several
legislative efforts to break the deadlock failed, Congress introduced a new base
closure procedure in Public Law (PL) 100-526, enacted October 24, 1988. The
statute established a bipartisan commission to make recommendations to Congress
and the Secretary of Defense on closures and realignments.

On December 28, 1988, the commission issued its report, recommending closure of
eighty-six installations, partial closure of five, and realignment of fifty-four others.
The Secretary of Defense approved its recommendation on January 5, 1989. Since
the commission approach adopted by Congress was successful, new base closure
legislation was introduced (PL 101-510) which also relied upon the services of an
independent commission. This commission, in accordance with a statutory
provision, met in 1991, 1993 and 1995.

The Defense Base Closure and Realignment of 1990 (1990 Base Closure Act), Public
Law 101-510, established the process by which DoD installations would be closed
and/or realigned. Camp Bonneville, located in Clark County, Washington, was
selected for closure under the 1995 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process.

On April 5, 1990, U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville
(USAESCH) was designated as the USACE Mandatory Center of Expertise (MCX)
and Design Center for Ordnance and Explosives (OE). USAESCH will also design
and implement OE remediation programs for other branches of the Department of
Defense when requested. In cooperation with the Support Center and the Seattle
District, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers St. Louis District has been assigned the
task of preparing an Archives Search Report for Camp Bonneville, Washington,
detailing ordnance, ammunition, and explosives, suspected chemical warfare
materials (CWM) and any other warfare materials (i.e. radiological, biological).

Section 1.0 - Introduction
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1.2 ScoPE

The history of Camp Bonneville was investigated through archives searches for the
types, quantities, and probable locations of ordnance items abandoned by DoD prior
to relinquishing ownership of Camp Bonneville. Information contained herein is
based on the review of existing historical documents and maps, interviews, site
inspection, and descriptions of known or suspected contamination.

Section 1.0 - Introduction
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION
2.1 LAND USAGE/REAL ESTATE

Camp Bonneville has been the location of many different types of training in the
last eighty-five years. The post has had rifle, pistol, and machine gun training.
Soldiers have fired rifle grenades, mortars, howitzers, and rockets, and they have
thrown practice and live grenades. They have negotiated both a bayonet and an
infiltration course. The camp also had two demolition areas for the destruction of
unserviceable munitions and other Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) training.
Chemical warfare training also occurred at the post's gas chamber and in its
mustard training area (location unknown). Active Army units, Reservists, National
Guard members, and the Air Force, as well as many federal, state, and local law
enforcement units, used the camp for training. Other civic and educational
organizations also used the land at Bonneville (Woodward-Clyde 1996a: Section
3.2; Hoaleben 1947: 731). All of this activity will be covered in more detail later in
this report.

In 1910 the federal government acquired a lease with a purchase option on the land
near Proebstel, Washington, which would eventually become Camp Bonneville.

The army used the site as a rifle range until 1915 when the lease expired, and the
army moved their training to Oregon. In 1918, the War Department returned to
the Proebstel land (3018.94 acres), acquiring it by purchase and condemnation (Van
Arsdol 1991: 87,90,96; War Department 1937). In the early 1950's, the Defense
Department leased an additional 840 acres from the State of Washington. In 1957,
the federal government returned twenty acres of this property, but the remaining
acreage continues to be under the military's jurisdiction (General Services
Administration 1953; Woodward-Clyde 1996a: Section 3.2).

2.2 CLIMATIC DATA

The Cascade range provides a steep slope for the orographic lift of moisture-laden
westerly winds and consequent moderate rainfall. The Cascade range forms a
barrier from continental air masses originating over the interior Columbia Basin.
Summer produces pleasantly mild temperatures, northwesterly winds and very
little precipitation. July and August are the hottest months with average monthly
temperatures of just over 65°F and average daily maximum temperatures just
under 80°F. The winter season is marked by relatively mild temperatures, cloudy
skies and rain with southeasterly surface winds predominating. January is the

Section 2.0 - Site Description
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only month with an average monthly temperature below 40°F and the lowest
average daily minimum temperature of 33.5°F.

Precipitation consists mostly of rain with thunderstorms occurring about once a
month through the spring and summer months and gentle rains occurring almost
daily during winter months. Snowfalls are seldom more than a couple of inches and
generally last only a few days. On the average, only five days each year have a
measurable amount of snow. The strongest winds, an average velocity of 9.9 mph
and prevailing direction of ESE, generally occur in January. The lightest winds
occur in September and October, with an average velocity of 6.5 mph and prevailing
direction of NW and ESE, respectively.

The average first occurrence of 32°F in the fall is November 7 and the average last
occurrence in the spring is April 3.

Climatological data for this area are summarized in TABLE 2-1. Data were
collected at the National Weather Service meteorological station at Portland,
Oregon.

TABLE 2-1
CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA FOR
PORTLAND, OREGON

Month Temperature Precipitation Wind
Average Average Average
Minimum | Maximum Average Speed Average
(°F) (°F) (Inches) Miles/Hour | Direction
January 33.5 44.3 6.16 9.9 ESE
February 36.0 50.4 3.93 9.1 ESE
March 374 54.5 3.61 8.2 ESE
April 40.6 60.2 2.31 7.4 NW
May 46.4 66.9 2.08 7.1 NW
June 52.2 72.7 1.47 7.2 NW
July 55.8 79.5 0.46 7.6 NW
August 55.8 78.6 1.13 7.1 NW
Septembe 51.1 74.2 1.61 6.5 NW

Section 2.0 - Site Description
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p
October 44.6 63.9 3.05 6.5 ESE
Novembe 38.6 52.3 5.17 8.6 ESE
r

December 35.4 46.4 6.41 95 ESE
Average 44 62 37.39 7.9 ESE

2.3 GEOLOGY AND SOILS
2.3.1 GEOLOGY AND PHYSIOLOGY

Camp Bonneville is located in the Northern Cascade Mountains section of the
Cascade Sierra Mountains physiographic province. The region is a plateau-like
upland surface which may represent a former erosion surface. There are numerous
granitic peaks which rise above the general level of the plateau. Additionally, there
are marks of glaciation in the form of innumerable cirques and, on the east side
particularly, deep glacial troughs. The topography is rugged; many valleys 2,000 to
3,000 feet deep dissect the region.

