UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8
- 1595 Wynkoop Street
DENVER, CO B80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917
http://lwww .epa.gov/region(8

0CT 06 2008
I : E F 7
CER™IF. P MALT
RET « R™7EL  REQUESTED
Julia doney, President
Fort I 'nap 7~ dian Community
R.R. ', Box :
Harlem, MT L. _6

Margaret N.¢ holson, Director
Prairie Mountain Utilities

RR 1, Box 91

Fort Belknap Agency, MT 59526

RE: Emergency Administrative
Order under Section 1431 SDWA
Docket No. SDWA-08-2010-0002
Hays White Cow Water System
PWS ID 083090044

Dear President doney and Ms. Nicholson:

Enciosed is an Emergency Administrative Order (Order) issued
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under section
7. ol the Safe Drinking Water Act (Act), 42 U.S5.C. § 300i. On
October 1. L. 9 EPA was notified that the Hays White Cow water
system . * system) obtained total coliform and E. ceoli positive
samples fr. . monitoring conducted on September 28 and October 2,
2009, ..t ..e system. This situation may pcse an imminent and
substantial health endangerment to persons served by the system.

T suant to i*s authoriry set forth at section 1421 of the
Acr, {7 .3.C. § 31 i, EFA is authorized to take whatever actions
necess: ~ 7 protect human her th. .24 has pr* "iry enfor~‘ ment

respor ‘b iity under the AcCL on the Fort Belknap Reservation.
The ent osed Urder and the requirements set forth therein are
necess: y to ensure adequate protection of public health.

The enclosed Order sets forth the compliance actions that
must be taken to ensure that the people served by the water
system are provided with safe drinking water. The Order requires,
in part, that the system: issue a Boil Crder and public notice
until v +tified by EPA to discontinue; take additional total
coliforr bacteria samples; provide an alternate source of water;
and, suomit a plan for long-term compliance. The penalties for
failing to comply are set forth in the Order.



If you have any questions or wish to discuss this QOrder,

piease contact Barbara Burkland at
you are represented by an attorney,

{(406)457-5008% extension. If
please ask your attorney to

Peggy Livingston at (303)312-6858.

Enclosures
Em ancy Administrative Qrder

—
ie Halsoglio, ﬁ%’cﬁ4ﬂﬂ-Z>aK§7%0

cting Director
EPA Region 8 Montana Office

Pub v~ Notice & Boil Order Template

cC: Scott Snow, Head Operator, Prairie Mountain Utilities
Tina Artemis, EPA Regional Hearing Clerk
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5. dent Praiiie Mountain Utilities .the Jtirity!
a Tr™ -~ r . ler the laws of the Fort Zelinap I ~an
Con =~ * " . Renpondent Fort Belr-ap Indian Co n v
(FBI. . .. .. cerognized tribal governme:nit,t LE o - 2y
consist n - < 1e Assinibeoine and Gros Ventre bes. The
Utiii . 1. C, collectively referenced as Respondents, aic

each a ™ a3 * as defined in 40 C.F.R. § 141.2 for purposes of

federal  ~f. cement of the Act.
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Emergency Administrative Order
Hays White Cow Public Water System
Page 6 of 6

27.

Unless otherwise directed in writing by EPA, all

contact with EPA on this matter shall be to:

28.

Barbara Burkland

JS Environmental Protection Agency
10 West 15" st.

Helena, MT 59626

Phone: 457-5009 or 1-866-457-26%0
Fax: (406)457-5055

“e-mail: burkland.barbara@epa.gov

This Order does not affect any legal requirement or

EPA‘s legal enforcement options in this matter.

Issued and effective this _

i

day of L__ . ., 2009.

ANl

Julie Dalsﬁglio,yﬁcting Director
egion’ 8 Montana Office

David Rochlin, Eﬁpervisory Attorney

Legal Enforcement Program

Office of Enforcement, Compliance
and Environmental Justice
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Instructions for Fecal Coliform or E. Coli Notice — Community (Tier 1)

Tempiate on Reverse

Since exceeding the fecal coliform or £, cofi maximum contaminant level is a Tier 1 viclation,
you must provide public notice to persons served as soon as practical but within 24 hours after
you learn of the viclation (141.202(b)). During this time, you must also contact your primacy
agency. You should also coordinate with your local health department. You may aisoc have to
modify the template if you alsc have high nitrate levels or other coliform MCL violations. You
must use one or more of the following methods to deliver the notice to consumers
(141.202(c)):

Radio

Televisior

Hand or au -t delivery

Posting in consncuous locations

You may need to use additional methods (e.g., newspaper, delivery of muitiple copies to
hospitals, clinics, or apartment buildings), since notice must be provided in a manner
reasonably calculated to reach all persons served.

