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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEGCTION AGENCY
REGION I |

1650 Arch Street ‘|
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029

f |
FIRST| CLASS MAIL |

May 23, 2011

Bryson| Lehman i
U.S. Epvironmental Protection Agency {
Cincinnati Finance Center
26 W. MLK Drive |
Cincingati, OH 45268 |

Re: A@mm_@mw_e .
Consent Agreement and Final Order :
EPA Docket No. TSCA-03-2011-0029

Dear Mr. Lehman : |

Enclosed please find a true and correct copy of the Consent Agreement and Final Order,
and the Enforcement Accounts Receivable Control Number Forms {EARCNEF) filed with the
Regional Hearing Clerk today in settlement of the above referenced subject matters.

Should you have any question or require further information,l please feel free to call me at
(215) 814-2681. |

Enclosdires

ce:  |Lydia Guy !
Regional Hearing Clerk

U.S. EPA, Region 111 ‘I
i :
| |

Pl+'méd on 100% recycled/recyclable paper with 100% post-consumer fiber and process chlorine free.
' Customer Service Hotline: 1-800-438-2474




.\5 0-
AN o QL UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
] M 8 REGION Ii ;
% 1650 Arch Street g
ST Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION & |
POQUGH MAIL |

May 28, 2101 1
|
The Henorable Spencer T. Nissen (via pouch-mail)
Office of Administrative Law Judges
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Gode 1900L
1200 Bennsylvania Ave,, N.W.
Washi gton, DC 20460 - 2001

1
Re: Cénsent Agreement and Final Order 1'
In the Matter of Amocetia Beckford, and Beckford Rentals, Inc.
Docket No. : TSCA-03-2011-0029 ;|
Dear Jhidge Nissen: l

| |
Enclosed please find a true and correct copy of Consent Agreement and Final Order the

origindl of which was filed today with the Regional Hearing Clerk, EPA, Region 111
i \

i 1
Should you have any questions or require further information, please contact me at (215)

cto2dy) ;
| o

NS

|
Lou]gF. Raghalho
Sr. Apsistafit Regional Counsel

| v
ce: Régional Hearing Clerk
EPA, Region 111
I
Dominic A. DeCecco, Esquire
Hartman Shurr

1100 Berkshire Blvd., P.O. Box 5828
Wyomissing, PA 19610

Customer Service Hotline: 1-800-438-2474
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|
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
\ REGION Il \

| 1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029

Su JEQT! In the Matter of: Amocetia Beckford

FROM: | cia E. Mulke

TO:

certal
1018

Regional CounseN(3RC00)

!

|

, w y
| .. EPA Docket Nof TSCA-03-2011-0029 l
| H i
| |
|

1

and !
i

\ Abraham Ferdas, Director Mﬁv\,g_&/

Land & Chemicals Division (3LC00)

Renée Sarajian ,
Regional Judicial Officer (3RC00) ‘
|

This Consent Agreement and Final Order (“CAFO”) has been negotiated in settlement of
n violations by Amocetia Beckford and Beckford Rentals, Inc. (“Respondents™), of Section
of the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4852d et

seq. ' RLBPHRA™), and the regulations promulgated thereunder, as set forth in 40 C.F.R. Part
745, Subpart F (the “Disclosure Rule”), which statutory and regulatory provisions are
enforceable pursuant to Section 409 of TSCA, 15 U.S.C. § 2689. Respondent, Amocetia

Beck Ford, was the “owner” and “lessor,” and Respondent, Beckford Rentals, Inc., was the
“agent”, as these terms are defined at 40 C.F.R. § 745.103, of pre-1978 residential rental property

(‘STar

et Housing™) during all times relevant to the alleged violations addressed in the Complaint

filed pgainst the Respondents on December 20,2010. Please refer to the Complaint for further
details concerning the alleged violations. }

Under the terms of the CAF O, Respondents will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

$6,00 0.00 in accordance with the terms and conditions of the CAFO.

|
The proposed settlement is based upon consideration of a number of factors, including,

but ngt limited to, the statutory factors set forth in Section 16(a)(2)(B) of TSCA, 15 U.S.C.