The Cascade Mountains are characterized by volcanic rocks. In the southern
margin, including the site area, of the Northern Cascade Range, the rocks, instead
of being dominantly volcanics, are Paleozoic and Mesozoic sedimentary and
metamorphic rocks which have been intruded by numerous small batholiths and
stocks. The majority of the peaks are a result of gradational processes rather than
having been built by volcanic eruptions.

The glacial effects on the geology are widespread in this region. The upper
mountain region receives large amounts of snowfall. These effects can be seen
along numerous valleys and occasionally down to low altitudes. Several small
glaciers also remain in the Northern Cascade Mountains (Thornbury 1965).

2.3.2 SoILS
The major type of soil on Camp Bonneville is located on the long side slopes in the

mountains. The slope of the surface is very steep and the surface layer is stony.
Some areas of the soil surface was developed in material moved by gravity and may

Section 2.0 - Site Description
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still be unstable. The soil is well drained and slowly permeable. The available
water capacity is high. Surface runoff is rapid to very rapid, and the hazard of
erosion is severe to very severe if the surface is left bare. The corrosivity of the soil
to uncoated steel is high and to concrete is moderate.

In a typical profile, starting at the ground surface and going down, the surface layer
of the Camp Bonneville soils is stony, dark reddish-brown clayey sandy silt. The
subsoil layer is composed of three slightly differing layers. In sequence from the
top, the thin upper portion is friable, dark reddish-brown clayey sandy silt; the next
layer is firm, reddish-brown heavy clayey sandy silt; and the lower portion is very
firm, dark-brown gravelly clayey sandy silt. The underlying material is weathered
basalt bedrock. The depth to the basalt bedrock differs as the topography differs.
Generally, as the slope increases the shallower the soil. TABLE 2-2 shows a
generalized soil profile (McGee 1972).

TABLE 2-2
GENERALIZED SOIL PROFILE

LAYER SOIL PERCENTAGE PASSING AVL
DESCRIPTION SIEVE NUMBER WATER
CAP.
#4 #10 #200

Surface | Clayey sandy silt | 90-100 | 90-100 | 75-85 19-.21

Subsoil | Gravelly, clayey | 75-90 70-85 35-50 10-.12
sandy silt

Bedrock | Weathered basalt | 90-95 90-95 75-85 19-.21

Table taken from Soil Survey of Clark County, WA.

In the extreme western portion of the site the surface is more gently rolling. These
areas have a profile similar to that described above. The surface layer is gravelly
and the erosion hazards are decreased in proportion to the decrease in surface
slope.

Section 2.0 - Site Description
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The potential for frost extends to a depth of 12 to 18 inches within Camp
Bonneville.

2.4 HYDROLOGY
2.4.1 SURFACE WATER

Camp Bonneville, Washington is located along the western side of the Cascade-
Sierra Mountain Range. This region is characterized by having open hills,
mountain ranges and crests and more than 75% of gentle slope is on upland areas.
The soil is warm and moist with a mean annual soil temperature higher than 47
degrees. The natural vegetation cover generally consists of needleleaf forests such
as Cedar and Douglas fir.

The prevalent concentration of dissolved minerals in the surface waters of this
region is less than 100 parts per million, and the most common chemicals in the
river water are calcium, magnesium and bicarbonates. The average suspended
sediment concentration in rivers is less than 300 parts per million. The
concentration of dissolved minerals in the ground water is less than 1000 parts per
million.

The Camp Bonneville, Washington, site area has a steep local relief. The elevation
of the terrain ranges from a high of about 1800 feet National Geodetic Vertical
Datum (NGVD) at Livingston Mountain to a low of about 300 feet NGVD. The
slope along Lacamas Creek in the site area has a drop of about 400 feet per mile.
The area generally drains towards the west and southwest through the tributaries
of Buck Creek and David Creek into Lacamas Creek. All the surface water
drainage eventually empties into the Washougal River and flows southwest into the
Columbia River near Camas, Washington. The Columbia River flows north and
west along the Washington-Oregon border and empties into the Pacific Ocean near
Astoria, Oregon.

2.4.2 GROUND WATER
Camp Bonneville is underlain by aquifers in pre-Miocene rocks. These rocks

consist of undifferentiated volcanic rocks, undifferentiated consolidated
sedimentary rocks, and undifferentiated igneous and metamorphic rocks. In some

Section 2.0 - Site Description
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places the thickness of the volcanic rocks might be as much as 5,000 feet and the
consolidated sedimentary rocks as much as 15,000 feet. The thickness of the
igneous and metamorphic rocks is unknown.

In volcanic rocks, water is present primarily in joints and fractures as in the
Pliocene and younger and the Miocene basaltic-rock aquifers. In the consolidated
sedimentary rocks, water is present primarily in solution cavities and joints in
carbonate rocks and in fractures and pore spaces in clastic rocks, such as sandstone
conglomerate. In igneous and metamorphic rocks, water is present primarily in
fractures, faults, and weathered zones that developed on exposed surfaces. The
aquifers in all rock types generally yield only from 1 to 100 gallons per minute of
water to wells.

Water produced from these rocks is usually saltwater but locally may be freshwater
(Whitehead 1994). Water produced from any unconsolidated deposits aquifers in
the area may also be freshwater. The water is used for industrial, domestic and
agricultural purposes.