The notice on the reverse is appropriate for hand delivery or a newspaper notice. However,
you may wish to modify it before using it for a radio or TV notice. If you do, you must still
include all required elements and leave the health effects language in italics unchanged. This
language is mandatory (141.205(d)). If you post or hand deliver, print your notice on
letterhead, if you have it.

Population Served

Make sure it is clear who is served by your water system--you may need to list the areas you
serve.

Corrective Action

In your notice, describe corrective actions you are taking. Listed below are some steps
commonly taken by water systems with fecal coliform or E. coli viclations. Use one or more of
the following actions, if appropriate, or develop your own:

We are chlorinating and fiushing the water system.
We are switching to . » alternate drinking water source.
We are increar g sa  ling for coliform bacteria to determine the source of the contamination.

We are reps w  head seal.
We are re i = age tank.
We are restricting watt - take from the river/lake/reservoir to prevent additional bacteria from entering the

water system ara res* cling water use te emergencies.
After Issuing the Notice



Make sure to send EPA a copy of each notice and a certification that you have met all
the public notice requirements within ten days after issuing the notice (141.31(d)).

It is recommended that you notify health professionals in the area of the violation. People may
call their doctors with questions about how the violation may affect their health, and the doctors
should have the information they need to respond appropriately. in addition, health
professionals. including dentists, use tap water during their procedures and need to know of
contamination so they can use bottled water.

It is a good idea to issue a “problem corrected” notice when the violation 1s resolved. See
Template 1-6 or call your primacy agency for information.

Please send a copy of your notice and dates posted to:

Barbara Burkland

UsS EPA

10 West 15" St., Suite 3200
Helena, MT 59626

Or, you may fax a copy to Barbara Burkland at 406-457-5055.
Certification of Public Notification

I 3 certify that the attached public notification was issued from
(PWS Operator / Responsible Party)

to
(Date) (Date)

The attached notice was issued by

(Method of delivery)

Signature Date




DRINKING WATER WARNING
The water provided by the Hays/Whitecow water system is
contaminated with E. coli bacteria

BOIL YOUR WATER BEFORE USING

E. coli bacteria were found in the water supply on September 28 and again on October
2, 2009. These bacteria can make you sick, and are a particular concern for people with
weakened immune systems.

Bacterial contamination can occur when increased run-off enters the drinking water
source, such as during heavy rains. It can also happen due tc a break in the pipes, a
problem with the water tank, or a failure in the water treatment process.

What should | do? What does this mean?

+ DO NOT DRINK THE WATER WITHOUT BOILING IT FIRST. Bring all water to a
boil, let it boil for three minutes, and let it cool before using, or use bottled water.
Boiled or bottled water should be used for drinking, making ice, brushing teetn,
washing dishes, and food preparation until further notice. Boiling kills bacteria and
other organisms in the water. Discard all stored water, drinks, or ice made recently
from this supply.

« E. coli are bacteria whose presence indicates that the water may be contaminated
with human or animal wastes. Microbes in these wastes can cause diarrhed, cramps,
nausea, headaches, or other sympioms. They may pose a special health risk for
infants, young children, and people with severely compromised immune systems,

< The symptoms above are not caused only by organisms in drinking water. If you
experience any of these symptoms and they persist, you may want to seek medical
advice. People at increased risk should seek advice about drinking water from their
heaith care providers.

What is being done?

We are inspecting the system with an engineer today. We will inform you when tests
show no bacteria and you no longer need to boil your water. We anticipate resolving the
probiem within one week. '

For more information, please contact Scott Snow at 353-2745 353-8313. General
guidelines on ways to lessen the risk of infection by microbes are available from the EPA
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water,
especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people
in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting
this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

This notice is being sent to you by Prairie Mountain Ultilities.
Water System ID#: 3090044 . Date distributed: October 5, 20089.