§ 261
violat
degre
Febru
Propo

LS(a)(2)(B), requiring EPA to consider the nature, circumstances, extent, and gravity of the
jons, the violator’s ability to pay, ability to continue in business, history of prior violations,
e of culpability and other factors as justice may require, and in accordance with EPA's

ary 2000 Section 1018 Disclosure Rule Enforcement Response Policy. In addition, the

sed! settlement also takes into consideration EPA s Supplemental Environmental Projects In
|

|




Administrative Enforcement Matters Involving Section 1018 Lead-Based Paint Cases, dated
Nov ember 23, 2004.

We recommend that you sign the attached Final Qrder and return it to the Office of
RegTona] Counsel for further processing.

i

Attathment

|

|

cc: Dominic A. DeCecco, Esq.

Counsel for Respondents




In the Matter of:

240 South 6" Street

i
Amauocetia Beckford
Rea'Eing, PA 19602

and

Beckford Rentals, Inc.

ling, PA 19602

- Flj'anklin Street
ling, PA 19602

North 4™ Street

ing, PA 19601

orth 9™ Street
ing, PA 19601

|
orth 4" Street
ing, PA 19601
|
outh 8" Street
ing, PA 19602
|

BEFORE THE UNITED STATES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION III

1 Respondents,

Docke

"

t No. TSCA-03-2011-0029




i
|

151 e:ir Street
Readling, PA 19601
|

200 Chapel Street
Reading, PA 19602

209 iLjréenwich Street
Reading, PA 19602

110 ] efferson Street
Reaﬁ ing, PA 19601

129 Elm Street
Reading, PA 19601

CONSENT AGREEMENT
| Preliminary Statement

I
|

The Director of the Land and Chemicals Division, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency - Region III (“Complainant”) and Amocetia Beckford, individually, and
Beckford Rentals, Inc., a Commonwealth of Pennsylvania cprporation (“Respondents™),
wishing 1o settle EPA’s claims for civil penalties arising from the violations alleged in the
Administrative Complaint and Notice of Opportunity for a Hearing (“Complaint™) issued
on December 20, 2010, incorporated herein by reference, have consented to the entry of
this Consent Agreement and the accompanying Final Order (collectively referred to as
the “CAFO™), pursuant to Section 16(a) of the Toxic Substances Control Act (“TSCA™),
15U.8.C. § 2615(a), and in accordance with the Consol idated Rules of Practice
Governing the Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties'and the
Revocation/Termination or Suspension of Permits (“Consolidated Rules™), 40 C.F.R. Part
22 including, but not limited to, 40 C.F.R. § 22.18(b)(2) and (3). This Consent
Agreement (“CA™) and the accompanying Final Order (“"FOP), settle violations by
Respondents of the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992, 42
US.C. §§ 4851 ef seq. (“RLBPHRA™), and the regulations p‘romulgated thereunder, as
set forth in 40 C.F.R. Part 745, Subpart F (the “Disclosure Rule™), which statutory and
regulatory provisions are enforceable pursuant to Section 409 of TSCA, 15 U.S.C.
§2689.

\ ‘
For purposes of this proceeding only, Respondents admit to t‘he jurisdictional allegations
set forth in the Complaint and herein. i

|
Respondents neither admit nor deny the specific factual al]eg'ations and conclusions of
law set forth in the Complaint or herein, except as provided in Paragraph 2, above.

\
| :
\! Target Housing, :
|
‘ |

\
|
|
|
i ’
|




10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

For the purposes of this proceeding only, Respondents hereby expressly waive their right
to a hearing on any issue of law or fact set forth in the Complaint or herein and any right
jto appeal the accompanying FO. '

|
Respondents consent to the issuance of this CAFO and agree to comply with its terms.
Respondents agree not to contest EPA’s jurisdiction with respect to the execution of this
CA, the issuance of the attached FO, or the enforcement thereof.