2.5 ENDANGERED SPECIES

The information provided for this site was compiled from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.

The following federally-listed species may occur in the vicinity of Camp Bonneville:
bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus), candidate; tailed frog (Ascaphus truei), species
of concern; Northwestern pond turtle (Clemmys marmorata marmorata), species of
concern; Larch Mountain salamander (Plethodon larselli), species of concern;
Cascades frog (Rana cascadae), species of concern; spotted frog (Rana pretiosa),
candidate; Pacific western big-eared bat (Corynorhinus (Plecotus) townsendii
townsendii), species of concern; long-eared myotis (Myotis evotis), species of
concern; long-legged myotis (Myotis volans), species of concern; northern goshawk
(Accipiter gentilis), species of concern; olive-sided flycatcher (Contopus borealis),
species of concern; bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), threatened; northern
spotted owl (Strix occidentalis), endangered; and Clackamas corydalis (Corydalis
aquae-gelidae), species of concern.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife provided the following list of
state-listed species that occurs in the vicinity of Camp Bonneville: tailed frog, state
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monitored; Cope's giant salamander (Dicamptodon copei), state monitored; cascade
torrent salamander (Rhyacotriton cascadae), state monitored; and northern spotted
owl, endangered. The following list of "areas of state concern” also occurs in the
vicinity of Camp Bonneville: 2 riparian zone areas that contain small
concentrations of mule and blacktail deer (Odocoileus hemionus); 2 snag-rich areas;
2 areas with large concentrations of mule and blacktail deer; 5 areas with small
concentrations of mule and blacktail deer; and 2 areas used by nesting wood ducks

(Aix sponsa).

No additional information on the occurrence of rare or endangered species or
natural communities is known at this time. This does not mean that other state or
federally-listed species may not be present within the areas of interest. An on site
inspection by appropriate state and federal personnel may be necessary to verify
the presence, absence or location of listed species, or natural communities if
remedial action is recommended as part of the final ASR.

2.6 DEMOGRAPHICS

Camp Bonneville is located in a rural area where residential and commercial
growth caused by the development of Vancouver is gradual. Approximately 2 miles
west of the installation is Proebstel, an unincorporated community.

The population statistics for Clark County are: area, 628 square miles; population,
238,053; and population density, 379 persons per square mile. As of mid-March
1993, the business establishments in Clark County include manufacturing (6.8%),
agriculture (1.9%), services (32.1%), trade and financial (35.8%), and other (23.4%).
Of the people employed in Clark County, 32.1% are employed by trade and
financial firms, 29.1% by the service industry, 25.6% by manufacturing businesses,
7.9% by construction, and 5.3% by other businesses.

Section 2.0 - Site Description
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3.0 RECORDS REVIEWED

This Archives Search Report (ASR) compiles information obtained through
historical research at various archives and records holding facilities, interviews
with individuals associated with the site or its operations, and personal visits to the
site. All efforts were directed towards determining types of munitions used at the
site, possible disposal areas, and any unknown training areas. Information
obtained during this process was used in developing recommendations for further
actions at the site.

Below are the repositories visited, records searched, and documents pertaining to
Camp Bonneville listed. Denoted in parentheses after the description of each
document is that reference’s citation as it is used in the report and APPENDIX A.

3.1 NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

3.1.1 NATIONAL ARCHIVES I--WASHINGTON DC
700 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., NW
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20408-0001
(202) 501-5400

Record Group 77: Chief of Engineers
Entry 391: Construction Completion Reports
Box 316
File: Vancouver Barracks, Volume |
1. Completion Report of Camp Killpack A-6, Bonneville;
Vancouver Barracks CCC District, Vancouver Barracks,
Washington, 11-15-35. (n.a. 1935)

Entry 393: Historical Record of Buildings at Active Posts
Box 22: No file on Camp Bonneville.
Boxes 267-68: No Bonneville--only Vancouver Barracks

Entry 394: Historical Record of Buildings at Abandoned Posts
Box 3: No Camp Bonneville.
Box 21: No Vancouver Barracks.

Section 3.0 - Records Reviewed
Page 3-1



Camp Bonneville
Clark County, WA
Archives Search Report--Findings

Record Group 92: Office of the Quartermaster General
Entry 1891: Geographic File
Box 220: Camp Bonneville
File: 684 Camp Bonneville 1925
1. Cross Index referring to the naming of the target range
Camp Bonneville, 01 December 1925. (War Department 1925)

Box 220: Camp Bonneville

File: 680.41 Camp Bonneville 1926
1. Recommendation, dated 06 April 1926, that lease of
Bonneville be terminated. (Headquarters, Ninth Corps Area
1926)

Box 2243

File: 600.914 Vancouver
1. Correspondence, dated 12 December 1929, from War
Department asking for a completion report from Vancouver
Barracks on the target range at Bonneville. (Office of the
Quartermaster General 1929)

Box 2246

File: 684 Vancouver Barracks
1. Weekly Progress Report on the target range, 07 July 1929.
(Construction Service, Quartermaster Corps 1929)

2. Memorandum, dated 27 January 1926, officially naming the
camp after Benjamin L. E. Bonneville. (Adjutant General's
Office 1926)

3. Request for funds, dated 12 September 1928, from the Ninth
Corps Area for repairs at Camp Bonneville. (Headquarters,
Ninth Corps Area 1928)

Entry 1998: Real Estate File
Box 25: No file on Camp Bonneville.
Box 227: Vancouver Barracks
File: 601.1 Vancouver
1. Correspondence, dated 14 June 1910, concerning the
suitability of the target range. (First Infantry 1910)

Section 3.0 - Records Reviewed
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2. Correspondence, dated 27 May 1910, recommending the
acquisition of a target range for Vancouver Barracks. (Adjutant
General's Office 1910)

