
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8, MONTANA OFFICE

FEDERAL BUILDING, 10 W. 15'h STREET, SUITE 3200
HELENA, MONTANA 59626

Ref: S 10

December 15. 200X

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT RE UESTED

Julia doney. Pre,ident
Fort Belknap Indian Community
R.R. I. Box 66
Ilarlem. MT 59526

Re: Violation of Amended Administrative Order
Dockel No. SDWA-OS-2009-0004
PWS #OS3090049

Dear President doncy:

This Icner is to inform you officially that the Agnes Leggins Public Water Systcm has
had a violation of the Administrative Order (Order). issued on October 9, 200S. The Ordcr
requires Prairie Mountain Utilities (the Utility) and the Fl. Belknap Indian Community (Tribe) to
comply with various regulations issued by EPA under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), 42
U.s.c. section 300f~~.

I. The Administrative Order. page 6. item S states:

"Within 30 days of the effective date of this Order. Respondcllls shall provide EPA with a
compliance plan and schedule for the System to come illlo consi,telll compliance with the total
coliform MCL and implemelll recommendations identified inlhe sanitary survey dated October
19.2006 (anached to and incorporated herein). The plan shall include proposed phy,ical and
operational modification' (including installation of a permanent and continuuus disinfection
Sy'tem). e'timated CO'!S of modifications. and a schcdule for completion of thc project and
compliance with the total coliform MCL. The proposcd schedule ,hall include ,pecific
milc,tone dale, and a final <.:ompliance date (to bc II ithin 6 months from the date of EPA',
approval of the plan). The plan and schedule must be approved by EPA before con,truction or
111odificaliolls can commence."

The Tribe and Uti lily failed to provide the compliance plan within 30 day' of i"uauce of
the Order. November 8. lOOS.
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Plcasc nOle thatthc Orders issued on October 9. 2008 for the Hays Whitccow. Mission
Housing ,md Lodgepolc Ilousing public watcr syst~ms also rcquirc a plan and schcdulc for thcsc
systcms 10 comc into consi,tcill complianc~ wilh th~ IOlal coliform MCL and implcmcnl
rccommcndation' of thc mOst rcccnt sanitary ~urvcys. For thesc thrcc syst~ms thc plans arc duc
within 90 days of Ihc Order, bcing issucd. which is January 7.2009.

EPA is considcring additional cnforcemcnl action as a r~,uli of thc noncomplianc~ with
thc Order. Violating an Administrative Order may lead to (I) a penalty of up to 532,500 pcr
day pcr violation of the Ordcr. and/or (2) a coun injunclion. ordcring compliancc. If you havc
any questions or wish to havc an informal confcrcnce with EPA, plcase contact mc at (406)
457-5001. or Barhara Burkland of my staff at (406) 457-5009. If you are rcpresented by an
attoIllcy. please havc Ihcm contaci Amy Swanson at (303) 312-6906. Thank you for your
alieni ion to thi, matter.

Sincercl

John ar ell.~
EPA Region 8 Montana Office

cc: Scott Snow. Manager
Prairie Mountain Utilities

Robert Fox. Chairman
Prairic Mountain Utilities Board