Respondents shall not deduct for civil taxation purposes the civil penalty specified in this
pAF 0.

'Respondents shall bear their own costs and attorney’s fees, if any.

The provisions of this CAFO shall be binding upon Respondents. The representative of
the Respondents certifies that she is fully authorized to enter into the terms and
conditions of this Consent Agreement and bind each Respo‘ndent hereto.

This CAFO constitutes the entire agreement and understanding of the parties concerning
settlement of the above-captioned action and there are no representations, warranties,
covenants, terms or conditions agreed upon between the parties other than those
expressed herein. ‘

Respondents certify that they are currently in full comphance with RLBPHRA, 42 U.S.C.
§$ 4851 et seq., and the Disclosure Rule codified at 40 C F.R. Part 745.

Nothing in this CAFO shall alter or otherwise affect Respondents’ obligation to comply
with all applicable federal, state, and local environmental statutes and regulations.

| Notice of Action to the Commonwealth of Pehnsvlvania

| I

! |
EPA has given the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania prior notice of the issuance of this
CAFO.

Civil Penalty |
|
Respondents agree to pay the amount of Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) in satisfaction
of all civil claims for penalties which Complainant may have under Section 16(a) of
TSCA, 15 U.S.C. § 2615(a), for the specific violations alleged in the Complaint. Such
civil penalty shall become due and payable immediately upon Respondents’ receipt of a
true and correct copy of the CAFO. |
The civil penalty of Six Thousand Dollars ($6.000.00) set forth in Paragraph 13, above,
shall be paid in four (4) installments with interest at the rate of one percent (1%) per
annum on the outstanding principal balance in accordance wilth the following schedule:
|

1* Payment:
|
| 3

The first payment in the amount of One Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($1,500.00), consisting of a principal payment of $1,500.00




15.

16.

17.

18.

|
|
ﬂ
|
i and an interest payment of $0.00, shall be paid within thirty (30)

il days of the date on which this CAFQ is mailed or hand-delivered to
| Respondents; \
\

2™ Payment: The second payment in the amount of One Thousand Five Hundred
| Eleven Dollars and Ten Cents ($1,511.10), consisting of a principal
L payment of $1,500.00 and an interest payment of $11.10, shall be
| paid within one hundred twenty (120) days on which this CAFO is
‘ mailed or hand-deliversd to Respondents;

| 3" Payment: The third payment in the amount of One Thousand Five Hundred

| Seven Dollars and Forty Cents (31, 507 40), consisting of a principal
! payment of $1,500.00 and an interest payment of $7.40, shall be

| paid within two hundred ten (210) days of the date on which this
CAFQ is mailed or hand-delivered to ‘Respondents; and

4" Payment: The fourth and final payment in the arinount of One Thousand Five
Hundred Three Dollars and Seventy Cents ($1,503.70), consisting

! of a principal payment of $1,500.00 and an interest payment of

j $3.70, shall be paid within three hundi‘ed (300) days of the datc on

which this CAFO is mailed or hand-delivered to Respondents.

Pursuant to the above schedule, Respondents will remit total principal payments for the
civil penalty in the amount of Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) and total interest
payments in the amount of Twenty-Two Dollars and Twenty‘ Cents ($22.20) for a total

civil penalty payment in the amount of Six Thousand Twenty-Two Dollars and Twenty
Cents ($6,022.20).

[t Respondents fail to make onc of the installment payments ‘in accordance with the
schedule set forth in paragraph 14, above, the entire unpaid balance of the penalty and all
accrued interest shall become due immediately upon such failure, and Respondents shall
immediately pay the entire remaining principal balance of the civil penalty along with any
interest that has accrued up to the time of such payment. In addltlon Respondents shall be
liable for and shall pay administrative handling charges and late payment penalty charges
as described below in the event of any such failure or default]

\
Notwithstanding Respondents’ agreement to pay the assessed civil penalty in
accordance with the installment schedule set forth in Paragraph 14, above,
Respondents may pay the entire civil penalty of Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) within

thirty (30) calendar days after the date on which a copy of thlS CAFQ is mailed or hand-

delivered to Respondents and, thereby, avoid the payment of ;nterest pursuant to 40 C.F.R.

