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Mediarion 1s a method in which the neural Judee, s mmediator, hears cach purty s
positton and aouments, either in writing, orally or both, may ashk the partics
questions, may reguest the parties to submit documents or other information, helps
identify the factual and legal issues, enables cach party to understand the other party’s
position and arguments, keeps the [ocus on the facts and issues thal may lead toward
scitlement. and helps the partics explore their options, including practical concerns.
to assist the parties in reaching a settlement. The mediator may give an opinion on
the strengths and or weuknesses of o case, if requested by the partics. Medation is
particularly useful or cases in which the respondent is not represented by counsel
(pro ey where the parties di - Lte the lacts of the case. or where the puartices do ot
agree o neutral exaluation « 1 lacilitation.
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Non-binding The neutral Judge has no authority to impose a decision or settlement of the
case on the parties. The purpose ol ADR 15 1o facilitale a settlement between the parties.

Impartial The neutral Judges. asall Judeesin tns Offhce. render ther decisionsand opi... s
mmdependent of any supervision or dicection by any prosecuting or investigating employee or agenl
of the Environmental Protection Agency, and independent of the influence of any interested person
outside the Agency, pursuant lo Scctions 334(d) and 557 of the Administrative Procedure Act
(APA).  The Judges are certified as administrative law judges by the Otffice of Personnel
Management and are appointed in zecordance with 3 U.S.C. § 3105, The Judges are not subiect 1o
evaluation by the Environmuental Profection Agency, or by any component or employece of EPA.
These measures ensure the tair and impartial resolution ol procecdings.

Duration  Unless terminated cartier by either party. the ADR process will continue for 60
days lrom the date of the case assignment to the ADR Judge: alter thal time. 11 no scttlement has
been reached, the case will be assigned o another Judge to commence the litigation process.

Follow Up At the termination of the ADR process, [ will send the parties a questiennaire
to elicit their views and experience with the process. The contents ol individual questionnaires will
be kent confidential and will be made available to the neutrals and others only in a composite lormat.

Aguain, please inform Maria Whiting-Beale by December 23, 2008, whether you accept or
decline participation in the ADR process that [ have described.  1tis preferred that vou inform Ms.
Whiting-Beale by e-mail at <v.iin 07 o ¢« neoor by Tiesimile at (202 563-00
However, you may inform her by calling t 1s Olidce 202 364-6271 and leaving a message for her.
or by letter received in this Office on or before the due date. The mailing address if sent by mail
is: U.S. EPA, Oflice of Administrative Law Judges. Ml Code 19001, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue,
NW, Washington, DC 20460-2001. For hand-delivery by Federal Express or another delivery
service which x-ravs packages as a routine security procedure, the address is: U.S. EPA, Office of
Administrative Law JTudges, 1099 4th Streer, N.W . Suite 350, Washington, DC 20005, Pleasc also
send a copy of your response to the Regional Tlearing Clerk.

Youre-mail, tax, letrer or phone message must staie: (1} your name and phone number. (2)
the namets) of the respondent(s) named in the complaint. (3) the dockel numixer, (4) the name ol
the party yourepresent, (5) whether you want ADR or do not want ADR. You may also inforn Ms.
Whiting-Beale as to whether another party 11z the cuse accepts or declines ADR, if that party has
requested that you convey that information on that party’s behalt. In that event, vour e-mail. fax
letter or phone mv ssage must slate, in addi “on: (1) the name and telephone nu.. “er o the . wson
who requested you o convey the message. () the name of the party represented by that person. and
(3) whether that party wants ADR or does not want ADR.

[I'you have another party in the case convey a message that you want ADR, then you should
confirm, on or betore the due date stated herein, that this Oftice has received the messuge.
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Send a copy vl your response 1o the Regional Hearing Chers
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