3. Newspaper article (paper and date unknown) with headline:
"Range at Proebstel Better Than Linnton for U.S. Army's Use."
(Lockley n.d.a)

4. Newspaper article (paper and date unknown) with headline:
"Soldiers Themselves Favor the Proposed Range at Proebstel.”
(Lockley n.d.b)

5. Newspaper article (paper and date unknown) with headline:
"Rifle Range: Secretary of War Baker tells Oregon Delegation
that tract at Linnton had been decided upon.” (n.a. n.d.a)

6. Second Indorsement, dated 21 February 1917, regarding the
purchase of tracts of land for target range purposes. (Office of
the Quartermaster General 1917)

7. Correspondence from the Secretary of War, dated 07 July
1916, to the publisher of the Oregon Journal concerning the
acquisition of Camp Bonneville. (Secretary of War 1916)

8. Summary of Communication regarding the government's
option on the land at Proebstel, dated 29 January 1917. (Jones
1917)

9. Summary of Communication regarding the acquisition of
target range land in Holbrook, Oregon, dated 10 January 1917.
(Mearns 1917)

10. Second Indorsement, dated 05 April 1916, concerning the
purchase of target range land. (Office of the Quartermaster
General 1916)

11. Memorandum, dated 17 February 1917, comparing the
Proebstel and Holbrook Ranges. (Department Engineer Office,
Western Department 1917)

Section 3.0 - Records Reviewed
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Record Group 153: Judge Adjutant General
Entry 56, Subseries 1: Reservation File 1800-1950
Boxes 520 and 523
Nothing of value.

Record Group 168: National Guard Bureau
Entry 9: Indexed by State
Box 334: Washington
Nothing of value

Entry 9: Indexed by Subject
Box 344: Abbreviations to Buzzer Wire
Nothing of value.
Box 352: Unallocated Funds to Youngmen's Christian Assoc.
Nothing of value.

Entry 12: Reports of Small Arms Firing
Box 359: Nothing of value.

Record Group 175: Office of the Chemical Warfare Service
Entry 1: Central Correspondence, 1918-1942
Box 349
File: 400.312/68, 25 May 1934
1. Wrapper Indorsement referring to gas masks at Vancouver
Barracks. (Headquarters, Ninth Corps Area 1934)

Box 351

File: 400.312/420, 23 March 1936
1. Requisition for an empty shipping container for detonating
gas ID sets. (Office of the Chief of Chemical Warfare Service
1936)

Box 352

File: 400.312/641, 19 April 1937
1. CWS Requisition for detonating gas ID sets for Vancouver
Barracks. (Chemical Warfare Service 1937)
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Box 358

File: 400.312/1697, 24 October 1940
1. Correspondence concerning gas ID sets and smoke pots for
Vancouver Barracks. (Headquarters, Ninth Corps Area 1940)

Box 475

File: 470.6/5101, 05 April 1935
1. Correspondence pertaining to the use of a detonating gas ID
set. (Assistant Adjutant General 1935)

Box 520

File: 471/51, 10 August 1937
1. Report of the use of a detonating gas ID set. (Headquarters,
Ninth Corps Area 1937)

Entry 2: Index Briefs to Central Correspondence, 1918-1942

Box 516

File: Vancouver Barracks
1. Reviewed and photocopied the index cards that referred to
the documentation in Entry 1 above. (n.a n.d.b)

Record Group 393: Record of US Army Continental Commands 1821-1920
Part V, Entry 37

3.1.2

3.1.2.1

Box 10: Vancouver Barracks, Correspondence 1913-1916
Nothing of value.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES | 1--COLLEGE PARK
8601 ADELPHI RoAD

CoLLEGE PARK, MD 20740-6001

(301) 713-6800

TEXTUAL REFERENCE BRANCH

Record Group 77: Office of the Chief of Engineers
Entry 1011: Security Classified Subject Files, 1940-45

Box 199

File: Camp Bonneville
1. Correspondence, dated 07 May 1943, pertaining to
construction at Camp Bonneville. (Office of the Division
Engineer, Pacific Division 1943)
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Box 512: No file on Camp Killpack.
Boxes 523-24: Nothing of value in files on Ft. Lewis.
Box 853: Nothing of value in files on Vancouver Barracks.

Entry 1013: General Correspondence with Districts
Box 241: Portland
Box 319: Seattle
Nothing of value in either of these boxes.

Entry 1014: General Correspondence with Divisions
Boxes 63-65: Northwest Division
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Entry 1019: General Correspondence with Service Commands
Boxes 29-33: Ninth Service Command
Boxes 34-35: Northwest Service Command
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Record Group 92: Quartermaster General
Entry 1892A: General Correspondence, Geographic File, 1936-45

Box 53: No file on Camp Bonneville.

Box 604: Tate- Zachary
No file on Vancouver Barracks.

Box 623
The file on Vancouver Barracks did not have any information on
Camp Bonneville.

Entry 1892B: Geographic File, 1946-48
Box 90: No file on Camp Bonneville.
Boxes 611-612
Files on Vancouver Barracks did not have any information on
Camp Bonneville.

Record Group 121: Public Building Service
Entry NN3-121-94-001: Records Relating to Surplus Real Property, 1946-50
Box 6: File on Vancouver Barracks of no value.