§ 13.11(a) as calculated in Paragraph 14, above, and as described in Paragraph 15. In
ddition, Respondents may, at any time after commencement of payments under the

installment schedule, elect to pay the entire principal balance, together with accrued
'nterest to the date of such full payment. |

he aforesaid settlement amount is based upon Complainant’ s consideration of the factors
lset forth in Section 16(a)(2)(B) of TSCA, 15 U.S.C. § 261 5(a)(2)(B), which include the

i
'
1




19.

20.

\
% |

nature circumnstances, extent, and gravity of the violations and the violator’s
ablhty to pay, ability to continue in business, h:story of pnor violations, and degree of
culpability, and other matters as justice may require

i
Respondents shall remit each instaliment payment for the civil penalty and interest,
pursuant to Paragraph 14, above, and/or the full penalty pursuant to Paragraph 17,
above, and/or any administrative fees and late payment penalties, in accordance
with Paragraphs 23 through 26, below, in the following manner:

i
a. All payments shall be made to the U.S. Treasury by check and sent by U.S Postal
Service regular mail shall be addressed 10:

US Environmental Protection Agency|
; Fines and Penalties

‘| Cincinnati Finance Center
| PO Box 979077

| St. Louis, MO 63197-9000

The customer service contact for this address may be reached at 513-487-2105
b\ All payments made by check and sent by UPS, FedEx, or overnight mail
delivery service (except as noted in section ¢, below) shall be addressed to:

ﬂ U.S. Bank

‘ Government Lockbox 979077
U.S. EPA, Fines & Penalties

: 1005 Convention Plaza

Mail Station SL-MO-C2-GL
St. Louis, MO 63101

The U.S. Bank customer service contact Jfor overnight delivery is 314-418-1028.

|

c. | All payments made by check in any currency drawn on banks with no
‘ branches in the United States shall be addressed for delivery to the
| following address:

Cincinnati Finance

US EPA, MS-NWD

26 W.M.L. King Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45268-0001

i.  All payments made by electronic funds transfer (“EFTY) shall be directed to:

Federal Reserve Bank of New York
‘ ABA No. 021030004

‘, Account No. 68010727

| SWIFT address = FRNYUS33




21.

22.

; 33 Liberty Street
New York NY 10045

| Field Tag 4200 of the Fedwire message should read ‘D 68010727 Environmental
| Protection Agency”

T:he Federal Reserve customer service contacy may be reached at 212-720-5000.

€. All electronic payments made through the Automated Clearinghouse
: (“*ACH™), also known as Remittance Express :(“REX”), shall be directed
i to:

]
|

| US Treasury REX / Cashlink ACH Receiver |
| ABA = 051036706

' Account No.: 310006, Environmental Protection Agency
| CTX Format Transaction Code 22 - Checking

l

{ Physical location of U.S. Treasury facility:
5700 Rivertech Court

Riverdale, MD 20737

I i
' |
C L‘ltsromer service contact: John Schmid, at 202-874- 7026, or REX at 1-866-234-5681

f. On-line payment option {

;
!.
\
! WWW.PAY.GOV

| — .

ﬁ Enter “sfo 1.1" in the search field. Open and complete the form.

|
| g Additiona] payment guidance is available at: {
|

|

| http://www.epa. gov/ocfo/finservices/payment . instructions.htm
|

|

LtAl:l payments by Respondents shall include each Respondent"s full name and address and

he EPA Docket Number of this Consent Agreement (TSCA-03-2011-0029).
At ‘the time of payment, Respondents shall send a notice of such payment, including a
copy of the check, EFT authorization or ACH authorization, as appropriate to:

|
: Lydia Guy
Regional Hearing Clerk
! U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

| Region 111 (Mail Code 3RC00)
[ 1650 Arch Street

: Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

and




23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

i Louis F. Ramalho
" Sr. Assistant Regional Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region [l (Mail Code 3RC30)
; 1650 Arch Street
| Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 |
Pursuant to 31 U.S.C. § 3717 and 40 CF.R. § 13.11, EPA is entitled to assess interest,
administrative costs and late payment penalties on outstanding debts owed to the United
States and a charge to cover the costs of processing and handling a delinquent claim, as
more fully desecribed below.

