
MAY 17 IW 

Mr. Christopher Vandmtricht, Director 
Price Watsrhowe Coopers 
Wllsonplein 5G 
B-9000 Cihent, Belgium 

Dear Mr. Vanderstricht: 

Thank you far y m  April 25,2007 inquiry as to whether thege are laws and/or regnlatioas that 
establish wodacer or n m d a d u m  rmmsibilities for financmg, collection and recycling of mercuty- 

The U.S. Enviromnental Protection Agency, Office of Solid Waste is not aware of existing laws or 
regulations (or laws or regulstions in the development stage) to eptablish producerlmanufacturer 
responsibilities for financing and organizbg the collection and recycling of msrcury-contaiqing lamps. 
The faous of the Office of Solid Waste is on e6tablishmef1t and implementation of voluntary pmerships 
wid p ropus  aimed at increasing the lamp recycling rafe. 

There are cutnntly four stam (California, Maryfand, Washington and Minnesota) wim Im 
requiring the takeback and fiuancing of selected electronic products (usually lT and computer monitors). 
Each we of t h w  taws is slit ly -t. The Wornia law estsblishas a fa at pahd of purchase 
coUectcd by the wtailer and rCmiW to the state which pays for collection, tmnpr t  and recycling of 
coverad products. The other programs establish, more or leq, pdueer-paid and managed resovery 
systems. 

For more infox~nation on these systems, please see h~JI~~~.electraniosrecyc~m&cmnMCER 
and click on "Basics of Electronics Recyctii" There you will 6nd a list of information and resources on 
the curmnt legislation in force in the US concerning electmnics ncyctimg. For infomation on U.S. EPA's 
activities in the area of electronics recyckg, please go to www.bpa.gov/scy~ling. 

I hope you 6nd this infomytion helpfuL &ah thank you for your in@. If yon have M e r  
questiotls you may contact L i  Bsn; by email at Barr.J.imda@epa.gov, or by t6lephone at 703-605-0768. 

Mart Hale 
Director, Office of Solid Wash 