Record Group 175: Chemical Warfare Service
Entry 67A4900: Station File, 1946-1954
Box 310: File on Ft. Lewis was of no value.
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Record Group 269: Records of the General Services Administration
Entry NN3-269-84: Real Property Disposal Case Files from the Farm Credit
Administration 1945-53
Box 10: Camp Adair to Camp Bowie
File: Camp Bonneville
1. Correspondence, dated 10 July 1946, from the State of
Washington requesting Camp Bonneville for a state forest.
(Department of Conservation and Development, State of
Washington 1946)

2. Report of Disposition Board Covering Camp Bonneville,
Clark County, Washington, dated 02 May 1947. (War Assets
Administration 1947)

Record Group 291: Records of the Federal Property Resources Service
Entry NN3-291-94-001: Real Property Disposal Case Files, 1962
Box 204
File: Camp Bonneville
1. "Report of Excess Real Property," dated 23 November 1953,
on the land at Bonneville leased from the State of Washington.
(General Services Administration 1953)

Record Group 338: Records of U. S. Army Commands, 1942-
Entry: Posts, Camps and Stations
Box 950
File: Fort Lewis, WA
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Entry: Ninth Service Command, Adjutant General's Office, 1931-45
Boxes 1-9: Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.
Box 10
File: Telegram--Dec. 10, 1941
1. Telegram concerning the use of chemical warfare material.
(Signal Corps, United States Army 1941)

Box 11-13: Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.
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Box 14
File: Training Memorandum No. 1.
1. Chapter XIII of this memorandum details Ninth Corps Area
Chemical Warfare Training procedures. (Headquarters, Ninth
Corps Area 1944)

Entry: Ninth Service Command, Air Liason Office
Box 23: Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Entry: Ninth Service Command, Ordnance Officer
Box 28-29: Nothing useful on Camp Bonneville.

Entry: Ninth Service Command, Military Training Division
Boxes 31-32: Nothing of value on the site.

Entry: 4th U. S. Army and Western Defense Command
Boxes 13 and 16: Restricted Areas (WA)
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Entry: 4th U. S. Army and Western Defense Command, Adjutant General's
Section
Boxes 21-25: Nothing useful on Camp Bonneville.

Entry: 4th U. S. Army and Western Defense Command, Central
Correspondence, 1942-46
Boxes 92-93: 601-675
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Entry: 4th U. S. Army and Western Defense Command, Bound Volumes
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Entry: 4th U. S. Army, Continental Army 1946-
Box 264: Command Progress
No information on Camp Bonneville.
Box 314: Radiological Files
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Box 315: Installation Planning Files
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.
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Entry: Sixth U. S. Army, Adjutant General's Office, 1943-46
Boxes 112-113: Nothing useful on Camp Bonneville.

Entry: Sixth U. S. Army, CW Section
Boxes 136 and 153: Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

3.1.2.2 CARTOGRAPHIC BRANCH

Aerial photography and historic maps were reviewed for Vancouver Barracks.
None of these items showed anything useful on Camp Bonneville.

3.1.2.3 STILL PICTURES BRANCH
No useful photographs of Camp Bonneville were found here.

3.1.3 WASHINGTON NATIONAL RECORDS CENTER
4205 SuIlTLAND ROAD
SUITLAND, MD 20409-0002
(301) 457-7000

Record Group 77: Office of the Chief of Engineers
Accession: A53-325
Box 71
File: 600.4 Vancouver Barracks
1. Correspondence, dated 20 February 1950, concerning the
rehabilitation of Camp Bonneville for weekend and field
training. (Headquarters, Sixth Army 1950)

Accession: A52-0259
Box 12
File: Camp Bonneville
1. Correspondence, dated 31 June 1947, referencing the
withdrawal of Camp Bonneville from surplus status. (Office of
the District Engineer, Portland District 1947)

Record Group 291: Records of the Federal Property Resources Service
Accession 68-5714: Real Property Disposal Files
Box 331
Nothing of value.
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3.1.4

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER
MILITARY PERSONNEL RECORDS

9700 PAGE AVENUE

ST. Louis, MO 63132-5100

(314) 538-4085

All of these records were filed under the name "Ft. Lewis;" there were no references
to "Camp Bonneville,” or "Vancouver Barracks" that seemed useful after their
examination using a filing manual.

Record Group 338: Records of U. S. Army Commands, 1942-

Accession: 64A-6001, 1 box
General Orders.
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Accession: 64C-6001, 2 boxes
Financial surveys, Death Certificates, Commander's Analyses, and
Intelligence Reports.
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Accession: 64A-6012, 1 box
Cost and Performance Reports, Court-martials, and Awards.
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Accession: 64B-6012, 1 box
Program Progress Reviews, and Operation Programs, FY61.
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Accession: 65A-6003, 1 box
Management Structure Manuals, Court-martials, and Circulars.
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Accession: 65B-6003, 1 box
Reports of ROTC Camps at Ft. Lewis, Awards, and Cost and
Performance Analyses.
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.
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3.1.5

Accession: 65A-6004, 2 boxes
Management Manuals, Budget information, Reorganization files,
Circulars, General Orders, and Court-martials.
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Accession: 67A-6002, 1 box
Management Manuals, Cost Performance Reports, and Program
Analyses.
Nothing of value on Bonneville.

Accession: 68A-6001, 1 box
Cost Data, Awards, Reorganization Disposition Forms, Court-martials
and Circulars.
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Accession: 68B-6001, 1 box
Regulations, Ft. Lewis.
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Accession: 68B-6002, 1 box
Cost and Performance Reports, and Program Analysis Reports.
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

Accession: 68D-6002, 1 box
Reviews of Expenditures, Obligations and Funding from FY64.
Nothing of value on Camp Bonneville.

Accession: 68A-6003, 1 box
Court-martials, Death Certificates, and Awards.
Nothing useful on Camp Bonneuville.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES--PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION
6125 SAND PoINT WAY, NE

SEATTLE, WA 98115

(206) 526-6507

Record Group 77: Chief of Engineers

Portland District, 1947-82
Boxes 31-36; 44-45; and 64-68
Nothing of value on Bonneville.
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Seattle District, 1943-53
Boxes 2-5; 10; 12; and 18

Nothing of value on Bonneville.

