
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTON AGENCY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 204g0 

Barbara Kmm 
488A N. Silv&U R d  
Tucson, AZ 85745 

Dear Ms. Kausen: 

T W  you for your latter @f May 23,2005 to Admia&ator dahnm&. ia which y m  expressed 
cmms with regard to t5& waste conhminmtsin fertiikm. and t b  n d  for new Iabqljng 
requiments. on Perti#izar produds. I am p3wed ta respond on behglf of the Adminisrr@6ii 

The U.S. Envham@tal F'rbteCtion Agency (EPA) h S  taken a :good, hard look at the issue of 
cantaminants in fertilizers, particularly f d k &  made fram recycled hazdou8 wastes. I welcome this 
opportunity te convey to you ,some of  ow hdings  in this area, and to provide you with infixmation on 
EPA'? role in re&a&g btilizerproduct~: 

Since the 19807s, EPA Lw regnlated the practice ofmaking fertilizers frvm recyc1ed Mardous 
wastes, under the Resowce Cons(%yahn and R e c o r n  Act (RCRA). These regulaticms are designed 
to ensure that that Mlizers made from recycled hazardous wastes are good, clean, highquality 
fertilizers. To our knowiedge, enky a few fertilizm currently on the mmket are made fiom recycled 
hazardous wastes. Most, if not all, of fhese are zinc micronutrient fertilizers, which can be made from a 
variety of zinc-bearing industrial w t e  materials, and which are applied by f m m  in mall  mounts to 
$row crops such as cam,potatoes and fruit W. EPA's regulations require lhat these fbtilizers meel 
very s t ~ c t  limits on contarninants such as Isad, cadmium, arsenic, chromium, mercury and dioxins. This 
means that Fr?rtilizer m t l f m t t l m  must use a series of proce~sing steps to remove these contaminants 
&om the wasie materials in order to make products that can meet the EPA standards. As a result, zinc 
fertilizers made from recycled hazardous wastes are among the "cleanest" Fertjliz'ers on the market, and 
are indistinguishable from similar products made from non-hazardous materials. 

In your letter you mentioned t h t  you are aware of recent media stories which have speculated 
that fmilizer manufacturers are indiscriminately blending hatardotts wastes into fertilizers, and that such 
practices are tolerated by government regulators. The reality is that adding hazardous wastes to 
fertilizers qs a way of simply disposing of them i s  tllepi. and is prrnishable as a civil andlor criminal 
offense. EPA and slate enlliromnental agencies have invested substantial enforcement resources inro 
~nvstigilting compliance with RCRA regt~lations by the fertilizer indtisvy; I am pleased to say that these 



investigations so far have not revmled my evidence h i  s+zch' "sham"'~-~cycling &:a w i d e ~ &  
praciice. We strongly encourage anyan with knokvlerlge of such wrongdoings to notify EPA orsfate 
enuironmental agency o,f'frcial,s. 

In your letter you also w.ggmted that EPA shauld require labels on fertilizer products that list all 
ingredients, including any cont&inants (hey may contain. Under RCRA, EPA only has &e aurhorit;~ to 
r6@lale contaminants in fertilizers that a% made ftam rkcycled hazardous wastes;, t hee  repreixnt 
p d 8 p s  one tknth ofone percent of a11 '%1-tili2.e1% U'sed in this country. However, ather typesuf 
Fertilizers can contain simcaat levels of mantaminantti such as.heavymetaIs. Sinee state.a&utture 
agm~ktypical ly  have much bmader mgulatmy authority ever fertilizmoonte~ts, fnr,,ktding tlle rruthority 
to require iabeling on feytiiiz~erpaeka-pibg, this issue can only tre effectively adWwd by those state 
agencies. ~. fhrwntly,  the states of Washi'ngton, Calibrnia. Texas, and Ore@ have establishad. 
wmprehsive regulatory progmns to c o n ~ ~ l  cantaminants itj all types of fertilizerproducts. 

A&ti, thank you far your cbnespnndence. I f  you would like further infmati0.n on EP'A's 
regulations for W o w  waste &&%wed EwtiIire~s, yaw may wish b go to;our w+ags, at 
h t t p : ~ f ~ ~ a . ~ ~ v L e p a ~ e r / h ~ a s t ~ y c 3 d f & ~ 1 i u ' ~ x x h t m t m  I f  yen have- m y  W e r  qu&otis on 
these issues, p l m  fkd h.ae Pa ,oem.tiwt Mr. David Fags of ,my st.&, at (703) 3,-03, orbyemail 
at fagm.david@ep&gpv. 