In accordance with 40 C_F.R. § 13.11{a), interest on any c1v1l penalty assessed in a
Consent Agreement and Final Order begins 1o accrue on the date that a copy of the
Consent Agreement and Final Order 15 mailed or hand- dellvered to the Respondents.
However, EPA will not seek to recover interest on any amount of such civil penalty that is
paid within thirty (30) calendar days after the date on which such interest begins to accrue.
Interest will be assessed at the rate of the United States Treasury tax and loan rate in
accordance with 40 C.F R. § 13.11(a).

The costs of the Agency’s administrative handling of overdue debts will be charged and
assessed monthly throughout the period a debt is overdue. 40 C.F.R. § 13.11(b). Pursuant
to Appendix 2 of EPA’s Resources Management Directives - .Cash Management, Chapter
9, EPA will assess a $15.00 administrative handling charge for administrative costs on
unpaid penalties for the f{irst thirty (30) day period after the payment is due and an
additional $15.00 for each subsequent thirty (30) days the penalty remains unpaid.

A late payment penalty of six percent {6%) per year will be assessed monthly on any
portion of a civil penalty which remains delinquent more than ninety (90) calendar days.
40 C.F.R. § 13.11(c). Should assessment of the penalty charge on a debt be required, it
shall accrue from the first day payment is delinquent. 31 C.F.R. § 901.9(d).

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS

Nothlng herein shall be construed to limit the author1ty of the Complainant to undertake
action against any person, including the Respondents, in response to any condition which
Complainant determines may present an imminent and substantlal endangerment to the
public health, public welfare or the environment, nor shall anything in this Consent
Agreement and the attached Final Order be construed to limit the United States’ authority
o pursue criminal sanctions against any person or entity. In addition, Complainant
reserves any rights and remedies available to it under TSCA, the regulations promulgated
thereunder, and any other federal laws or regulations for which Complainant has
urisdiction, to enforce the provisions of this CA/FO, following its filing with the Regional

1-Iearing Clerk. \




FULL AND FINAL SATISFACTION ;

28 EPA hereby agrees and acknowledges that the settlement of the proposed penalty as set
forth above shall be in full and final satisfaction of all civil claims for penalties which

EPA may have under Sections 9006(a) of RCRA for the violations alleged herein.

EFFECTIVE DATE }

294  The effective date of this CA/FO is the date on which the Final Order, signed by the
Regional Administrator or the Regional Judicial Officer, is filed with the Regional

Hearing Clerk. :
|
|

Regpondents: Beckford Rentals, Inc, '
i
|

Date: - Z %Z /] By!
|

DattF: ‘{ (1 ¢/ By: 7

Amocetia Fec ford, individually/

For the United States Environmental Protection Agency:

|

. f

&f" |

Dard: £/ 76/ 11 By: |
‘ |

Louis F|[Rama)io \
Sr. Assiffrant Regional Counsel

I recbmmend that the Regional Administrator, or his designee, issue the Final Order attached
herero.