Record Group 270: Records of the War Assets Administration

3.1.6

Entry: Real Property Disposal Case Files
Box 357
File: 600 Camp Bonneville, Appraisals

1. "Appraisal of Camp Bonneville Military Reservation, Clark
County, Washington." (War Assets Administration 1946)

2. Map: "Topographic Map," 1926. (7th Infantry, Vancouver
Barracks 1926)

3. Map: "Building and Block Numbers,"” 300-500 and 1100-1300
(1945). (Office of the Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 1945a)

4. Map: "Building and Block Numbers," 1700-1900 and 2500-
2700 (1945). (Office of the Post Engineer, Vancouver Bar.1945b)

5. Map: "Building and Block Numbers," 2100-2300, 2900-3100
and 3700-3900 (1945). (Office of the Post Engineer, Vancouver
Barracks 1945c)

6. Map: "Building and Block Numbers," 4200-4500 (1945).
(Office of the Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 1945d)

7. Map: "General Layout, Camp Bonneville A-A Range,"”
1943.(U. S. Army Engineer District, Portland 1943)

FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER--SEATTLE
6125 SAND PoINT WAY, NE

SEATTLE, WA 98115

(206) 526-6501

Record Group 77: Office of the Chief of Engineers

Accession: 87-0056
Boxes 1-4 of 4
Installation Historical Files from USACE-Portland District

Nothing of value on Bonneville.

Section 3.0 - Records Reviewed
Page 3-12



Camp Bonneville
Clark County, WA
Archives Search Report--Findings

Accession: 93-0036
Box 1 of 1
Files from USACE-Portland District
Nothing of value on Bonneville.

3.2 MILITARY ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES, AND INFORMATION SOURCES

3.2.1 U. S. ARMY CENTER OF MILITARY HISTORY
1099 14TH STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005-3402
(202) 761-5416

1. Camps, Posts and Stations File: No entry for Camp Bonneville.
2. Unit Data Cards: No Bonneville card in Washington State File.
3.2.2 U. S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

OFFICE OF HISTORY

7701 TELEGRAPH ROAD

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22310-3865

(202) 355-3558

1. Military Reservations (1937). A sketch of Camp Bonneville's location, area,
history, and easements. (War Department 1937)

3.2.3 U. S. ARMY MILITARY HISTORY INSTITUTE
CARLISLE BARRACKS
CARLISLE, PA 17013-5008
(717) 245-3601

3.2.3.1 LIBRARY

1. Northwest Bastion: The U. S. Army Barracks at Vancouver, 1849-1916 (1991) by
Ted Van Arsdol. (Van Arsdol 1991)

3.2.3.2 ARCHIVES

This branch of the MHI did not have any useful material on Camp Bonneville.
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3.2.3.3 STILL PICTURES BRANCH
No useful photographs on Camp Bonneville were found here.

3.2.4 U. S. ARMY CHEMICAL AND B1oLOGICAL DEFENSE AGENCY
HisToRICAL DIVISION
BuiLDING E5183
ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, MD 21010-5423
(410) 671-4430

1. History of CWS Activities at Ports of Embarkation (1947) by Sylvester John
Hoaleben. (Hoaleben 1947)

3.2.5 U. S. ARMY ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER
TECHNICAL INFORMATION CENTER
EDGEWOOD AREA TRAILER 4464-2T
ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, MD 21010
(410) 679-7878

1. "USATHAMA [U.S. Army Toxic and Hazardous Material Agency] Property
Report," dated December 1990. (U. S. Army Toxic and Hazardous Material Agency
1990)

2. Installation Assessment of the Headquarters, | Corps and Fort Lewis, Wash., and
the Subinstallations Yakima Firing Center, Camp Bonneville, and Vancouver
Barracks, Wash. (September 1983) by Environmental Science and Engineering Inc.
(Environmental Science and Engineering, Inc. 1983)

3.3 FORT LEWIS
TacomA, WA 98433

3.3.1 ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE
MR. GRADY MAY, PROJECT MANAGER
(206) 967-8435

1. "U. S. Army Base Realignment and Closure 95 Program, Environmental
Baseline Survey Report,” prepared for U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle
District by Woodward-Clyde, Denver, Colorado, dated 16 February 1996.
(Woodward-Clyde 1996a)
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2. "U. S. Army Base Realignment and Closure 95 Program, BRAC Cleanup Plan
Report, Version 1 Final Report,” prepared for the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Sacramento District and Seattle District, by Woodward-Clyde, Seattle, WA, dated
October 1996. (Woodward-Clyde 1996b)

3. "Location of Camp Bonneville Military Reservation." Environmental Baseline
Survey Report, U. S. Army Base Realignment and Closure 95 Program, dated
February 16, 1996. Prepared for U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District.
Environmental Office, Fort Lewis, Tacoma, WA.

4. Map: "Camp Bonneville,” n.d. (n.a. n.d.e)

5. Map: "Engineer Troop Training Projects,” 1958. (Office of the Post Engineer,
Vancouver Barracks 1958a)

6. Map: "1957 Timber Harvest and Reforestation,” 1957. (Post Engineer,
Vancouver Barracks 1957)

7. Map: "Firing Range Sites,"” 1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 1958c)
3.3.2 REAL ESTATE OFFICE

3.3.2.1 TEXTUAL RECORDS

1. Range Waiver, dated 15 July 1988. (Headquarters, | Corps and Ft. Lewis 1988)
2. Newspaper articles from The Columbian, concerning reuse options of Bonneville:
"Expansion of Larch facility proposed,” "Camp Bonneville to be discussed,” "Many
Ideas Surface for Camp Bonneville Site" (dates unknown). (Wolf n.d.a, n.d.b; n.a.
n.d.c)

3. Description of Training Areas, dated 15 February 1983. (n.a. 1983b)

4. Building List, 1982. (n.a. 1982)

5. Building List, 1983. (n.a. 1983a)

6. Building List, 1994. (n.a. 1994)
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7. Small Arms Ranges: descriptions, guidelines and responsibilities, dated
30 March 1984. (n.a. 1984a)

