
UNlfED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WAWNGTQN, D.C. 2U460 

MAR 2 3 ZOO5 

TheHonorable Russell D. Feingold 
United Statm Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

A'M'N: Chuck Stertz 

Dear Senator Feingold: 

That& you for your letter of January 24,2QO5 mgdhg your codtuents  con- about use of 
recycled material in home condruction. 

The Envimmental Pm&don Agemy daes not have the ahWory authority to require indPatty to use 
recovered materials in its manufactme of h o w  siding and other c o ~ m  materials or to require 
recycling of these mat&. Itlstsad, we work With stat* comm~dtie~, amS hdtuAry on vol- 
approaches to encourage busitkesses to reduce, smd constmotion materials. 

State md 1 0 4  authorities have the primmy raqx~mibiityfor waste management. Consequently, the 
way waste is managed vtrtiw hm atate to atate. Wiseongin's Department of N d  Res~urces heips 
businesses and communities develop hovtuive, flexible pro8;rms that prevent pollution and minimize 
waste. To Learn about waste management in Wisconsin commUnitimI your constibent may want to contact 
Wisconsin's CooperativeEn-t Assistance Bureau &t P.O. Box 7921, W s o n  Wisconsin 53707, 
608-267-3125,608-257-9305 (fair), m&dnr.state.wi.us, and/or htta:l/dm.wi.p;ov~ard~~e~lcea/, 

Nevertheless, constmetion and demolition debris is one of the areas we have put special empbas'is on 
in tams of recycling and reuse. In paai&, we we actively looking for ways to i n c d  recycling 
of these types of materials, such as siding. While there are many fWot9 that d e t e m b  the degree of 
recyoling, market factom are ve.ry aifpificatlt. Aluminm siding, like most metals in the aon,9t~OOon atld 
demolition debris stram is d y  recycled. As an example, we bave garblered with the United Sbtm Army 
Corps of Engineers f3mskucti~li Pdlgineering RwmA Laboratory to invesltigate the viability o f r e e l m  
wood siding from Amy huildhgs s M  for removal. It is po~sible that themanufacturar of your 
constituent's siding already iacoqmmtes recycled content into their products, butha not yet adopted a 
m~~ approach that heralds tbis attribute. The American P M c s  Council's website bas a discussion of 
recyclmg vinyl siding, see www.~iasticsre80urceecom. 

I appreciate your inquiry on this topic. I hope you ftnd this information useful. If you have any furiher 
questi0118, please contact Holly Smithson of my sWat (202) 566-1609. 

I 
Thomas P. h m e  