Datei 5?3”)“\ By: )/Vu

raham Ferdas, Director
Land and Chemicals Division
'\

|

i
|
i
|
\
|




BEFORE THE UNITED STATES

1 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
! REGION III

In thp Matter of: :

|

Amogetia Beckford

240 South 6" Street

Readjng, PA 19602

and 5
| T N
Beckford Rentals, Inc. : _-
240 Sputh 6" Street : .
Reading, PA 19602 :
1 Respondents,

|

|

49 South 10" Street

Reading, PA 19602
Docket No. TSCA-03-2011-0029

413 South 6™ Street

Readitlg, PA 19602

1146 Franklin Street
Reading, PA 19602

230 Nprth 4™ Street
Reading, PA 19601

|
115 West Elm Street
Readi g,‘PA 19601

1
800 hlenberg Street
Reading, PA 19602

778 ScI]uykill Avenue
Reading, PA 19601

752 Nlrth 9" Street
Reading, PA 19601

\

122 Ndrth 4™ Street
Reading, PA 19601

140 Solith 8™ Street
Reading, PA 19602




151 Rear Street
Readjing, PA 19601

200 (Chapel Street

Readi

209 ¢
Read

110) efftlerson Street

Read

Protec

129 Fim Street
Reading, PA 19601

ng, PA 19602

|

reenwich Street
ng, PA 19602

ng, PA 19601

Target Housing.

| FINAL ORDER

Cémplainant, the Director of the Land and Chemicals Division, U.S, Environmental

o . . e
Hon Agency - Region 111, and Amocetia Beckford, mdwadual]y, and Beckford Renials, Inc.,

|

a Compkndnwealth of Pennsylvania corporation (collectively “Respondents™), have executed a

l

docun'Tent entitled “Consent Agreement”, which I hereby ratify as a Consent Agreement in

accord

ance with Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing the Administrative Assessment of

|

Civil Fjenalties and the Revocation/Termination or Suspension of Pefmits (“Consolidated Rules of
|

‘ \
Practiﬁe”), published at 40 C.F.R. Part 22. The terms of the foregoing Consent Agreement are

1

accepted By the undersigned and incorporated into this Final Order a§| if set forth fully herein.

! |
NOW, THEREFORE, PURSUANT TO Section 1018 of the Residential Lead-Based Paint

1

Hazard Réduction Act of 1992 (“Lead Paint Disclosure Act™), 42 U.S.C. §§ 4851 et seq. and 40

C.F.R.

Part 745, Subpart F, which authorizes the assessment of a civil penalty under Section 16

of TSCA, 15 U.S.C. § 2615, for violations of the Lead Paint Disclosure Act, and the Consolidated




;

Rules|of Practice, and having determined, based on the representations of the parties to the
\

attachied Consent Agreement, that the civil penalty agreed therein was based upon the factors set

forth Sec‘uon 16(2)(2)(B) of TSCA, 15 U.S.C. § 2615(a)(2)(B), IT IS HEREBY ORDERED
that spondents pay a civil penalty of Six Thousand Dollars ($6, 000 00} and comply with the

terms nd conditions of the attached Consent Agreement.

I
The effective date of this Final Order and the accompanying Consent Agreement is the
\

date o Wthh the Final Order, signed by the Regional Admmlstrator of U.S. EPA Region II] or

|
the R 10nal Judicial Officer, is filed with the Regional Hearing Clerk of U.S. EPA - Region II1,

| | DR
Date: | By:
‘ST/&%ZZL; > " \

Renée Sarajian
i Regional Judicial Officer

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region II1




CERTIFICATE QF SERVICE

i
; |
|

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that on the date listed below, the original of the
foregoing Consent Agreement and Final Order, Docket No. TSCA-03-2011-0029, was filed with
the Regional Hearing Clerk, U.S. EPA - Region III, 1650 Arch Stfeet. Philadelphia,
Pengsylvania, 19103-2029, and that a true and correct copy was sent to the following parties:

|

i
T ? he Court:

Honorable Spencer T. Nissen
Administrative Law Judge

Office of Administrative Law Judges
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Code 19001 .
1200 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW o
Washington, DC 20460

Respondent:

| Dominic A. DeCecco, Esquire [
‘ Hartman Shurr

! 1100 Berkshire Blvd., P.O. Box 5828

Wyomissing, PA 19610 J

Phone: 610-779-0772 }

|

|

U.S. EPA I Region 111
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pi’A 19103-2029

I
Date| > 3’3/” Louis F. Ramalh
: St. Assistapt Regional Counsel