8. Camp Bonneville Site Map and Building Descriptions, 30 March 1984. (n.a.
1984b)

9. "Preliminary Assessment Screening Lease, Renewal of Two Washington State
Parcels, Camp Bonneville, Washington” May 1991. (Environmental and Natural
Resources Division, Fort Lewis, WA 1991b)

10. "Transfer of Construction,” 12 January 1959. (Property Officer 1959)

11. "Termination of Out-Grants at Camp Bonneville Military Reservation, WA,"
01 November 1996. (Department of Public Works, Ft. Lewis, WA 1996)

12. "Environmental Impact Assessment, Camp Bonneville, WA: Ongoing
Operations,” August 1978. (Installation Environmental Committee 1978)

13. "Permit to Other Federal Government Department or Agency to Use Property
on Camp Bonneville," 16 May 1971. (Department of the Army 1971)

14. "License for National Guard Purposes,” 16 May 1971. (Department of the Air
Force 1971)

15. "Retention of Camp Bonneville Military Reservation, Washington," 12 May
1950. (Installations Branch, Service Division 1950)

16. Site Map showing ranges (date unknown). (n.a. n.d.g)
17. "Request for assistance,” from USATHAMA (U. S. Army Toxic and Hazardous
Material Agency), 15 March 1991. (Environmental and Natural Resources

Division, Fort Lewis, WA 1991a)

18. General information concerning training at Camp Bonneville, 10 October 1991.
(Palfy 1991)

19. Newspaper Article from the Ranger, 02 March 1995, "Will BRAC Bite Back?"
(Rosenburgh 1995)

Section 3.0 - Records Reviewed
Page 3-16



Camp Bonneville
Clark County, WA
Archives Search Report--Findings

20. Map: "Topographic Map of Camp Bonneville, WA," 1958. (Post Engineer,
Vancouver Barracks 1958i)

3.3.2.2 MAP DRAWER

1. "Topographic Map," 1958. (Civilian Conservation Corps 1958)

2. "Upgrading Primary Electrical Distribution,” 1983. (Elcon Associates 1983c)
3. "General Site Map," 1981. (John Graham Company 1981b)

4. "Reservation Map," 1981. (John Graham Company 1981c)

5. "Fire Plans," 1972. (n.a. 1972)

6. "Camp Bonneville," n.d. Excerpt from Appendix E, FL Reg. 350-12, dated
30 March 1984. (n.a. n.d.f)

7. "General Grounds Maintenance, 1959 Season," 1959. (Office of the Post
Engineer, Fort Lewis, Washington 1959)

8. "Reservation Boundary and Range Map," 1959. (Office of the Post Engineer,
Vancouver Barracks 1959)

9. "Site and Building Use Map," 1958. (n.a. 1958)

10. "Topographical Map of Camp Bonneville, WA," 1958. (Post Engineer,
Vancouver Barracks 1958j)

11. "Topographic Map," 1957. (7th Infantry, Vancouver Barracks 1957)
12. "Topographic Map," 1970. (30th Engineer Battalion 1970a)

13. "Topographic Map," (showing training areas), 1970. (30th Engineer Battalion
1970c)

14. "Real Estate,” 1964. (War Department 1964)
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3.3.3 MAP VAULT

1. "Construct Ammo Storage Facility and Increase Physical Security of Existing
Bunkers, Camp Bonneville, WA," 1974. (Directorate of Facilities Engineering 1974)

2. "Range Fans--Coverages,” 1987. (Johnson Braund Design Group, Inc. 1987c¢)
3. Copy of Aerial Photo, 9-9-48. (n.a. 1948)

4. "General Site Map," n.d. (Office of the Post Engineer, Fort Lewis, Washington
n.d.)

5. "Site and Building Use Map, " 1958. (Office of the Post Engineer, Vancouver
Barracks 1958b)

6. "Modernization of Firing Ranges, Camp Bonneville, WA," 1967. (Office of the
Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 1967)

7. "Bayonet Course, Qualification Course,"” 1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver
Barracks 1958a)

8. "Firing Ranges Existing and Proposed,” 1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver
Barracks 1958b)

9. "Live Hand Grenade Court," 1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 1958d)

10. "Mortar Training Shell Range," 1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks
1958e)

11. "Practice Hand Grenade Courts," 1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks
1958f)

12. "Submachine Gun Dismounted Practice Course Layout and Target Control,"
1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 19589)

13. "Submachine Gun Dismounted Practice Course Plot Plan and Target Details,"”
1958. (Post Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 1958h)

14. "Camp Bonneville Reservation, Camp Bonneville and Vicinity," 1960. (Post
Engineer, Vancouver Barracks 1960)
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15. "Range Safety Areas, Sheet No. 2, KD Range, 3.5" R.L. Range, Hand Grenade
Range," 1972. (2d FA Battalion, 218 Arty, OR ARNG 1972a)

16. "Range Safety Areas, Sheet No. 2, Close Combat Range and Pistol Range,"
1972. (2d FA Battalion, 218 Arty, OR ARNG 1972hb)

17. "Range Safety Areas, Sheet No. 3, Night Fire Range and 25 Meter MG Range,"
1972. (2d FA Battalion, 218 Arty, OR ARNG 1972c)

18. "Topographic Map, Close Combat Course,” 1970. (30th Engineer Battalion
1970d)

19. "Basic Information Map--General Site Map," 1959. (War Department 1959)
3.34 FORESTRY SECTION WITHIN PuBLIC WORKS
1. Aerial photography of Camp Bonneville from 1963, 1978, 1988, and 1989.
3.4 U. S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SEATTLE DISTRICT

