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MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT:  Regulatory Interpretation of Rinse Water from 
          Aluminum Anodizing 
 
FROM:     David Bussard, Director 
          Characterization and Assessment Division 
 
TO;       Robert Duprey, Director 
          Hazardous Waste Management Division 
          Region VIII 
 
     I am writing to respond to concerns raised in your memorandum 
of May 26, 1992 from Terry Anderson to Mitch Kidwell requesting 
that Headquarters issue a response on the regulatory status of 
rinsewater from aluminum anodizing that is reused to provide a 
source of phosphoric acid for fertilizer. As the previous 
Headquarters correspondence you attached indicated, it has been the 
long standing interpretation of Headquarters that rinsewater from 
aluminum anodizing operations that is reused as a source for 
phosphorus for fertilizer manufacture is not solid or hazardous 
waste under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) when 
"purer in acid content, and no more contaminated than virgin 
phosphoric acid" (quoting from the June 4, 1986 letter from Steve 
Silverman to Daniel McCaskill). 
 
     As the previous correspondence indicates, this determination 
is specific to this material and facts. If you believe additional 
facts or case-specific factors need to be taken into consideration 
in making this determination for a specific facility, we think it 
is appropriate that the relevant EPA Region make the necessary 
determination. We will be glad to provide guidance or work with 
your staff as necessary. If your staff have questions regarding any 
of the issues in this memorandum, please contact Paul Borst of my 
staff at (202) 260-8551. 
 
cc: Steve Silverman, OGC 