4735 EAST MARGINAL WAY SOUTH

SEATTLE, WA 98124-2255
34.1 ENGINEERING RECORDS AND INFORMATION BRANCH

JoycCE E. ROLSTAD, CHIEF

(206) 764-6704
1. Analysis of Design (Final Design--Corrected) for Design Local Training Area
Camp Bonneville, Washington. Prepared for the Seattle District, Corps of
Engineers. November 1987. Contained a Description of the two cantonment areas

and ranges. (Johnson Braund Design Group, Inc. 1987a)

2. Map: "Site Plan, Color Schedules,” 1979. (Directorate of Facilities Engineering
1979)

3. Map: "Cantonment Plans,” 1983. (Elcon Associates, Inc. 1983a)

4. Map: "Construction Site Plan, Upgrading Primary Electrical Distribution,”
1983. (Elcon Associates, Inc. 1983b)

5. Map: "General Site Map,"” 1981. (John Graham Company 1981a)
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6. Maps: "Local Training Area," 1987. Set of 14 "as built" drawings. (Johnson
Braund Design Group, Inc. 1987hb)

7. Map: "Topographic Map," 1970. (30th Engineer Battalion 1970b)

8. Maps: "Foundation Exploration,” 1987. Sheets 3-7 of 7 total. (U. S. Army
Engineer District, Seattle 1987a, 1987b, 1987c, 1987d, and 1987e)

9. Map: "Camp Bonneville Military Reservation," 1980. (U. S. Army Forces
Command 1980)

3.4.2 REAL ESTATE OFFICE
1. Map: "Military Reservation,"” 1989. (District Engineer, Seattle District 1989)
2. Map: "Index to Outgrants,” 1994. (District Engineer, Seattle District 1994)
3.4.3 SURVEY BRANCH, ENGINEERING DI1VISION
1. Aerial photography of Camp Bonneville from 1985.
3.5 CAMP BONNEVILLE MILITARY RESERVATION

MR. JERRY CUMMINGS

MR. WARREN FJELDOS

(360) 694-3280

1. Map: "Camp Bonneville, Special,” 1991. (54th Engineer Detachment 1991)

2. Notes from interviews with Mr. Cummings and Mr. Fjeldos can be found in
Section 4.5 and APPENDIX C.

3.6 VANCOUVER BARRACKS
SFC BJERKE
(360) 694-7555

1. Vancouver Barracks maintains no records on Camp Bonneville, but notes from
an interview SFC Bjerke can be found in Section 4.5.
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3.7 STATE AND LOCAL LIBRARIES AND HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

3.7.1 WASHINGTON STATE ARCHIVES
OLymPIA, WA 98504
(360) 753-5485

This facility has no records concerning Camp Bonneville.

3.7.2 SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON REGIONAL STATE ARCHIVES
OLvymPIA, WA 98504
(360) 753-5485

This facility has no records concerning Camp Bonneville.

3.7.3 WASHINGTON STATE LIBRARY
OLymPIA, WA 98504
(360) 753-4024

This library has several things on Ft. Lewis, which were reviewed, but they had no
information on Camp Bonneville.

3.7.4 FORT VANCOUVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY/CLARK COUNTY HISTORICAL
MUSEUM
VANCOUVER, WA 98668
(360) 695-4681

No pertinent information on Camp Bonneuville.

3.7.5 FORT VANCOUVER NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
VANCOUVER, WA 98661
(360) 696-7655

The collection at the library at the historic site concerns the frontier-era post, Fort
Vancouver.
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3.7.6 VANCOUVER COMMUNITY LIBRARY
VANCOUVER, WA 98660
(360) 695-1566

The on-line catalog and the clipping file index indicated that the library had no
information on Camp Bonneuville.

3.7.7 ST. Louls PuBLIC LIBRARY
ST. Louls, MO 63103
(314) 241-2288
1. Map: "Lacamas Creek, WA," dated 1990. U.S. Geological Survey.

2. Map: "Larch Mtn., Wash," Provisional Edition dated 1986, revised map dated
1993.
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4.0 HISTORICAL ORDNANCE USAGE
4.1 HISTORICAL SITE SUMMARY

Troops from Vancouver Barracks began to use land near Proebstel, WA, for a target
range in 1910. At this time, however, the federal government did not own the land.
It had an option on the property, but this option was not utilized for many years.
In 1912, the government obtained another option, but after it expired in 1915, the
army started conducting its target practice at an Oregon National Guard range
near Clackamas, Oregon. The acquisition of the original reservation, consisting of
about 3018.94 acres, occurred in 1918 by purchase and condemnation, and it was
officially named Camp Bonneville in 1926 (Van Arsdol 1991: 87, 90, 96; War
Department 1937).

Camp Bonneville contains two separate cantonment areas. The Camp Bonneville
cantonment area seems to have been built in the late 1920's. The Environmental
Baseline Survey Report contains a building list which shows several barracks and
storage buildings with construction dates of 1927 and 1928 (Woodward-Clyde
1996a: Section 3.3). This contention is reinforced by a historical document from
1926 indicating that activity and construction at Camp Bonneville was expected to
increase in the near future (Headquarters, Ninth Corps Area 1926). In 1935, the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) built and occupied the Camp Killpack
cantonment area. The CCC was a New Deal program that taught youths
conservation tactics in the nation's parks and forests. These facilities included
barracks, kitchens and mess halls, an infirmary, latrines, administration and
recreation buildings, and a library (n. a. 1935).

Several organizations used the facilities at Camp Bonneville besides the garrison at
Vancouver Barracks (numbering about 750 at the time). Citizens Military Training
Camps (CMTC) and the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) used the camp.

The ROTC program prepared college students for a commission in the army and
CMTC's exposed high-school age males to military discipline and training as well as
physical activity and good citizenship (Construction Service, Quartermaster Corps
1929).

During the Second World War, Camp Bonneville continued to be used as a training
area for 